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Issue 4356, March 2010 
 

Next club meeting: March 22nd, 2010, 7:00 pm at West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd 
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Greetings Thunderbirds  
It’s Sunday evening and what a great time I had 
today at Thunderbird field. We had a rather large 
turn out today and even had several spectators 
enjoying the flying. Speaking of spectators, after we 
move to the new field we will need to find other 
ways of soliciting new members. The best is 
probably word of mouth. Don’t be shy, spread the 
word about our new site and invite anyone that 
seems interested. Let them know that we have a 
training class on Thursday afternoon and please let 
them know how to contact our instructors for free 
lessons. Freeeeeeeeee lessooonnnnns. Our clubs 
future as well the whole hobby industry depends on 
new members and hobby enthusiast that we can 

mold and brain wash into believing that building 
and flying model aircraft is the best thing that 
could ever happen to you. (Sorry Dear), the second 
best thing that could ever happen to you. Almost 
shot myself in the foot with that statement. Anyway 
I think you all understand what I am trying to say.  
 One last thing I would like to ask. If you have a 
little extra time on your hands please try and attend 
April’s club meeting. I have a special item of 
interest to present and only myself and one other 
member knows it’s content. If it is taken well by the 
members then there could be more to come as the 
year goes on. Now that I’ve got your attention… 
see you at this month’s meeting.  

 

Don’t forget the monthly meeting start time has changed to 7pm. 
Our lock has been damaged and it has been removed from the gate. Until further notice, access to the field will be 
limited. If you have a need to be there, call Joe Jopling at 817-737-5520.  
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President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
 

Vice Presidents Corner 
 

All Club members we need more volunteers. The 
SAE Event we host is less than 45 days - we still 
need volunteers to help. Several people have 
volunteered but we still need the following: 
Someone whom has a large enough trailer or RV so 
we can set up the command center for the event this 
trailer needs to be able to set 3 to 4 people please 
email or call Dave Dingman. Another area of need 
is someone to be security for the event. Need 

someone who can spend Friday night and Saturday 
night at the field to make sure nothing is vandalized. 
If you’re not able to come to the club meetings then 
please email Ken Knotts our secretary to help with 
the event he is organizing the volunteers so if you 
haven't signed up to help please do. 
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Vice President Fort worth Thunderbirds 
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February 2010 Club Meeting Minutes 
 

President Dave Dingman called the meeting to order at 
7:34 PM 
Randy Martin moved to accept the minutes as published 
in the newsletter.  Passed 
Bob Hoover gave the treasurers report. 
 
Old Business 
 
The by-laws proposed changes will be coming at a later 
date.  The officers want to examine them very closely 
before submitting the proposal. 
 
The 2010 events schedule was discussed and accepted.  
You can review the schedule at 
http://www.fwthunderbirds.org/Upcoming-Events.php 
 
SAE – We still need more volunteers for the SAE event 
to be held on April 30, May 1 & 2.  WE need more 
inspectors for Friday.  If interested, please notify Ken 
Knotts at kenknotts@hughes.net .  An RV is needed to 
set up the weight station and to house someone to stay at 
the field on Friday and Saturday night.  Volunteers will 
be coming from the 114th Squadron and Texas Wings. 
 
Heritage Fest - at Benbrook will be on October 16.  
Thunderbirds are again invited and President Dingman 
requests more electric aircraft and helicopters to fly 
during the day.  David D’Arcy will head up this event.   
 
Open House Air show - Woody Lake, Joe Jopling and 
David D’Arcy will set the “Last plane to fly at the old 
field and first official plane to land at the new field”.  It 
would include the pilot taking off from the old field and 
travel by water flying a plane to the new field and 
landing there.  It will likely be a big media event.  AMA 
executives Doug Powell and Jim Rice will be invited. 
This should be a Class D AMA event and should not 
conflict with other sanctioned events in our area on that 
date. A tentative date of September 26th has been 
requested from the District VIII Event Coordinator. 
 
 New Business 
 
Christmas Party - is scheduled for Saturday, December 
11th, at 6:30 PM at Spring Creek BBQ on West Camp 
Bowie. 
 
Pylon Racing - Gene Hodges reported on the 2010 
Pylon Race schedule.  There will more clubs involved 
this year and the races will be held at more fields.  Check 

the schedule at:  http://www.fwthunderbirds.org/2010-Q-
25-Sport-Race-Schedule.php . 
 
The Weatherford swap meet will be on March 19 and 20. 
For more information go to:  
http://www.wamsrc.com/modules/wfsection/article.php?
articleid=2   
 
President Dingman reported that Joe Jopling is just home 
from the hospital after a bout with pneumonia.  We wish 
you well Joe. 
  
Gene Hodges reported there is a Giant Scale Pylon Race 
at Hearne on June 24 to 27.   
 
Warbird Flyin  - Ed Rankin has donated a P-51 
Mustang to the club.  It will be raffled and awarded to 
the winner at the War Bird Event.  It has an OS .61FX 
engine and has retracts, flaps, Hitech servos, battery 
included.  Install your receiver and it is ready to fly. It is 
on display at J.T.s Hobby Shop.  
 
President Dingman opened discussion about starting the 
Thunderbird Club meeting at 7:00 PM.  This would give 
us another 30 minutes to conduct business and have a 
program or presentation at the meetings.  Randy moved 
to change the start time to 7:00 PM; it was seconded by 
many and passed by those present.  See you at 7:00 pm 
beginning in March. 
�
Raffle Winners 
 
  Summer Rally Cap - Oscar Slaughter 
  Bomber Field Cap -  Monty Smith 
  Glow Starter -  Clarence Fewell 
  Razor Saw -  Charles Chennault 
  Allen Wrenches - Randy Martin 
  Monocoat Iron - Ron Kozar – donated to the War 

Bird Fly in 
  Throw Meter -  Tommy Perry 
  Heat Gun -  Monty Smith  
  Fuel Filler Valve -  Oscar Slaughter – donated to the 

War Bird Fly in 
Fuel Pump -  Woody Lake – donated to the 

War Bird Fly in 
  Fuel -    Bob Hoover and David D’Arcy 
�
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From the Treasury 
 
Report to be presented at the March meeting. 
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Treasurer 
 
Warbird Flyin  
 
The following photos are of the P-51 Mustang Ed Rankin has donated to our club as a raffle item for the 
Warbird Flyin. This P-51 includes all servos, engine, and retracts. Install your receiver and it’s ready to fly. The 
plane is on display at J. T.s Hobby Shop. Terry and I would like to personally thank Ed for his generous gift. It 
is greatly appreciated by us and the entire Thunderbird organization. See you on the 15th of May…….don’t 
make us send the MPs to come get you. 
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Members Projects 
 
The following are two photos of Ian Waring’s Hanger Nine Toledo Special. Looks very similar to the Sig 
Rascal. Look’n good Ian. 

   
 
Field Progress 
 
Removal of ground cover north and east of the runway has begun. The attached photo shows a significant improvement in 
clearance to the north. The photo was made March 3 and little has been accomplished since because of weather.  
The parking lot retains water and the problem has not been resolved between the Corps and the contractor. The bottom 
two photos are aerial shots of the field. 
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THUNDERBIRD SAFETY 
 

Greetings fellow thunderbirds pilots:  Do you know your location right now? 
In my final edition as the Safety officer I would like to bring up a different way of thinking as far as safety goes. 
Since the weather is getting better pilots are now again driving to their home fields and to other club’s fields 
around the city/cities and even to other states. I bring up the topic question because of an event that happened to 
Kay and me while driving late one night. We came across an overturned jeep; the kids involved were all shook 
up and bleeding and could not tell us where we were. Even though we knew what road we were on we were not 
sure how far out of town or even what direction to the nearest town. I had to run down around a corner and 
luckily I found a church, now I had a location to give to the rescuers.  I bring this up because of an event that 
happened last year at our field. Yes we all know that we fly on the west side of Lake Benbrook and some of us 
know that we fly in the Dutch Branch park area, but after all, Dutch Branch Park is quite large.  So let’s break it 
down, you can tell the authorities we are a mile (or 2?) South of the guard gate and approximately 300 yards 
south of the swimming beach - (for a better location) at the RC flying field. The GPS locations are placed at 2 
locations at the field so that helps as well. So now you say ok that was last year we talked about it. What is your 
point? My point leads to this, how about the new field for those that have been there and to those that eventually 
will be arriving? Yes it is at Mustang Park on the south end of the lake and it’s off Hwy 1187, but exactly 
where?  How do you tell someone where it is? Again Mustang Park is big, so start forming a plan to tell 
someone just exactly where the flying field is.  Also, when driving around on the highways watch those mileage 
markers and notice signage more often. It might just happen to you that you need to know your location in an 
emergency situation.  
 
Now with that all said as I mentioned in the opening statement it is my final edition,  I have spoken with and 
written a letter to Dave Dingman telling him that I need to resign from the officers committee due to work 
complications and some personal matters as well.  I told him and am letting y’all know that I will still help the 
club when I can. Thank y’all all for allowing me to be the safety guy even though it was for a short period of 
time. I’m hoping that Jimmy will take the position since he ran against me for it.  
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Humor 
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THUNDERBIRD 2010 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 
April 30 - May 2 SAE Event     Ken Knotts 
         kenknotts@hughes.net 
 
May 15   Warbird Flyin     Terry Thorpe / Woody Lake 
         tthorpe22@version.net / at6pilot@att.net 
 
June 16   Old Farts Four Stroke Flyin   Woody Lake/Bob Bishop 
         at6pilot@att.net / lost1@att.net 
 
August 7  Float Fly     Terry Thorpe 
         tthorpe22@verizion.net    
 
August 14  General Aviation FlyIn    Bob Hoover / Woody Lake 
                                                         roberthoover@uwmail.com   
                                                     
September 11  Biplane Fun Fly    Bob Hoover 
                                                   roberthoover@uwmail.com   
 
September 18 Senior Pattern Event   Gary Alphin 
    gary.alphin@gbrx.com 
 
September 26 Air Show Open House  Woody Lake 
Pending        at6pilot@att.net 
 
October 16 Benbrook Heritage Fest  Club Officers 
 
October 23 – 24 IMAC   Rick Byrd 
 
October 30 Electric Fly In   Tom Blakeney 
 
November  Winter Float Fly    Bob Hoover 
         roberthoover@uwmail.com    
 
December Christmas Party  Cub Officers 
 
January 1 2011 Black Eye Pea Fly-In   Club Members 
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Len and Debbie  invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and 
Vacuum Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 
(817) 594-2602 
Print Coupon 
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