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Issue 4363, November 2010 
 

Next club meeting: November 22nd, 2010, 7:00 pm, West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd 
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No report this month. See you at the November meeting.
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President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
 
Vice Presidents Corner 
 
No report this month. See you at the November meeting.
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Vice President Fort worth Thunderbirds 
 

October 2010 Club Meeting Minutes 
 
President Dingman called the meeting to order at 7:00 
PM. 
 
Minutes - Randy Martin made a motion to accept the 
minutes as published in the newsletter and it was 
seconded by Benny Thorne.  Passed 
 
Treasury - Bob Hoover gave the treasurers report and 
outlined the cost for the year for the new field.  Randy 
Martin motioned to accept the treasurer’s report and 
Verne "Sarge" Bell seconded.  Passed. 
 
Safety - Jimmy Newton reported that an RC pilot in 
Iowa was hit by an out-of-control airplane while he was 
flying his own airplane.  The airplane hit him on the 
shoulder and knocked him down.  He was taken to the 
hospital and Jimmy reported he is OK.  However, his 
airplane crashed when the pilot was knocked to the 
ground. 
 
Dave Dingman reported that there is a new RC forum at 
http://www.publicrc.com/.  Dave also said there is a 

company selling compatible FASST Futaba receivers at 
http://www.frsky-rc.com/. 
 
A special fly-by was done Saturday, October 30th, in 
memory of Ernie Harwood.  Members of his family and 
pilots in the electric fly were at the field for this 
occasion. 

 
 
Donation -Tom Overeynder donated a Futaba Radio and 
two buddy box cables to the club for the training group.  
Thanks Tom, the club appreciates your donation. 
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Heritage Fest - Woody Lake reported on the Benbrook 
Heritage Fest that was held on October 16.  There were 
12 Thunderbirds at the event and the weather was great.  
We had a prime location next to the parking lot where 
almost all attendees walked by the Thunderbird setup.  
Woody said it was great public relations for the club.  
We needed some helicopters as there was ample room 
for some demonstrations.  There were several small 
electric airplanes flying to keep the spectators interested. 
 
IMAC  - Rick Byrd reported on the IMAC contest that 
was held on October 22-24.  There were a total of 24 
pilots on a day when the Saturday flying was halted by 
rain and flying resumed on Sunday with pilots getting in 
one round of flying.  You can see the results at  
http://www.mini-
iac.com/Portals/0/Regions/SC/Events/4516/report_result
s.html.  Rick thanked Gary and "Mrs. Alphin" Jeanne, 
Randy Davis and his family and Gene Hodges for 
helping in the event.  The event made almost $200 for 
the club.  Chris Berardi will host the IMAC event in 
2011. 
 
Pylon Race - Gene Hodges reported on the pylon race 
held on October 14 at Thunderbird Field.  The event was 
scheduled for the Richardson field, but Jerry Stafford 
suffered a heart attack.  He is apparently doing well 
because he showed up for the race as a spectator.  Have a 
speedy (pun intended) recovery Jerry.  There were 14 Q-
25 pilots and 8 F-1 electric pilots.  Thunderbird Blake 
Arnold won the F1 Electric and the Q-25 races.  You can 
see the results and year to date standing at 
http://fwthunderbirds.org/logbook2010/index.php?topic=
271.msg550#msg550.  The event brought in $110 for the 
club. 
 
Civil Air Patrol Cadets  - The CAP cadets will be at the 
field November 13 from 9:00 AM to noon for some 
hands-on RC flying and Rick Byrd will do a 
demonstration the kids.  We need trainers, buddy boxes 
and airplanes for the event.  Contact Rick Byrd if you 
can help. 
 
Electric Fun Fly - Tom Blakeney reminded everyone of 
the Electric Fun Fly to be held on October 30.  There 
will be many prizes including a Futaba 7C spread 
spectrum radio.  Gene Hodges and Gary Nelson will be 
the flight line bosses.  Gary and Jeanne Alphin will do 
the lunch for pilots and spectators.  Lockheed Martin has 
donated 7 awards to be given to pilots at the event. 

 
Auction - Tom Blakeney is working on an auction to 
raise money for the club.  No date has been set and more 
information will follow. 
 
Thunderbird Fun Fly  - President Dingman reminded 
everyone of the Fun Fly and family get-together on 
October 31.  We are to bring a covered dish and 
something to fly.  Gary Alphin has made some fun fly 
challenges to anyone who wants to participate. 
 
Float Fly - Bob Hoover reminded members of the float 
fly to be held on November 7 at Camp Joy Park on Lake 
Worth.  A foam T-28 will be awarded to one of the 
registered pilots. 
 
Parking Lot  - Joe Jopling said there is still no progress 
on the parking lot for the new field, but there is hope.  
What else can we say? 
 
SAE - The 2011 SAE event will be held on March 18-
20.  Volunteers are still needed for the flying on 
Saturday and Sunday and for the inspections on Friday.  
This is a big event and it gets a lot of recognition for the 
club.  Contact Ken Knotts is you can help. 
 
Missing - Gary Alphin said someone must have 
borrowed one of the fish fryers from the club and failed 
to bring it back.  If you have it, please contact Gary. 
 
Officer Nominations - President Dingman asked all 
officers they were will to serve another term and all 
affirmed they would if members wanted them to.  Dave 
then opened the floor for nominations and no additional 
names were nominated.  Secretary Ken Knotts did not 
receive any nomination by mail one week prior to the 
meeting.  Benny Thorne moved to accept the current 
officers and Clyde Henley seconded the motion.  It 
passed.  President Dingman then said we would move to 
next year with the current officers. 
 
Christmas Party - The annual Thunderbird party will 
be December 11 at 6:30 PM at Spring Creek BBQ on 
Camp Bowie West. 
 
Show and Tell - Joe Jopling showed his Tiger Shark 
was designed about 70 years ago and started as a control 
line airplane that flew in a clockwise direction.  He also 
had a sales ad for the airplane. 
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Door Prize Winners: 
 

Starter - Woody Lake  Heat Gun - Monty Smith  Spinner -     Woody Lake  
Wheels - Monty Smith  Fuel Pump - Johnny Hunt  Allen Wrenches - Benny Thorne  
Fuel - Ron Kosar and Gene Hodges 

 
September Mystery Thunderbird – Ian Waring was correctly guessed by Len Minco.   
October Mystery Thunderbird  - Bob Lutker  
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Secretary 
 
From the Treasury 
 
New Members - Please welcome our newest members, 
Matt Lambarth. 
 
Our online application and the update sheet have fields 
for an emergency contact person and phone number.  If 
you have not done so, please provide this information.  
The information will be entered into our data base and a 
copy will be kept at the field in the Training Box. 
 
By now you should have received your invoice for 2011 
dues.  Please check all of the information and make any 
corrections if necessary. 

The invoice should be returned to me with your payment 
and any corrections to your personal information. 
 
If you have not received your 2011 invoice please let me 
know. (817) 614-0056 
 
Thanks to those members that have already paid their 
2011 dues. 
 
Hope to see you at the meeting and the field. 
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Treasurer 

 
 
OOPS! 
 
Between Terry and Woody they pretty much keep this article full. Woody’s Tiger Moth was lost as a result of a 
failed battery pack just after take-off. Terry’s Giant Lazy Ace was not firing on both cylinders, resulting in not 
enough power to recover from a turn in windy conditions. The Tiger Moth ended up east of our runway between 
the Mesquite trees (whew) and the lake road. The GLA ended up in a tree at the north end of the runway. 
Thanks to Irvin for climbing the tree and recovering the GLA. 
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IMAC  
 
The photo kind of says it all for Saturday, however, Sunday was much better and appreciated by all. 

 

 
 
Racing 
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Electric Fly-In  
 
October 30th yielded clear skies and a great day for flying. Tom has named his event the Texas Electric EXpo (TEX). 
Ultimate goal is for this event to develop into the premier north Texas electric fly-in. Judging from number of registered 
pilots, quantity and variety of airplanes, spectators, flying, great food, and unbelievable give-a-ways; he’s off to a good 
start. Well done to Tom and his lovely wife, Gary and Jeanie Alphin, and the Thunderbird’s support staff. 
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Float Fly 
 
Many attended the last Thunderbird Float Fly of the 2010 season. 35 registered pilots and just as many spectators. The 
weather cooperated and a great day for flying was enjoyed by all. However, not without our usual number of mishaps the 
‘Best Splash’ award went to Vic Larsen. As with most float fly’s there was a number of J-3 Cubs (can’t beat a Cub on 
floats). Dave Dingman was the winner of the micro T-28. Congratulations to Bob Hoover for another successful Winter 
Float Fly event. 
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Chip Mull and his quarter scale Widgeon. Chip is offering this airplane as a short kit. For more info go to:  
����	
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Fun Fly 
 
Great food, beautiful weather and some fun flying events planned by Gary Alphin. Jeanie, we’ve got to get that 
megaphone away from Gary. 

 

 
 
Civil Air Patrol  
 
Thunderbirds hosted the South Fort Worth Diamondback Composite Civil Air Patrol Squadron for a training and flight 
familiarization session on the 13th of November. Seven cadets and their Public Affairs Officer Capt. Sharron Stockwell 
along with nine Thunderbirds were in attendance. The morning was filled with flight instruction and some basic 
aerodynamic theory. Rick Byrd performed a free style aerobatic demonstration for the cadets at the end of the session and 
WOW’d the Cadets.  Many thanks to all that supported this community involvement effort. 
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THUNDERBIRD SAFETY 
Well our annual all electric fly-in was a roaring success. Well maybe ‘roaring’ isn’t quite the proper word since 
the most common ‘noise’ from the aircraft was closer to a ‘whirr’ than a roar. The only possible exception being 
the performance of a BVM Electra-jet; that showed everyone that you don’t have to give up speed just because 
it’s is powered by batteries. A great time was enjoyed by everyone and the turnout was better than expected. 
Thanks to all the people that helped make this year’s event a great success. I didn’t get a chance to stay the 
entire day but, my last count was 42 pilots and over 130 aircraft as of 1:30 PM. As far as I know there was only 
one ‘incident’ that occurred when after launching his aircraft and while walking back to the pilot box, a pilot 
tripped over the fence surrounding the pilot box resulting in more embarrassment than injury. He quickly 
hopped up and continued flying his aircraft. One thing I have never heard; is anyone refusing to help someone 
launch his aircraft, so don’t be shy; ask�for help even though you are quite capable of doing it solo. Could this 
incident have been prevented? Of course it could have. By having a person launch your aircraft while you are in 
the pilot box, you don’t have to walk blindly back around the fence surrounding the box. That way he can spot 
for you and keep an eye on other aircraft, weather the runway is clear…well you get the idea.  This does 
highlight a potential problem. The fence surrounding the pilot box is, in my opinion is a bit too low and 
therefore hard to see. If it was just a bit higher than your waist it would be impossible to trip over and easier to 
see. At worst, a person might bump into it on their way there. We can address this at the next meeting and 
discuss other possible solutions, in the mean time. Use the buddy system, have fun and fly safe. 
 
Jim Newton - Safety Officer 

 
Name the Thunderbird 
 

 

Native Texan and graduate of Texas A&M this student 
pilot standing by his trusted T-28 had just completed 
Primary Pilot Training in the USAF and went on to 
complete Basic Pilot Training in the T-33. 
After graduating he attended Basic Instructor School and 
returned to his base and over the years was an Instructor 
Pilot in the T-33, T-37 and the T-38. 
When discharged from the Air Force he had 
accumulated over 3,000 hours of flying time with over 
1,500 in the T-38.  He felt honored to have served his 
country and had the opportunity to fly some of the Air 
Force's great aircraft. 
He became a member of the FW Thunderbirds in 2004 
and has been active in many club activities. 
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Ballots will be collected at the September meeting (No E-Mail guesses please). All correct answers will be put in the 
proverbial “hat” and the winner will be awarded a gift certificate from J.T.s. 
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Field Progress 
 
No new progress to report on. 
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THUNDERBIRD 2010 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 
November 20th Community Event  Woody Lake 
 Trinity Hills Church  at6pilot@att.net 
 
December Christmas Party  Club Officers 
 
January 1 2011 Black Eye Pea Fly-In   Club Members 

	
 
 

Map to new Field: 
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Len and Debbie  invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and Vacuum 
Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 
(817) 594-2602 
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NOTICE:    
 
The Hobby Academy previously located in Saginaw has relocated to Azel. His shop is on Main Street and  more info will 
follow. 
 
Humor  
 

 
Newest Flight Instructor    December Mystery Thunderbird 

   
 


