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Issue 4362, October 2010 
 

Next club meeting: October 25, 2010, 7:00 pm, West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd 
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Greeting Thunderbirds 
 
I’ll let the other officer’s report on the past activities for the 
month. Not a lot has happen with the new site since last month 
but the wheels are in motion. We will update everyone at this 
month’s meeting. Also please do not forget about our fall fun 
fly October 31st starting time is 1pm. Please bring a dish and 
the club will furnish the drinks. Our goal is to try and have a 
day full of flying and for those who like a challenge; Gary 
Alphin has some great ideals that will be lots of fun.  
Remember October’s meeting is when we nominate officers 
for the coming year. All current officers have agreed to stay 
another year, however, any eligible member has the right to 
challenge any officer and run for that position. Do not be 
bashful, step up to the plate if you wish to be heard.  
One last item I wish to talk about. It seems that for whatever 
reason some members are always quick to comment about 
other members as to what they are or are not doing. 
Unfortunately the person accusing does not wish to address 
the issue himself with whomever he is talking about. I have 
always been told that if you have problem and you feel it 
needs to be corrected then you need to come to the table with a 
possible solution not just the complaint. 
As officers we do not always have the solution for everything. 

But as a club we can always find an answer. In most cases you 
simply need to read the rules posted on the frequency board or 
on our website for resolution. As in any club these days safety 
is our number one objective and I feel that all of us do a very 
good job of protecting each other from danger. But from time 
to time we have to be reminded and this is ok as long as the 
approach is diplomatic. I would like to ask all members to take 
a look at our club rules. I bet everyone of us can find at least 
one rule we break all the time. Remember other people use our 
flying site that are not members and I guarantee they have not 
taken the time to read the rules posted on the frequency board 
before they fire up and take off.  
My solution to the problem is as follows: It’s every member’s 
responsibility to enforce the rules not just the officers. No 
matter how small an infraction, simply ask that person to 
please follow the rules and if all possible please have another 
member with you. If he or she does not comply then simply 
try to find out their name and let an officer know what 
happened and we’ll be glad to speak with the individual. If the 
situation is putting people at risk then contact the Corps office 
or Sheriff’s department. Please do not get into an argument 
with them. You are representing the Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
and we need to show the public that we are the responsible 
party. That’s all for now folks see you at the meeting. 
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President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 

 
 
Vice Presidents Corner 
 

No report this month. 
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Vice President Fort worth Thunderbirds 
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September 2010 Club Meeting Minutes 
 
President Dingman called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM 
 
Minutes - Randy Martin moved to accept the minutes as 
published in the newsletter, with Clyde Henley seconding.  
Motion passed. 
 
Treasurers Report - Bob Hoover gave the treasurers report.  
Randy Martin moved to accept the report by Bob with Ron 
Kosar seconding.  Motion passed. 
 
Awards - President Dingman gave a presidents plaque to Bob 
Hoover, Ken Knotts, Gary Alphin and Joe Jopling for the 
work they have done the past year for the Thunderbirds Club. 
 
Safety - Jimmy Newton suggested that pilots always have a 
spotter with you while you are piloting your RC airplane.  
They can be a critical to you in avoiding other airplanes and 
assisting in taking off and landing. 
 
Old Business 
 
New Field - Joe Jopling said we are still waiting for the 
parking lot to be finished and we do not have an estimated 
time for completion.  He also suggested that if members are 
out looking at the new field, to NOT talk to the contractors 
who might be working.  They might take what you said as a 
change to the program and do something the Corps of 
Engineers has not approved. 
 
Senior Pattern Contest - Gary Alphin gave a report on the 
SPA contest held on September 18.  See the club forum at 
http://fwthunderbirds.org/logbook2010/index.php?topic=268.0 
for pictures, standings and raffle winner. 

Pylon Racing - Gene Hodges gave an update on the last pylon 
race that was held on September 12 with Jerry Stafford in first, 
Darrell Barabash second and Ken Knotts and Larry Mowatt 
tied for third. For pictures and more information go to: 
http://fwthunderbirds.org/logbook2010/index.php?topic=267.0 
The next Q-25 Pylon Race will be October 17 at Richardson 
and will include the second race of the year for the electric 
racers. 
 
Heritage Fest - The City of Benbrook will again have their 
Heritage Fest.  It will be on October 16 and they asked the 
Thunderbirds to participate with static displays, small electric 
flying, and flight simulators.  Dave Dingman asked everyone 
that could support this event bring some kind of airplane.  
http://www.cityofbenbrook.com/controls/NewsFeed.aspx?Fee
dID=242. 
 
Jackets - Chris Berardi asked if anyone was interested in 
getting a Thunderbird jacket.  He said if you are interested 
contact him at 817-297-1028 or agilefalcon@charter.net. 
 
Christmas Party - Be sure to mark your calendar for the 
Christmas Party on December 11 at Spring Creek BBQ at 
8628 Camp Bowie West Blvd. 
 
Show and Tell -  
Gary Cummings showed Mojo 65 that is a large built-up 
profile RC.  Gary said he is going to put a Webra 1.20 motor 
on it. 
Steve Ehlers showed an original Firebaby control line 1/2 A 
airplane with an OK Cub motor.  The plane was sold in the 
late forties and a lot of Thunderbird said that was how they 
learned to fly models.  Steve had vintage videos and a slide 
show of early models. 

 
Door Prize winners: 

 
Foam Super Stand -John George  Power Panel -Logan Davis   Electric Fueler -Gary Alphin 
Heat Gun -John George    Fuel - Doug Carrell and Chuck McLeroy 
� �

�

October is Officer Nomination Month. Please plan to attend.�

�����������
Secretary 
 
From the Treasury 
 
New Members -  Please welcome our newest members, Mark Davey, Kenneth Bryant, John-David Rodriguez,  Mark 
Jacobs, Chase Jacobs, Randy Davis and Logan Davis,  
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Our online application and the update sheet have fields for an emergency contact person and phone number.  If you have 
not done so, please provide this information.  The information will be entered into our data base and a copy will be kept at 
the field in the Training Box. 
 
I will mail invoices for 2011 dues around the middle of November.  In accordance with the vote by the membership to 
increase dues, our dues for 2011 will be $100.00 for individuals and $110.00 for families. The invoice should be returned 
to me with your payment and any corrections to your personal information. 
 
Hope to see you at the meeting and the field. 
 

������������
Treasurer 
 

Benbrook Heritage Festival 
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In Memorium Ernie Harwood  
 
It is with deepest sorrow that I must report the passing of long 
time FW Thunderbirds member Ernie Harwood. Ernie was a 
gentlemen and respected by all that knew him. He never met a 
stranger. 
Fair Skies my friend. 
 
The following are some e-mails I received when I first 
reported this sad news: 
This is so sad,  I met Ernie in the early 90's and was always 
impressed with his model aircraft .Attention to detail in Scale 
that he included was impressive. Even though I haven't seen 
him in years, the last time I did see him a few years ago for 
just a minutes, brought back that distinguishable English 
accent and his included wit that I remember him for still to 
this day. He will surely be missed by friends in the modeling 
community. 
Steve Ehlers 

 
Ernie and I flew together in the 70’s in scale all over the 
southwest.  He pitted and called for me and vice versa.  I will 
really miss him. 
Ed Furche 
 
Ernie was one of the most committed and accomplished scale 
modelers I have ever known.  What a loss to our hobby…. 
Randy Scroggins 
 
Ernie was a talented builder of scale aircraft, mostly WW I 
types. He will be missed by those that valued his skill as a 
modeler, and for the kindness shown to all who had the 
pleasure of knowing him.  
Monty Smith 
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VIP VISITOR TO THE FIELD  
 
David Wheaton was Marketing vice President, then Vice-President and Program Manager of the Joint Strike Fighter Project for 
Lockheed Martin. After winning the competition, that airplane became the F-35 and Dave retired. When he saw the Hobby Lobby 
version of the F-35 he bought one. Tom Blakeney test flew it for him on the 9th of October and everything went well. Unlike the real 
airplane this model has vectored thrust, and Tom made it do a lot of crazy things before bringing it in for a nice nose high 
landing.  Pictured are Dave and Tom, happy to have an airplane in one piece. 
Tom also flew a new racer for Jerry Small and it too is in the following sequence.  

 
David Wheaton & Tom Blakeney      Joe Jopling 

 

 



�
�

����� 	���
�

  

,���,�����  

 
Field Progress 
 
The parking lot is still on hold pending a decision on the sub base by the Corps and the contractor. Update at the October meeting.

,���,�����  

 
 

THUNDERBIRD SAFETY  
This month’s safety article comes from an e-mail I received 
originating from Frank Halpin. Rather than paraphrasing the e-
mail I will publish it here in hopes that it will make others 
aware of their surroundings. 

Fellow Pilots 
 We were at our field last Sunday having a great time with a 
good turnout when the accident occurred. 
My friends Merle Hastings and Larry Schmitt were flying at 
the same time when Larry's plane went out of control 
(probably something broke). It first climbed and then dove 
hitting Merle in the upper arm near his shoulder. He was 
knocked to the ground immediately. We administered what aid 
we could until EMT's arrived and he was transported to the 
emergency room by ambulance.  
Fortunately he was wearing a coat and was hit directly by the 
spinner and not the ABS prop. However, six inches higher and 
it would have been in the neck or head. 
The plane disintegrated on impact and Merle's plane was 
destroyed when it crashed seconds later. We were ever so 
lucky this accident didn't end up in tragedy. 
These were two experienced pilots and it happened so fast no 
one could do anything to warn anyone. I hope we never have 
this happen at Thunderbird field.  
Flying close to the pilot’s box is something I think should be 
avoided if at all possible. 

�������������  

�

 

I agree, being in the wrong place at the wrong time is a 
difficult situation to avoid. Thankfully the injuries weren’t 
worse than what they were. Mechanical or electrical failure is 
going to happen on occasion and impossible to predict 
however, it is our responsibility to insure that we do 
everything we can to prevent it, including a proper preflight 
inspection and preventative maintenance. Flying in the pattern 
and avoiding flying towards people also helps bump up the 
prevention factor. 

With that being said let us all hope and pray that Merle makes 
a speedy recovery. 

 
 
Jim Newton - Safety Officer 
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Tips 
 
With all the experience in this club, there must be a lot of ideas out there that should be shared. So I have decided to run a TIPS 
paragraph. Last month I got one from Joe Jopling. Now it's time for you to participate and get your favorite ideas to all members. Just 
send them to me at at6pilot@att.net . Thanks, 

������
 
Name the Thunderbird 
 

 

September Mystery Thunderbird: Ian Waring  
All correct guesses will be put in the proverbial “hat” and the winner announced at the October meeting. 
 

 
  
October Mystery Thunderbird:  
 
I began building model airplanes at age 7, eventually 
participating in virtually all phases of model aviation until age 
40.  I flew in and officiated at model competitions throughout 
the US and Europe. 
While in the US Air Force stationed in Tripoli and Italy in 
1954 and 1955, since I had previously won several model 
events at the National Model Airplane Championships, 
Washington requested that I be sent on the US team to the 
World Speed Championships at The Hague, Holland in 1954.   
It was my good fortune to win the World Speed Championship 
for the United States, setting a new world control line speed 
record. 
Upon completion of my Air Force tour and return to the US, I 
officiated at the National Model Airplane Championships for 
about 20 years at Philadelphia, Chicago, Dallas and Los 
Angeles.  I was contest director at the 1964 Dallas Nationals.  
Having served for so many years I was appointed to the Model 
Aviation Hall of Fame. 
Then, about 40 years ago I developed diabetes, ending the 
ability to pass the flight medical. That ended my flying as pilot 
in command and owning my own airplanes. 

When PC computers were invented and Microsoft eventually 
developed Flight Simulator, I took up computer flying.  It has 
been my passion since those early days of computer flying and 
continues to allow me to satisfy my lifelong love of aviation.  
And now at age 81, computer flying is so very important to 
me.  Having been a member of several virtual airlines through 
the years, most have long since gone by the wayside.  
Discovering DC-3 Airways was the answer to a well directed 
airline.  I have long loved the trusty ole DC-3 and appreciate 
the efforts of so many officials at DC-3 Airways. Earlier this   
year, I am probably the last living founder of the Cowtown 
Sahibs Model Airplane Club, which eventually evolved into 
the Fort Worth Thunderbirds.  I was honored as an Honary 
Member of the Thunderbirds many years ago. 
Who am I? 
Ballots will be collected at the September meeting (No E-Mail 
guesses please). All correct answers will be put in the 
proverbial “hat” and the winner will be awarded a gift 
certificate. 
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October Mystery Thunderbird 
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THUNDERBIRD 2010 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 
October 23 – 24 IMAC   Rick Byrd 
 
October 30 Electric Fly-In   Tom Blakeney 
 
October 31 Club Fall Fly-In   Club Officers 
 
November 7  Winter Float Fly    Bob Hoover 
         roberthoover@uwmail.com    
 
December Christmas Party  Club Officers 
 
January 1 2011 Black Eye Pea Fly-In   Club Members 
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Len and Debbie  invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and Vacuum 
Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 
(817) 594-2602 
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IMAC: OCT 23 – 24      ELECTRIC FLY-IN: OCT 30     
  

         
CLUB FUN-FLY: OCT 31  WINTER FLOAT FLY: NOV 7  


