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Next club meeting: May 24th, 2010, 7:00 pm at WeSide Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd

Greetings Thunderbirds

Is this year flying by or am | just spending maree asleep or
so it seems that way. We survived another roun8A# and
for the most part all went well. BUT, it is oursadg next year
so your officers have already started putting tHeeels in
motion. Next year may be a bit of a challenge duédsting
the event at our new site. Ken Knotts has alreatlya slate to
start organizing things and | would like to ask tthall
thunderbirds please give him your full attentiorhisT event
takes a lot of man-hours to organize as well aotaof
volunteers.

On another note the new site has moved forwartlle lAs of
Thursday they started putting up fencing around ftlght
stations and between the taxi way and awnings. ir@ans
that the grass company could start preparing tie flar hydro

mulch around the 17of May and that's great news. Let's

keep our fingers crossed and hope that things keeying

Vice Presidents Corner

No report this month.

Vice President Fort worth Thunderbirds

February 2010 Club Meeting Minutes

President Dave Dingman called the meeting to oadef:03
PM.

Randy Martin moved to accept the minutes as puidish the
newsletter, Gene Hodges seconded, passed.

forward. Before | sign off, Woody Lake is heading the
Open House/Air show for the opening of our new aitd I'm
sure he needs volunteers for various positionshén show.
Please offer your assistance. | hate sounding dikeroken
record but it's always the same people pullingtiadl weight
and we need everyone’s help.

For those that have read this article and or thosithis news
letter “THANK YOU”. This means that you appreciatk the
hard work and effort that it takes to create oumbld etter
each month and you either agree or disagree with th
information it provides. Now that you have beenirdformed
it makes you a valid candidate to attend our MONTHY
MEETING and help make all those important decisi@ns
reality. Remember a little rudder from time to ticwuld keep

you pointed in the right direction.

See you at the meeting

President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds

President Dingman gave the treasurer report irabisence of
Bob Hoover.
Safety Officer Jimmy Newton had no report this nont



Old Business

SAE: Ken Knotts, Dave Dingman and Oliver Alvarado
briefed the club on the upcoming SAE event. Thae 65
teams from colleges around the world that register€&ifty
eight teams made it to the event and the weathspetect.

New Field: Joe Jopling reported on the new field. All field
work is to be finished by May 15 so the grass pantnd
watering can begin. The parking lot is still nat finished.
Ken Knotts and Ben Moore mowed the area around the
shelter, taxiways and runway.

Someone has again locked out the Corps of Enginegrs
locking the chain togetherBe sure when you lock the gate;
put our lock through the Corps lock.

New Business

The grand opening of the new field and the air shullvbe
September 26. Woody Lake will need a lot of halputting
on this event. Please volunteer to Woody as ssoyoa can
and give him your preference as to what you woildg to do.
The P-51 that was donated to the club by Ed Rankinbe
taken to the SAE event for both the inspection dayFriday
and the flying days on Saturday and Sunday. Te&hgrpe
and Joyce Knotts sold tickets Friday and JeanndiAlpold
tickets at the field on Saturday and Sunday. Thatokall
three of them, they made a lot of money for thédclu
Greenbriar Community Center: Dave Dingman reported on
the Greenbriar Community Center participation. &ecle
on page 6.

Upcoming Events
War Birds - May 15
Old Farts - June 16

President Dingman reported that the Thunderbirdsnamw a
non-profit member of the Benbrook Chamber of Conueer
They send newsletters to about 44,000 homes inBektand
the Thunderbirds will have articles and upcomingeras
schedules in the paper. Benbrook TV channel 27ahasd for
the Thunderbirds.

Dave Dingman found there are several other ThumadbRC
clubs in the US including Kalamazoo, Michigan, Re/iOhio
and Shawnee, Oklahoma.

Dirty Dozen: President Dingman gave certificates endorsed
by the AMA to the Thunderbirds Field Maintenance@rfor

From the Treasury

New Members- Please welcome our newest members, Roger
Petton,

Our online application and the update sheet halddifor an
emergency contact person and phone number. Ihgea not

a job well done. Congratulations to all the mowargw for
keeping the field looking great.

Races: Gene Hodges reminded everyone that the next pylon
race will be June 6 at Thunderbird Field. The jmes two
races were rained out.

We had one visitor, James Young who is new to tka.a

Show and Tell

Woody Lake brought his beautiful Spitfire to shoawhhe put
the finish on it to look like it had been flyingrfa while. It
had dark areas streaming from exhaust stacks amdaged
seams. Beautiful work Woody.

Door prize winners:

Glow caddy Mel Wells (donated to Warbird
Event)

Soldering Iron Oscar Slaughter (donated to War
bird Event)

Hand Fuel Pump Oscar Slaughter (donated to War
bird Event)

Glow Driver J. C. Dean

Electric Fuel Filler Woody Lake (donated to the War
bird Event)

Monokote Polish
Fuel

Tommy Perry
Joe Jopling and Gary Alphin

We had an auction for a donated Futaba transmiteegiver,
flight box with power panel, battery, starter, glawver, and
various tools. Chuck Mcleroy won with a bid of $10Thank
you Chuck.

Secretary

done so, please provide this information. Therimiztion will
be entered into our data base and a copy will lpg &ethe
field in the Training Box.



Frank Halpin has constructed five wooden boxesoigsk our
PA equipment. He donated all of the materials spent a
great deal of time in the process. Please thaakk-for his
contribution to the club.

Warbird Flyin

Despite the heavy rains prior to the Warbird FlySaturday’s
weather was perfect. Light winds, overcast sky, anid
temperatures. Sixty registered pilots with over éfplanes on
station. Despite some attrition, all appeared teeha good time.
This is our fourteenth Warbird Fly-in and you folkst make it
better and better each year.

Gary and Jennie Alphin once again outdid themsehit#sa first
class lunch of sirloin hamburgers and fresh cubé&ndries.

Aircraft ranged from a WWI Italian biplane to modgets. Three
B-25s and a Bristol Blenheim rounded out the bondoatingent.

We have now been released to proceed with our @art
completing the new field. The planting of grassl wiloceed
as soon as the weather permits.

Hope to see you at the meeting and the field.

Treasurer

P-51s, P-47s, P-40s, Corsairs, Hellcats, and Sgstfirovided air
support. Trainer aircraft were also in abundandgeiMoth (4),
PT-17, T-28, and a PT-19.

The P-51 donated by Ed Rankin was won by Rick &r§ghe
Bryan from Irving, TX. Ed drew the winning tickehé when he
called Rick and his wife, both immediately drovedor field;
excited to say the least.

Some of the Clubs attending this year were: Greateith West,
Plainsmen, Golden Triangle, Springtown, $14ero Squadron,
Texas Wings, Prop Busters Memphis, TN, and AmaRI® Club
Amarillo, TX.

Terry and Woody really appreciate the support givsnour
members. This event has been a long, but enjoyatie and
thanks to y'all the pilots that attend couldn't tegppier. To all of
our on-site support folks, to those that donatemhd, and to those
that registered and didn't fly, thanks one andMdixt year will be
number 15. Once again, from the original 13 regéstén 1995 to
the 60 registered in 2010 we thank you FW Thunddsbi
members one and all.



SAE/Lockheed Martin Aero Design East 2010 Heavy-lif Competition Hosted by the Fort Worth Thunderbirds

(AMA Charter #1217)

The Fort Worth Thunderbirds had another succesgalr in
hosting the SAE Aero Design East 2010 CompetitianAgril

30 — May 2, 2010. This year's event attracted megjiing
students from universities around the world and W& The
majority of the competing schools are from the W8 &€anada
but approximately 30% hailing from as far away aslid,
Poland, and Brazil.

The Aero Design contest is composed of three ctasegular,
Micro and Advanced. Each class has differing desig
constraints and requirements. All classes mustm#ula
technical report, present their aircraft during abral
Presentation and fly in the weightlifting competiti A
volunteer panel of Thunderbird members serves &ysand
technical inspectors. The flying portion of thergmetition was
held at Thunderbird Field in Benbrook, TX with the

Thunderbirds coordinating the field competition aaldl flight

operations for SAE and Lockheed Martin Aeronautics.

The event was organized in part by Thunderbirdseamgman
(President) and Ken Knotts (Vice President). Daeeved as
Flight Boss of all air operations. Ken Knotts smivas field
coordinator and liaison with SAE International abhdckheed
Martin. Ken’s contact at Lockheed Martin was Otivdvarado,
who has been working the event with the SAE simast year.
Luckily, Oliver is also a Thunderbird. Behind thdszy people
was an army of Thunderbird volunteers whose help evacial
for the success of this competition.

Sixty-five universities signed up for the highly rapetitive

challenge but only the top 3 universities from eatdss were
recognized:



Regular Class:
1% CEFET-MG (Venezuela)
2" University of Cincinnati
39 Escola de Engenharia de Sao Carlos (Brazil)

Micro Class:
1 Escola de Engenharia de Sao Carlos (Brazil)

2" University of Puerto Rico
39 Missouri University of Science and Technology

Advanced Class:
1% Warsaw University of Technology
2" Escola de Engenharia de Sao Carlos (Brazil)
3% lowa State University

The Planes



The People

Community Events

Greenbriar Community Center: There were approximately
100+ kids and adults that attended this Show n Fielld Day.
Thunderbirds Dave Dingman, Tom Blakeney, Gene L@k
Ken Knotts were assisted by Richard Ling and Jietahrd. We
had a static display of several types of modelsvaadlew indoor
and outdoor electric models. Tom Blakeney traisederal kids
in the gym. These types of events are well thereftor the kids
and not to mention rewarding for us Thunderbirdsould highly
recommend that if you haven’t already done so, thmake it a
point to attend the next event of this nature.



Members Projects

After a two year delay | finally opened the box manger
Nine Spitfire arrived in. Right out of the box thégrplane is
ready for assembly and equipment installation ftight.

However, deciding not to have a Spitfire lookingeliother
Hanger Nine Spits | proceeded to enhance the laoksmake
it unique unto it's self.

Stock Hanger 9 Spitfire Photo

First off | wet sanded all surfaces with #600 wet/sandpaper.
The intent was twofold in that it gave a slightiylicappearance
and secondly any painting would have a surfacetuilio.
Using a cut to ‘camo’ pattern of blue cleaning kldétmasked
off the olive drab areas and painted the brownsavéth Model
Master ‘rattle can’ paint. The key here was totliglspray over
the cloth area towards the brown. This resulted fieathered
look and no bleeding under the cloth.

I must also mention that since the decals are ppéied |
brushed ‘Liquid Mask’ onto the decals protectingrthduring
the painting process. This product works great iang@moved
easily with soap and water.

Once all parts were painted to my satisfaction pligg panel

lines and rivet/fasteners. | used a panel linegrehtemplate to
achieve the correct spacing (kind of) between feste

Squadron Signal Publication “Spitfire in Action”as excellent
reference for the various Mark Versions. Once #ifert was

completed the Spit still looked to pristine for arwweary
combat airplane. (not reflected in the followingfd)

Not wanting to break out the air gun | used artisarcoal to
achieve the weathering effect | was looking for.kdaa
charcoal stick and lightly shave it to obtain atdike texture in
a small mixing cup or other suitable container.litde bit of
charcoal on a finger tip goes a long way. To aceepanel |
placed some blue painters tape along the panel ding
smudged the charcoal rearward and used my imagmadi get
the effect | was looking for.



Remember; keep the weathering light as the clear coat
spray will darken the weathering.

As if | wasn't satisfied thus far | mixed some R&-Banopy
glue with acrylic paint the correct olive drab agatth brown. |
then applied it, using a toothpick, to rivets/fages thus
achieving a raised look. | also used aluminum tmpepanels
that had a raised look. These panels were paimtedarrect
color for their location and then lightly scrappeith a #11
exacto blade for weathering.

Finally the entire airplane was over sprayed witkster Coat
Semi Gloss (satin) clear to fuel proof the finish.

Final touch was to install the Iron Bay Pilot figul painted
using their web site’s instructions.

As | commented during last month’s meeting, “if Yrela scale
builder it helps to be a little anal”, and if yoe'really lucky
you have a wife that recognizes that fact and |loums never-
the-less.

As a friend once told me at Lockheed, “there comésne in
every project when you have to shoot the engineémaove on
to production”Was that a gunshot???



Hanger 9 Stock Spitfire

Field Progress

Finally some reportable action! The taxiway fencasw
installed last Thursday. Rain stopped installatidrihe pilot
stations’ fencing, but the materials are there expected to
be put in this week. Grading (our contract) is ctatgexcept
for one small low area which the contractor will do his
nickel. This has enabled Bob Hoover to energize grass
contractor who will start as soon as it is dry egtoto move
his equipment in. On the downside, the parkingidastill in
limbo and a larger piece of it has been removediehm this
at the meeting.

Woody’s Reworked Versio



THUNDERBIRD SAFETY

| was thinking the other day how similar real Igeneral aviation is to the flying that we do at fiedd. First thought that came
mind is of course is that both strive for safetyflight. Our flying is seldom as dangerous as where is a crash in real life aviatio
Some of our wives would argue that a crash is anfiral disaster. No one would disagree that crashemtion is paramount in bo
our hobby and in all forms of aviation.

Ok, so how do we prevent crashes? Several waysateatommon to both are; by doing a through pgéif inspection, an
performing regular preventative maintenance. Whaa the last time you tightened your motor moumis, éhecked all the linkag
to your control surfaces? Have you recently insgethhe fuel lines for leaks, cracking and made thatthey are still flexible? Whe
was the last time you checked all your electricadrectors to insure they are in good condition mwidstarting to corrode? Have y
checked your battery pack to find out what capagityr battery packs have left when fully charged®sibf us haven’t flown muc
during the winter months yet expect our aircrafpésform flawlessly when we get to the field. Diduydrain the fuel from your tan
and put some rust inhibitor in the engine and catou before putting your aircraft up for the wirite
Another area often overlooked in crash preventiomédication. With spring here and a rising poieant, many pilots (real life an
RC) start suffering from allergies. Many medicatipmcluding some over the counter allergy medicetican cause drowsiness.
you are one of the many that suffer from allerg@eck the label to see if there are any advedse effects. Conversely, if you
have allergies (like | do); there can’t be too mémpgs worse than getting your aircraft in theaaid then start having your eyes s
to tear because of itchy or burning eyes. That makeing your aircraft a REAL challenge. So, remamilbyou are prone to visio
problems due to allergies, bring your medicineafetit before coming to the field.
How many times have you gone to the flying fieldl dforgot’ a much needed item? (Transmitter, batteack, fuel, or even th
wings) | have, and | know several others that t@se. We have all done it to some extent. Probtt@ymost often forgotten item h
to be sun-glasses, with a close runner-up beirdgre&un block or insect repellant. One method sfiiimg that we don't forget i

through the use of check lists. Check lists arery useful tool in ‘reminding’ us of all the thingisat need to be done and are v}

widely used in many industries including and esplgcithe aviation industry. How many of us haveheak list for our trip to th
flying field?

There are many things similar in general aviatishile we are not controlled by a tower on the ghumne do follow some ‘rules

the air’ when flying. One of these rules is thatntan aircraft is landing, it has priority over aictraft that is taking off. Once in t
air, we follow a ‘pattern’ when flying. Usually ‘etkwise’ when the winds are out of the north, acauhter-clockwise’ when th
wind is out of the south. Because we are not cattdy a tower on the ground, we also let ourofellpilots know when we ar
going to do something such as land, shoot a tondtga, low pass, or we are crossing the runwagtiterve an aircraft. We do this
prevent and aircraft incident and possible ‘finahbtiardship’ or worse yet, injury to another person

There are numerous similarities and differencewéen real life aviation and RC flying, but the gofboth is to insure that each a
every pilot has the exact same number of takeasffee has landings. By following some of the meshibdt are practiced in real li
aviation, we strive to prevent accidents, injurd amforeseen incidents. Think about the above raagbland ask yourself, “What ¢
| do to make my hobby safer?” Our hobby is all abwving fun, and | think you’ll agree that it isuoh more fun when after a day
flying you leave the field with the same numbepices that you came with.
Jim Newton

Safety Officer

2010 Texas Scale Championship-Scale Masters Quagifi

Last month | talked about entering the Texas Scale questions on this contact Lawrence at (817-781-R6IFhe

Championships in the fun scale class, almostyewer can flying is the same for all Classes. Advancedgls open to
meet those requirements and | know all you can tlflg everyone and you are automatically entered in tlexa¥
required flight maneuvers even a beginner can dsethif you Champion class, as a matter of fact some of oua3&cale
ever thought about entering a scale contest anérneave Champions have come from this class. The radiomaabe
FUN scale would be the place to start. This year awve won by the same pilot two years in a row; last {eainner
dividing FUN Scale into civilian and Military Clage give was Sonny Coleman. | know he will be back but somee
more pilots a better chance of bringing home tharda: We else will walk away with the Airtronics radio. Bits who have
can have someone to help guide you through theesbniWe entered in Expert Class before or have won the Fexa
can even have someone on a buddy box, if you wadt Champion title in the past are not eligible for thdio.

better like that.

I know some of you think you cannot compete in tl&ss-
If you want a chance at thrtronics 2.4 8 Channel radio BUT YOU CAN all it takes is YOU. We will help yowith
you have to fly in the Advanced Class. Advanceds€luses your documentation if you need it.
the AMA static rules of documentation, if you haeay




If there is any doubt about what maneuvers you havily
here they are:

Take Off

Fly by--straight line down the runway between 1@ &0 ft
high

Figure 8—draw an 8 in the air

Landing

Realism in flight—did it look like a real plane fhg around
Then you pick 5 other maneuvers that you like tolike a
loop, roll anything the real plane would do.

We will fly Saturday and Sunday starting 8 a.m. anding 4
p.m on Saturday and Trophy Presentation at 1 ord&un
You only have to fly 2 times so you can do your ptete

contest on Saturday if you have scheduling corsflict

THAT IS ITII!' You do that every time you fly.

Nothing tricky or hard about this.

If you need additional information on anything to @ith
entering flying or just scale in general give usah

For the top of the line competitors and we have MWAN the
state and in our immediate area, the class to EEXPERT.

If you're going to enter in the EXPERT CLASS yowbably
already know the rules and have done it beforeibybu're
tired of winning in the lower classes and you wsmine help
moving up—once again call on Max or myself we vh#lp
you out.

This year the Scale Masters championships will bkl hin
Rosewood, Kentucky, our Texas Championships is also
Scale Masters Qualifier; if you finish in the top% of the
event you will earn a spot at the Scale Masters
Championships. Everyone in Expert Class and Adsdnc
Class is automatically entered into qualifier.ydu win a spot
and decide not to go you spot will go to the newaldied
pilot.

TEAM SCALE—I like this class!! If you can build butave
trouble flying and want an experienced pilot tophgbu THIS
IS YOUR CLASS. We see some of the most beautifathg
here. The rules are the same as far as docurmmntatid
flying as in the Expert and Advanced class.

If you would like to help as a worker or a judge ICAME |
need the help 817-781-9615

Plan now to come out and play
If you want more info contact
Lawrence Harville



Date: June 16th, 2010 Time: 0900
Location: Thunderbird Field

Bring your Lunch, Thunderbirds provide Drinks
Give-A-Ways to Pilots

Registration Fee: $10.00

Contact: Woody at (817) 675-7613 - Email: at6pil@@att.net Sanction Number: 10-0834

gary.alphin@gbrx.com #
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DATE

June 16

August 7

August 14

September 11

September 18

September 26
Pending
October 16
October 23 — 24
October 30

November

December

January 1 2011

THUNDERBIRD 2010 CALENDAR

EVENT

Old Farts Four Stroke Fly-In

Float Fly

General Aviation Fly-In

Biplane Fun Fly

Senior Pattern Event

Air Show Open House

Benbrook Heritage Fest
IMAC

Electric Fly-In

Winter Float Fly

Christmas Party

Black Eye Pea Fly-In

POINT OF CONTACT

Woody LBlod Bishop

atbpilot@att.nef lostl @att.net

Terry Thorpe
tthorpe22@verizion.net

Bob HoovaiNbody Lake
roberthoover@uwmail.com

Bob Hoover
roberthoover@uwmail.com

Gary Alphin
gary.alphin@gbrx.com

Woody Lake
atépilot@att.net

Club Officers
Rick Byrd

Tom Blakeney

Bob Hoover
roberthoover@uwmail.com

Cub Officers

Club Members



Len and Debbie invite you to receive:

12 33 )44 $3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube

and Filter.
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and

4# | ) Vacuum Interior + 16 point inspection.
) 2850 Fort Worth Highway
( Hudson Oaks, TX 76087
(817) 594-2602

4 / Print Coupon







