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Issue 4361, September 2010 
 

Next club meeting: September 27, 2010, 7:00 pm, West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd 
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Greeting Thunderbirds  
 
We’ve had some decent weather, so hopefully everyone has 
had an opportunity to get in a little flying.  Not a whole lot 
going on, so my article this month is short. I did take a trip to 
the new site Sunday (09/12/10) to inspect our parking lot and 
I’m sorry to say that with all the rain we’ve had, the repairs 
were brought to a standstill. Later in the week I received an 
update indicating the contractor started moving dirt again. 
However, just as fast as it started it seems to have come to a 
halt. Let’s hope that by the time you read this article the work 
will have resumed. Joe Jopling can give us one of his 
entertaining updates at the September meeting. However, the 
good news is that the grass is green and growing. 
A big thank you to everyone that attended last month’s 
meeting. Due to the turn out some of our goals have been 
accomplished and the future of the Thunderbirds is looking 
very good. 
Steve Ehlers suggested we have a fall fly-in of some type. I 
agreed since the July 4th event has taken a steep decline in 
attendance over the past years. This may be due to the fact that 
the majority of our active members are getting a little older 
and just can’t deal with the heat. Secondly, many have family 
commitments on that holiday. That being said, let’s change up 

our program and hold a club fun fly in October. I will gladly 
head it up. All that participate can bring chili, corn bread, 
tamales or whatever else you would like. Let’s get back to 
those times of just being Thunderbirds and having fun. We 
have our special interest events or groups and the fun of what 
we do as a whole (Thunderbirds) has declined. Let’s get all 
members involved and out to the field. Those of you that have 
been with the club as long as I have will realize that this is 
true. Thinking back to the late 70’s or 80’s hanging out at 
Thunderbird field was a blast. More laughs than one person 
could remember. I can recall several of us going out on the 
runway and convincing some poor sole to let us play pass the 
transmitter while his airplane was flying. Definitely a brave 
sole. During those days you never knew who was at the end of 
the line or how much he had to drink (Ha Ha - soft drink, 
water, etc). Those were the good old days. Decisions can be 
made at the meeting whether to have an event or all day fly-in 
where we can talk, eat, and have fun. I hope to see you all 
then.  
 
Sincerely  

���������	���
President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 

 
 
Vice Presidents Corner 
 

No report this month.
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Vice President Fort worth Thunderbirds 
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August 2010 Club Meeting Minutes 
 
President Dingman called the meeting to order at 6:58 PM (we 
had a lot to cover). 
Randy Martin moved to accept the minutes as published in the 
newsletter, Ron Kosar seconded and the motion passed.
 
Bob Hoover gave the treasurers report. 
 
Bob Hoover reported that some members went to the new 
field and pulled the electrical wire from the terminal box, 
under the parking lot and to the shelter. 
 
Ken Knotts reported that 4 Thunderbirds went to the Senior 
Pattern contest in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  In the novice 
Hodges won first, Gary Alphin was second and Terry Thorpe 
was third.  Ken Knotts won the Sportsman division.
 
Gene Hodges reported on the Electric Formula 1 race and the 
Quickie 500.  That netted $100 for the club and Gene donated 
�

It was reported that Gene Lord was in the hospital in intensive 
care. He has since gone home and is apparently OK.
Additional update: Gene had surgery on the 14
recovering nicely. 
 

 
Spinner - Dave Symank  LiPo battery
Switch -  Dave Dingman  Heat Gun - 
Wheels - Tom Blakeney Donated to WarBird) 
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Secretary 

President Dingman called the meeting to order at 6:58 PM (we 

Randy Martin moved to accept the minutes as published in the 
newsletter, Ron Kosar seconded and the motion passed. 

reported that some members went to the new 
field and pulled the electrical wire from the terminal box, 

Ken Knotts reported that 4 Thunderbirds went to the Senior 
Pattern contest in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  In the novice class, Gene 
Hodges won first, Gary Alphin was second and Terry Thorpe 
was third.  Ken Knotts won the Sportsman division. 

Gene Hodges reported on the Electric Formula 1 race and the 
Quickie 500.  That netted $100 for the club and Gene donated 

$110 from the previous Quickie 500 race.  Thanks Gene, the 
club appreciates the donations. 
 
Woody Lake reminded the club of the General Aviation/Bi
Plane fly-in on Saturday September 11.  There will be a $10 
landing fee for the event. 
 
Safety - Jimmy Newton reported th
was hit and destroyed by a real bi
airport.  There is a video on You Tube if you care to see it.
 
Joe Jopling gave a concise report about the process of getting 
the new field.  The attached chart
the dates that were established beginning in 2005.  The new 
field has been in the making for a long time.
 
The following is a time line of how we got to where we are 
with the new field progress.  

�
he hospital in intensive 

He has since gone home and is apparently OK. 
Additional update: Gene had surgery on the 14th and is 

Dues - There was a lot of discussion about the need to raise 
dues due to the increase cost of maintaining the new field.  
Several options were discussed, 
ballot for increasing the yearly dues to $100 for active 
members, $110 for family members and to $50 for associate 
members.  The proposal passed with 30 for and none against.

Door Prize winners: 

LiPo battery - Joe Jopling  Servo - “Sarge” Bell 
 Monty Smith  Fuel Pump - David D’Arcy 

   Fuel - Ron Kosar and Everett Gunter

previous Quickie 500 race.  Thanks Gene, the 

Woody Lake reminded the club of the General Aviation/Bi-
in on Saturday September 11.  There will be a $10 

Jimmy Newton reported that a giant scale airplane 
was hit and destroyed by a real bi-plane at a general aviation 
airport.  There is a video on You Tube if you care to see it. 

Joe Jopling gave a concise report about the process of getting 
chart gives a timeline of some of 

the dates that were established beginning in 2005.  The new 
field has been in the making for a long time. 

The following is a time line of how we got to where we are 

�

There was a lot of discussion about the need to raise 
e to the increase cost of maintaining the new field.  

Several options were discussed, and then members voted by 
ballot for increasing the yearly dues to $100 for active 
members, $110 for family members and to $50 for associate 

with 30 for and none against. 

Ron Kosar and Everett Gunter 
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From the Treasury 
 
No Report, to be presented at the September Meeting.

������������
Treasurer 
 

Iowa Fly-In  
 
Hello to all:  
This was our fly-in at our New Hampton field. Pretty good 
turnout for a club this size. We hope to have it yearly from 
now on and get the word out sooner next year. 

This fly-in was put together by Garry Schmit and his father 
Larry, two of our most active members. Garry is the one next 
to me in yellow and Larry is the one on the far right. Larry, a 
Husquevarna dealer, keeps our field looking like a golf 
green!!! 

�������������
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General Aviation/Biplane Fly-In 
 
This is the first year we combined the two events and it 
seemed to work really well. Seventeen registered pilots and 
‘gadzooks’, there were three Tiger Moths, a Beaver, and at 
least four Cubs “Oh My”! Some of the aircraft that 
participated were a Fokker DR1, a V-Tail Beech Bonanza, a 
Waco Biplane, and a Giant Lazy Ace Biplane. Tom Blakeney 
attended with his usual armada of electrics (eight total). 
Plaques were presented for Best Biplane- Jim Deitrick (Tiger 

Moth), Best Civilian- Gary Alphin (J-3 Cub), Best Military- 
Jim Deitrick (Tiger Moth), Pilots Choice- Tom Blakeney 
(Bonanza), and Best Pilot- Woody Lake (didn’t crash at the 
event). Food and give-a-ways highlighted the midday 
activities. For the most part the weather cooperated with 
medium southerly winds down the runway.  Enjoy the photos, 
plan to attend next year. 

�������������������������
 

 
 



�
�

����� ����
�

 

 
 
Senior Pattern 
 
Senior Pattern Event held at our field on Saturday September 
18Th. We had 9 flying pilots in novice and sportsman classes. 
There were 7 volunteers which I would like to thank all of you 
for your help. Our volunteers made the event happen I want to 
Thank Joyce Knotts, Keith Knotts, Jeanne Alphin, Gary 

Nelson, Ian Waring, Bob Hover, and Monty Smith for all their 
hard work. 
The day was a little warm but the wind was mostly light and 
for us novices still very challenging. Had a couple of WOW 
Maneuvers but no planes were lost and no props were broken. 
Woody did you ever get the weeds out of your landing gear? 
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The Senior Pattern Airplane Raffle of a Carl Goldberg Skylark 70 (complete less battery & receiver) was won by David Cinnamon. 
Congratulations Dave. 
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Field Progress 
 
THERE IS A LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL!  IT IS A  TRAIN. 
 
In spite of the high level of activity at the field this month, 
there are no positive results. Just after our August meeting, the 
Corps determined that the contractor was at fault for the 
January failure. The contractor submitted a plan and work was 
started immediately. They removed all asphalt and the entire 
fill placed for the first paving.  

 
In the process they uprooted the conduit holding our electric 
wiring from the shed to the shelter (they will replace). 
Apparently, levels surveyed by the contractor were not 
accurate so the contractor dug a trench from the lot north to 
assure drainage.  

 
The Corps called an emergency meeting last Friday, instructed 
the contractor to fill the trench, then stop all work until a 
design can be agreed on.  
The grass is doing well. 

����������  



�
�

����� 	���
�

Training  
 

   
Our latest ‘Solo Pilot, Parker age 8         Our instructors claim they’ll fly anything… once! 
 

THUNDERBIRD SAFETY  
I was recently viewing movie clips on U-tube, one particular clip stood out in my mind. It showed an RC event at what 
appears to be a local airport/airfield when out of the blue (literally) a full sized bi-plane flies down the runway and into a 
large gas powered RC airplane that was hovering over the runway. The resulting crash is now in the beginning stages of 
an FAA investigation.  
I thought back and recalled several times when I was guilty of “Motionless flight” while in the pattern over the runway. If 
you are the only one flying at the time, no harm – no foul. However if there are others either flying or waiting to fly then 
try and hover or float in an area that is not in the flight path of others. How many times have you been at the field and 
spotted for another pilot. I do it, sometimes without being asked. I try and keep the dialogue to a minimum unless there is 
other air traffic that I feel he needs to be aware of. Then a simple “There’s a plane just off the left side of the runway, 
about 100’ past us” keeps him informed about what is going on. I like the idea of using a spotter, even if there isn’t 
anyone else in the air. Even if all he does is provide some feedback about ‘improving landing skills’ he is there for you if 
you lose sight of your aircraft, lose orientation of your aircraft, or if things don’t go so well; help you find your downed 
aircraft. Even then you either get sympathy or are the subject of friendly kidding.  
So next time you get ready to fly, don’t be ashamed or bashful; ask someone to spot for you. It could be the difference 
between a pleasant day at the field and sifting through wreckage looking for salvageable parts. 
Jim Newton - Safety Officer 
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OOPS 
 
The following series of photos depict an RC airplane banner tow and a B-25 (also RC) cutting the tow line. 

      

 
 

Tips 
 
SHRINK TUBING  
 
Any RC modeler eventually has to solder some wires together. 
The electric modeler has to solder a lot of wires together. 
Though not into RC, my father used some weird and unhandy 
stuff called friction tape to try to keep closely spaced wires 
from touching each other. Plastic tape made this an easier job. 
When shrink tubing came along, it was a downright miracle. 
Nowadays I have little to do, and insignificant thoughts and 
questions sometimes cross my mind. Usually I forget these 
before any damage is done, but this one wouldn’t go away: 
That is: “How do they make it?” Obviously it is extruded 
plastic. But plastic has to be melted before it can be extruded 
and that requires heat. So if it is heated enough to melt it to 
make it, how can just a little heat shrink it after it cools?  It 
can’t. The answer, I found, is they extrude it hot, let it cool, 

and then expand it. I don’t know how they expand it. That 
wasn’t part of the question. So, knowing this, does it do us any 
good?  Maybe a little. If you need a larger size tubing, you can 
stretch it, possibly enough to fit your problem. I have used 
needle nose pliers to stretch it. Another trick not involving 
stretching is how-to-get-the-tubing-on-a-solder-joint-after-
you’ve–soldered-the-joint. It can be done!  Just slit the tubing 
lengthwise, wrap it around the joint with a little overlap. 
Apply thin CA to the overlap, use debonder to get your fingers 
loose and shrink it with heat.  Be sure to let the CA set good 
before heating.  You can also use this process to make large 
tubing out of two pieces of smaller tubing slitting them, then 
gluing the sides together. That’s all folks. 

������������
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Thought for the Day: 
 
"Individual commitment to a group effort ---- 
That’s what makes a team work, a crew work, a 
club or company work, a society work, and a 
civilization work." 
 
--Vince Lombardi-- 
 

 

Name the Thunderbird 
 
The photo was taken in 1964 when I was 17 years old, at my 
parent's house.  The model is a control-line team racer with a 
2.5cc diesel engine.   

 
Model aircraft was my main hobby during my teen years.  I 
built mostly control-line models (team race and combat) with 

various types of diesel engines.  Some were kit-built; some 
were my own design built from my drawings.  I was a member 
of a couple of local clubs in the Reading area.  We would fly 
at one of the local RAF airfields on a Sunday afternoon.  I 
attended the British Nationals a couple of times, but did not 
compete. I remember there were quite a few Americans there, 
which was not surprising given the number of American 
airmen stationed in England at the time. 
I gave up the hobby when I went to college, and did not 
resume until 38 years later. The hobby has changed quite a bit 
since those days.  We now have Monokote, larger glow 
engines (including four-stroke) and gas engines, silencers, 
electric starters, glow-plug igniters, ARFs, etc.  All this and 
not to mention smaller, better, radio systems, and batteries. 
I’m glad to be back in the hobby.  They say that, when you get 
older, you go back to being a kid again.  Maybe it's true in my 
case! 
 
Who am I? 
Ballots will be collected at the September meeting. All correct 
answers will be put in the proverbial “hat” and the winner will 
be awarded a gift certificate. 
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THUNDERBIRD 2010 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 
October 16 Benbrook Heritage Fest  Club Officers 
 
October 23 – 24 IMAC   Rick Byrd 
 
October 30 Electric Fly-In   Tom Blakeney 
 
November 7  Winter Float Fly    Bob Hoover 
         roberthoover@uwmail.com    
 
December Christmas Party  Club Officers 
 
January 1 2011 Black Eye Pea Fly-In   Club Members 
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Len and Debbie  invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and Vacuum 
Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 
(817) 594-2602 
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