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Charter # 1217

Issue 4362, October 2010
Next club meeting: October 25, 2010, 7:00 pm, WeSide Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd

Greeting Thunderbirds

I'll let the other officer's report on the past adies for the
month. Not a lot has happen with the new site siasemonth
but the wheels are in motion. We will update evegyat this
month’s meeting. Also please do not forget aboutfall fun

fly October 3% starting time is 1pm. Please bring a dish and
the club will furnish the drinks. Our goal is ty tand have a
day full of flying and for those who like a chalggy Gary
Alphin has some great ideals that will be lotsiof.f

Remember October's meeting is when we nominateeafi
for the coming year. All current officers have agteo stay
another year, however, any eligible member hasrigie to
challenge any officer and run for that position. bBot be
bashful, step up to the plate if you wish to bertiea

One last item | wish to talk about. It seems tlatwWhatever
reason some members are always quick to commenit abo

other members as to what they are or are not doing.

Unfortunately the person accusing does not wisladdress
the issue himself with whomever he is talking abdutave
always been told that if you have problem and yeel fit
needs to be corrected then you need to come talihe with a
possible solution not just the complaint.

As officers we do not always have the solutiondeerything.

Vice Presidents Corner

No report this month

Vice President Fort worth Thunderbirds

But as a club we can always find an answer. In roasés you
simply need to read the rules posted on the frexyuboard or
on our website for resolution. As in any club thdsgssafety

is our number one objective and | feel that alusfdo a very
good job of protecting each other from danger. fBan time

to time we have to be reminded and this is ok ag las the
approach is diplomatic. | would like to ask all mears to take
a look at our club rules. | bet everyone of us fiad at least
one rule we break all the time. Remember other lgaage our
flying site that are not members and | guaranteg tiave not
taken the time to read the rules posted on theuéecy board
before they fire up and take off.

My solution to the problem is as follows: It's eyanember’s
responsibility to enforce the rules not just thdicefs. No

matter how small an infraction, simply ask that soer to

please follow the rules and if all possible plehage another
member with you. If he or she does not comply thenply

try to find out their name and let an officer knomhat

happened and we'll be glad to speak with the imligl. If the

situation is putting people at risk then contaet @orps office
or Sheriff's department. Please do not get intcaegument
with them. You are representing the Fort Worth Tderbirds
and we need to show the public that we are theoresple

party. That's all for now folks see you at the niegpt

President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds



September 2010 Club Meeting Minutes

President Dingman called the meeting to orderG@ PM

Minutes - Randy Martin moved to accept the minutes as
published in the newsletter, with Clyde Henley seting.
Motion passed.

Treasurers Report - Bob Hoover gave the treasurers report.
Randy Martin moved to accept the report by Bob viRibn
Kosar seconding. Motion passed.

Awards - President Dingman gave a presidents plaque b Bo
Hoover, Ken Knotts, Gary Alphin and Joe Jopling foe
work they have done the past year for the Thundési€lub.

Safety - Jimmy Newton suggested that pilots always have a
spotter with you while you are piloting your RC mane.
They can be a critical to you in avoiding othemphkines and
assisting in taking off and landing.

Old Business

New Field - Joe Jopling said we are still waiting for the
parking lot to be finished and we do not have aimeded
time for completion. He also suggested that if inera are

out looking at the new field, to NOT talk to thent@ctors
who might be working. They might take what youdsas a
change to the program and do something the Corps of
Engineers has not approved.

Senior Pattern Contest- Gary Alphin gave a report on the
SPA contest held on September 18. See the clubnfat
http://fwthunderbirds.org/logbook2010/index.phpts1268.0
for pictures, standings and raffle winner.

Pylon Racing- Gene Hodges gave an update on the last pylon
race that was held on September 12 with Jerry@thfh first,
Darrell Barabash second and Ken Knotts and Larryvistb
tied for third. For pictures and more informatiom go:
http://fwthunderbirds.org/logbook2010/index.phpte1267.0
The next Q-25 Pylon Race will be October 17 at Ridson
and will include the second race of the year fa ébectric
racers.

Heritage Fest- The City of Benbrook will again have their
Heritage Fest. It will be on October 16 and thekeal the
Thunderbirds to participate with static displaysiadl electric
flying, and flight simulators. Dave Dingman ask&keryone
that could support this event bring some kind aplane.
http://www.cityofbenbrook.com/controls/NewsFeedxédgee
diD=242

Jackets - Chris Berardi asked if anyone was interested in
getting a Thunderbird jacket. He said if you ameeiiested
contact him at 817-297-1028 agilefalcon@charter.net

Christmas Party - Be sure to mark your calendar for the
Christmas Party on December 11 at Spring Creek BBQ
8628 Camp Bowie West Blvd.

Show and Tell-

Gary Cummings showed Mojo 65 that is a large huplt-
profile RC. Gary said he is going to put a Webi201motor

on it.

Steve Ehlers showed an original Firebaby controd 1/2 A

airplane with an OK Cub motor. The plane was soldhe

late forties and a lot of Thunderbird said that vaasv they

learned to fly models. Steve had vintage videad arslide

show of early models.

Door Prize winners:

Foam Super Stand-John George

Heat Gun -John George Fuel -

Power Panel-Logan Davis
Doug Carrell and Chuck McLeroy

Electric Fueler -Gary Alphin

October is Officer Nomination Month. Please plan &itend.

Secretary

From the Treasury

New Members- Please welcome our newest members, Mark Daegneth Bryant, John-David Rodriguez,

Jacobs, Chase Jacobs, Randy Davis and Logan Davis,

Mark



Our online application and the update sheet haldsfifor an emergency contact person and phone eunibyou have
not done so, please provide this information. ififi@mation will be entered into our data base arabpy will be kept at
the field in the Training Box.

I will mail invoices for 2011 dues around the mieldif November. In accordance with the vote byrtiembership to
increase dues, our dues for 2011 will be $100.00nftividuals and $110.00 for families. The invogteould be returned
to me with your payment and any corrections to ymmsonal information.

Hope to see you at the meeting and the field.

Treasurer

Benbrook Heritage Festival
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In Memorium Ernie Harwood

It is with deepest sorrow that | must report thegiag of long
time FW Thunderbirds member Ernie Harwood. Ernies &a
gentlemen and respected by all that knew him. Hemmet a
stranger.

Fair Skies my friend.

The following are some e-mails | received when Hstfi
reported this sad news:

This is so sad, | met Ernie in the early 90's ead always
impressed with his model aircraft .Attention toaikein Scale
that he included was impressive. Even though | hawseen
him in years, the last time | did see him a fewrgeago for
just a minutes, brought back that distinguishableglish

accent and his included wit that | remember him g6l to

this day. He will surely be missed by friends ie tinodeling
community.

Steve Ehlers

Ernie and | flew together in the 70’s in scale aller the
southwest. He pitted and called for me and viasae | will
really miss him.

Ed Furche

Ernie was one of the most committed and accomplisitale
modelers | have ever known. What a loss to oubiiob
Randy Scroggins

Ernie was a talented builder of scale aircraft, thgog/Ww |
types. He will be missed by those that valued ki as a
modeler, and for the kindness shown to all who izl
pleasure of knowing him.

Monty Smith




VIP VISITOR TO THE FIELD

David Wheaton was Marketing vice President, theneM?President and Program Manager of the Joint éStrighter Project for
Lockheed Martin. After winning the competition, trarplane became the F-35 and Dave retired. Wieesaw the Hobby Lobby
version of the F-35 he bought one. Tom Blakeneyftew it for him on the 9th of October and eveiipthwent well. Unlike the real

airplane this model has vectored thrust, and Tondemia do a lot of crazy things before bringing it for a nice nose high
landing. Pictured are Dave and Tom, happy to laavairplane in one piece.

Tom also flew a new racer for Jerry Small anddt iin the following sequence.

David Wheaton & Tom Blakeney Joe Jopling



Field Progress

The parking lot is still on hold pending a decis@mthe sub base by the Corps and the contracpatatd at the October meeting.

THUNDERBIRD SAFETY

This month’s safety article comes from an e-maiédeived
originating from Frank Halpin. Rather than paraghrg the e-
mail 1 will publish it here in hopes that it will ake otherg
aware of their surroundings.

Fellow Pilots

We were at our field last Sunday having a greae tivith a
good turnout when the accident occurred.

My friends Merle Hastings and Larry Schmitt wenrgirfy at
the same time when Larry's plane went out of cdn
(probably something broke). It first climbed ancerthdove
hitting Merle in the upper arm near his shouldee was
knocked to the ground immediately. We administevbdt aid
we could until EMT's arrived and he was transpotiedhe
emergency room by ambulance.

Fortunately he was wearing a coat and was hit tiréy the
spinner and not the ABS prop. However, six inchighdr and
it would have been in the neck or head.

The plane disintegrated on impact and Merle's pla@s
destroyed when it crashed seconds later. We weee sw
lucky this accident didn't end up in tragedy.

These were two experienced pilots and it happenddst no
one could do anything to warn anyone. | hope weené&ave
this happen at Thunderbird field.

Flying close to the pilot’s box is something | thishould be
avoided if at all possible.

tro

| agree, being in the wrong place at the wrong tisea
difficult situation to avoid. Thankfully the injues weren’t
worse than what they were. Mechanical or electifa@lre is
going to happen on occasion and impossible to pre
however, it is our responsibility to insure that v
everything we can to prevent it, including a propesflight
inspection and preventative maintenance. Flyinthépattern
and avoiding flying towards people also helps bumpthe
prevention factor.

With that being said let us all hope and pray Matle makes
a speedy recovery.

Jim Newton - Safety Officer

di



Tips

With all the experience in this club, there mustabiot of ideas out there that should be shared. I#wve decided to run a TIPS
paragraph. Last month | got one from Joe Joplirmvi's time for you to participate and get yowdste ideas to all members. Just

send them to me at6pilot@att.net Thanks,

Name the Thunderbird

September Mystery Thunderbird: lan Waring

All correct guesses will be put in the proverbiaht” and the winner announced at the October mgetin

October Mystery Thunderbird:

| began building model airplanes at age 7, evehtual
participating in virtually all phases of model aida until age
40. | flew in and officiated at model competitiotmsoughout
the US and Europe.

While in the US Air Force stationed in Tripoli atigly in
1954 and 1955, since | had previously won severatleh
events at the National Model Airplane Championships
Washington requested that | be sent on the US teathe
World Speed Championships at The Hague, HollartbBy.
It was my good fortune to win the World Speed Chiamghip
for the United States, setting a new world conlireé speed
record.

Upon completion of my Air Force tour and returrthe US, |
officiated at the National Model Airplane Champibips for
about 20 years at Philadelphia, Chicago, Dallas hod
Angeles. | was contest director at the 1964 Ddllatonals.
Having served for so many years | was appointedeédviodel
Aviation Hall of Fame.

Then, about 40 years ago | developed diabetesngritie
ability to pass the flight medical. That ended ryynig as pilot
in command and owning my own airplanes.

When PC computers were invented and Microsoft eyt
developed Flight Simulator, | took up computerrilyi It has
been my passion since those early days of comfiyteg and
continues to allow me to satisfy my lifelong lovieawiation.
And now at age 81, computer flying is so very impot to
me. Having been a member of several virtual @dithrough
the years, most have long since gone by the wayside
Discovering DC-3 Airways was the answer to a wékcded
airline. | have long loved the trusty ole DC-3 aqpreciate
the efforts of so many officials at DC-3 Airwaysarkter this
year, | am probably the last living founder of tbewtown
Sahibs Model Airplane Club, which eventually evalviato
the Fort Worth Thunderbirds. | was honored as amaty
Member of the Thunderbirds many years ago.

Who am 1?

Ballots will be collected at the September mee{iMg E-Mail
guesses pleake All correct answers will be put in the
proverbial “hat” and the winner will be awarded &t g
certificate.



October Mystery Thunderbird

gary.alphin@gbrx.com
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THUNDERBIRD 2010 CALENDAR
DATE EVENT POINT OF CONTACT
October 23 — 24 IMAC Rick Byrd
October 30 Electric Fly-In Tom Blakeney
October 31 Club Fall Fly-In Club Officers
November 7 Winter Float Fly Bob Hoover
roberthoover@uwmail.com

December Christmas Party Club Officers

January 1 2011

Black Eye Pea Fly-In

Club Members
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Len and Debbie invite you to receive:

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube
and Filter.
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and Vacuum
Interior + 16 point inspection.

2850 Fort Worth Highway

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087

(817) 594-2602




IMAC: OCT 23 - 24 ELECTRIC FLY-IN: OCT 30

CLUB FUN-FLY: OCT 31 WINTER FLOAT FLY: NOV 7



