
�
�

����� ����
�

�

�� �

Issue 4360, July 2010 
 

Next club meeting: July 26, 2010, 7:00 pm at West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd 
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Greetings Thunderbirds  
 
It seems the heat is beating down on us so I hope everyone is 
keeping cool.  If I have not been able to hold a workday at the 
new site prior to everyone receiving July’s newsletter I owe 
several people an apology. I had set a date for July 11, 2010 
and canceled due to all the rain we had several days prior. I 
contacted those that I knew where coming and to my surprise 
we had several others attend. To those T birds please accept 
my sincere apology. I will set it for another day and hope 
those that showed do not give up on me. I appreciate your 
loyalty to the club. You may even see an email from Woody 
apologizing. I really feel bad that several showed and I was a 
no show. But some good did come from this. Ron Kosar did 
bring donuts and sausage rolls and if you had not seen the new 
site in awhile you got to take a close look.  
As all of you have heard by now Oscar Slaughter did take a 
fall from his wheel chair and broke both legs. He is now in 

rehab so let’s please keep him in our prayers and hope for a 
speedy recovery. 
Progress on our new Site 
I’m sure everyone wants to know when we will move to the 
new site. I will address the members at this month’s meeting. I 
have some information to pass own concerning the parking lot 
as well as other issues. All is good and we just need to take 
another look at all that is left to do. We also have SAE next 
year then it will be gone for two years. This is something else 
to think about. A lot will need to be done before our new site 
will be able hold such a large crowd. 
Joe and I have had several conversations lately about our 
options and we both have lost sleep going over them in our 
head. I assure you we are prepared to do whatever is needed to 
get the project finished. But before I jump in with both feet I 
have another plan in mind that makes more sense and I hope 
all of you will agree when I explain. That’s all I have for now. 
I’ll save the rest for our meeting.  

 

���������	���
President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 

Vice Presidents Corner 
 
No report this month. See you at the meeting.
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Vice President Fort worth Thunderbirds 
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June 2010 Club Meeting Minutes 
 
President Dingman called the meeting to order at 7:07 PM
Randy Martin moved to accept the minutes as published in the 
newsletter, Benny Thorne seconded, and the motion passed.
 
Treasurer’s Report- Bob Hoover gave the treasurer's report.  
He also said the tall grass around the flying field has been 
mowed.  David D'Arcy and Sarge Bell moved to accept the 
treasurer’s report, passed. 
 
New Field - Joe Jopling said that nothing has been done to 
repair the parking lot that has the middle torn out to repair a 
lot spot where water stood after the parking lot was completed 
and stripped.  He said the grass has been reseeded
areas.  He said we will need a lot of help in getting the field 
prepped when we get ready to move.  Someone is needed to 
brush hog the 17 acres around the field.  Sarge Bell suggested 
we rent a brush hog for the job.  The following 
taken on July 13. 
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Old Farts Four Stroke Fun Fly 
were 21 pilots in attendance.  There were some 
giveaways and Dave Cimmeron
Fokker aircraft kit. 
 
136th Airlift Squadron  - A famil
squadron was put on at the Joint Reserve Base.  James 
Meadows asked volunteers to help in displays of static aircraft 
and flying small foam electric RC models.  Dave Dingman, 
Ken Knotts, Jason and James Meadows
Lake, and Joe Jopling participate
simulators that were in use the entire duration of the event.
Great food also. 
 
Pylon Race Hearne Texas - Gene Hodges also reported that 
several Thunderbird members went to the pylon race and saw 
some good racing with a bog racer g
the radar gun.  Photos are online at 
http://txwings.com/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=20845
 
114th Float Fly - Gene Hodges reported the 114th Float fly 
was held at Grapevine Lake and had 32 pilots in attendance.
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 - Woody Lake reported there 
.  There were some great 
 won the raffled Flair DR-1 

A family Day for the 136th airlift 
was put on at the Joint Reserve Base.  James 

Meadows asked volunteers to help in displays of static aircraft 
and flying small foam electric RC models.  Dave Dingman, 

Meadows, Gary Alphin, Woody 
and Joe Jopling participated.  We set up two flight 

the entire duration of the event. 

Gene Hodges also reported that 
several Thunderbird members went to the pylon race and saw 

bog racer going over 250 MPH on 
the radar gun.  Photos are online at 
http://txwings.com/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=20845. 

Gene Hodges reported the 114th Float fly 
ne Lake and had 32 pilots in attendance. 
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Pylon Race - The first race of the Q-25 finally got underway 
on June 6.  There were 7 pilots with Blake Arnold winning, 
Ken Knotts second and Gene Hodges third.  To see photos of 
the race go to the Texas Wings site:  
http://txwings.com/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=20108.  Gene 
also noted that the August race that will be at Thunderbird 
Field will include some electric racers. 
 
Senior Pattern - The SPA contest is scheduled for September 
18 at the new Thunderbird Field.  Contest Director Gary 
Alphin said he still needs volunteers for the contest.  If you 
can help please contact him or Ken Knotts. 
 
Replacement antennas - Gary Alphin and Randy reported on 
replacement antennas for Spectrum and JR radios.  Apparently 
some have been replaced with an E-Flight antenna. Although 
they look the same, that’s where the similarity ends. The E-
Flight antennas do not have the necessary signal strength and 
do not provide the range of the original antenna.  There are 
also some knock-off antennas that give reduced signal strength 
so be careful.  They said that Horizon Hobby will replace a 
broken antenna for free and pay the shipping both ways.  
Horizon Customer is at 
http://www.horizonhobby.com/Support/Customer/. 
 
July 4th Fun Fly - The club voted to have the July 4th Fun 
Fly and have everyone bring their own drinks and sandwiches 
this year to save the expenses for the new field. 
 

Safety - Jimmy Newton reported an incident at the field 
concerning a NiMH battery overheating.  Apparently the 
modeler tried to charge the battery that was already fully 
charged and caused the battery to overheat and melt the foam 
that was around the battery.  The battery was in the gasoline 
powered airplane.  Caution when charging batteries and make 
sure you have the right type charger for the battery and it will 
cut-off automatically when the battery is charged. 
 
Open House - Woody Lake presented a short briefing for the 
Open House that is set for September 26.  He made a motion 
requesting members make a voluntary $5 donation to cover 
the expected cost of $500.  The motioned was seconded and 
passed. Approximately half of the projected expense was 
collected by some very generous member donations. 
 
Float Fly - Terry Thorpe said the Float Fly will be August 7 at 
Camp Joy Park at Lake Worth.  Andy will provide the boat 
just in case an airplane needs retrieval. 
 

Raffle 
Fueler - Gary Alphin        X-Acto Knife  - Tommy Perry 
Fuel Tank - Bob Hoover        Nose Gear - Bob Hoover 
Motor Mount  - Mark Ehlers   Wheels -Gary Alphin 
Starter - Joe Jopling         Wheel Pants -Terry Thorpe 
Fuel - Ron Kosar and Will Campbell 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM. 

 

�����������
Secretary 

From the Treasury 
 
New Members - Please welcome our newest 
members, Michael Wharton, David Symack, Raj 
Bastianpillai, Jasmine Bastian 17 year old daughter 
of Raj.   
Our online application and the update sheet have 
fields for an emergency contact person and phone 
number.  If you have not done so, please provide 
this information.  The information will be entered 
into our data base and a copy will be kept at the 
field in the Training Box. 
The grass continues to grow at the new field.  I met 
today with the representative from the grass 
company to go over areas that are not sufficiently 
covered.  They will re-seed and fertilize and with 
adequate water and hot temperatures the grass 

should be in great shape in another 30 days.  We 
still have a lot of work to do to get the grounds in 
the shape that we would like.  A few work days by 
club members should take care of that. 
Woody’s request made on behalf of the club for 
donations for the Air Show has resulted in 34 
members making donations so far.  We have 128 
members that have not donated. 
If you would like to make a donation please mail 
your check to: 
Robert Hoover  
Treasurer, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
122 Danielle Drive 
Weatherford, TX  76087 

������������
Treasurer 
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Iowa Fly-In  
 
These are from the fly in we went to at Lake Mills, Iowa on Sunday. It was part of their July Jubilee celebration. 
Great turnout! They had 25 pilots and nearly 50 planes. It looked like half the town came out to watch and they clapped 
every time anyone landed. A great time was had by all. The local club gave all the pilots a free lunch and surprisingly 
there was no landing fee. I was, of course, the winner of the farthest away person attending!!! 
 Have a good day!! 

������������  

 
 
Humor  

 

 
Don’t forget to Preflight before flying. Your pants would be a good idea also. 
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Training  
 
Our training program continues to be a success. Last week Parker completed two take-offs and landings. The smile said it all. No 
trainer attrition, which is a good sign that the instructors are getting more proficient.

      
Student Parker with Terry and Ian   Woody with new student 

You cannot hope to become a truly competent pilot until you have mastered the four basic flight conditions – Straight-and-level, 
climbs, turns, and descents. All flight conditions involve one or more of these conditions, including take offs and landings. You will 
not be able to consistently perform good take offs and landings until the four conditions are consistently performed with a high degree 
of precision. 
 
Open House Air Show 
 

 

 
To ensure the Air Show success, we need bodies to work the 
event and perform demo flights. Many have signed up but as I 
said before this is a club event and I would really like as many 
members as possible to participate. Spread sheets will be 
forwarded to all members for sign up. All I ask is if you sign 
up for the ‘Members Fly’ spot(s), that you work an area when 
not flying. 
I’m still planning for the 26th of September, but, if the field is 
not ready we will postpone the event till 2011. This way most 
of the upfront planning will be complete and the preparation 
task should be minimal. 
Information regarding the status of the new field will be 
discussed during the July meeting. We should have a better 
idea at that time as to when this event can be held. 
If you can participate please contact me at: at6pilot@att.net or 
817 675-7613 

�����  
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Field Progress 
 
Google updated us last December. The road was about to be paved and the parking lot base was in. No progress report. Update at this 
month’s meeting. 

�����������

   
 
Beer Spitfire 
 
Aircrew actually thinking about the well being of the ground 
crew!!! 

�
No, those are not drop tanks, they are beer kegs! This clever 
chap flew what had to be a very close contender for best 
fighter aircraft of WWII. His unit was stationed 
in France shortly after D-Day.  
He had some reason to return to England; then returned 
to France with some unofficial "ordnance" under the wings of 
his Spitfire. When he came down from altitude, his "cargo" 
was chilled to just the right temperature for a hot June 
afternoon. 

�

�
Needless to say, his aircraft received some of the best 
servicing work from grateful ground crews.�
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THUNDERBIRD SAFETY 
Well the summer weather is finally here and we’ve had our first official 100 degree day. With the warmer weather also comes the 
hazard of heat injury. Most of us don’t give a second thought to things like ‘heat stress index’ and make private jokes about weather 
statements that say, ‘The temperature outside is 95 degrees, but it’s going to feel like 105 degrees because of the relative humidity.’ 
While true, this is a warning that heat injury is more likely during humid weather. As the moisture in the air increases, it diminishes 
our body’s ability to cool itself through the process of evaporation. The body sweats to moisten the body and air moving over the 
moist skin evaporates, cooling the body. During high humidity conditions, the air traveling over the body doesn’t evaporate as well 
and thus the body can’t cool itself as effectively. 
There are many forms of heat injury, but all the last three start with the same condition; dehydration. Those injuries include; 
  Heat rash 
  Sunburn 
  Heat cramps 
  Heat Exhaustion 
  Heat Stroke 
Heat Rash is of course the least serious and appears as a pimply rash that occurs in areas that tend to sweat a lot. It is best treated by 
cooling the area and using powder to keep the area dry and cool. 
Sunburn is more serious, diminishing the body’s ability to cool itself. We’ve all been sunburned at some time in our lives, while 
painful is also not to be taken too lightly; it can cause death. If suffering the pain of sunburn, cool the area with a cool (not cold) wet 
cloth, or dampen the area with a non-alcohol moisturizer. If blisters form, DO NOT pop the blisters or cover them with butter. Less 
serious blisters can be treated with a non-fragrance moisturizer. 
The next three forms of heat injury all share a common symptom; Dehydration. 
Heat Cramps attack muscles in the stomach, legs, and arms. Caused by Dehydration and Electrolyte imbalance is easily treated by 
moving victim to a shaded cool area and re-hydrating. Sports drinks work well in this scenario. 
Heat Exhaustion can include cramps, as well as heavy sweating, nausea, vomiting, dizziness, paleness, and breathing and heart-rate 
changes. The victim is best treated by lowering the victim’s body temperature. Get out of the sun (preferably a cool place), removing 
excess clothing and placing cool (but not very cold) towels on the extremities. Misting the body and extremities is also effective in 
cooling the body. 
Heat Stroke is by far the most serious and requires immediate medical attention. Call 911 and try and make the victim comfortable. 
Symptoms include; elevated body temperature, absence of sweating, and confusion. Do not give the victim anything to drink as this 
may cause complications. Okay, now the big question; “How Do I Prevent Heat Injury”? 
Check the daily weather forecast for your area and compare to the heat stress index chart. (See below) 

�

Avoid direct sunlight (at least limit your exposure to it). Wear loose fitting and light colored clothing and hats. Drink lots of water or 
sports drinks. Take frequent breaks. Carry ‘cooling’ supplies such as, Ice chest with ice, Towels, Water or sports drinks, and maybe 
even an Umbrella. 
Now that we are aware of the dangers and have no doubt taken all possible precautions, we can relax and enjoy the hobby we all love. 
Jim Newton - Safety Officer 
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War Bird Road Trip  
 
A few years back about 8 – 10 of us took a road trip to Waco 
to attend their Warbird Fly In and had a great tim
loss of my AT-6. I’m planning to do the same with a trip to the 
TexomaRC Club in Sherman to attend their Warbird Fly
the 31st of July. About 5 T’Birds have already said they would 
be interested. I plan to contact the CD and get more info about 
their field and facilities. If interested please contact me at 
at6pilot@att.net  The TexomaRC web site
http://www.texomarc.org/ 

SENIOR PATTERN EVENT
�
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10 of us took a road trip to Waco 
In and had a great time despite the 

6. I’m planning to do the same with a trip to the 
TexomaRC Club in Sherman to attend their Warbird Fly In on 

About 5 T’Birds have already said they would 
to contact the CD and get more info about 

their field and facilities. If interested please contact me at 
TexomaRC web site is: 
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THUNDERBIRD 2010 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 
August 7  Float Fly     Terry Thorpe 
         tthorpe22@verizion.net    
 
August 14  General Aviation Fly-In    Bob Hoover / Woody Lake 
                                                         roberthoover@uwmail.com   
                                                     
September 11  Biplane Fun Fly    Bob Hoover 
                                                   roberthoover@uwmail.com   
 
September 18 Senior Pattern Event   Gary Alphin 
    gary.alphin@gbrx.com 
 
September 26 Air Show Open House  Woody Lake 
Pending        at6pilot@att.net 
 
October 16 Benbrook Heritage Fest  Club Officers 
 
October 23 – 24 IMAC   Rick Byrd 
 
October 30 Electric Fly-In   Tom Blakeney 
 
November  Winter Float Fly    Bob Hoover 
         roberthoover@uwmail.com    
 
December Christmas Party  Cub Officers 
 
January 1 2011 Black Eye Pea Fly-In   Club Members 
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Len and Debbie  invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and 
Vacuum Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 
(817) 594-2602 
Print Coupon 
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