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Issue 4359, June 2010 
 

Next club meeting: June 28, 2010, 7:00 pm at West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd 
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No report this month, see you at the meeting. See you at the meeting  
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President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
 

Vice Presidents Corner 
 
No report this month. See you at the meeting.
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Vice President Fort worth Thunderbirds 
 
May 2010 Club Meeting Minutes 
 
President Dave Dingman called the meeting to order at 7:00 
PM. Randy Martin moved to accept the minutes as published 
in the newsletter, Frank Halpin seconded and it passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Bob Hoover gave the treasurer's report 
seconded and approved by the members present. 
President reminded everyone about the financial status of the 
club and said that all club events should make a profit. 
 
SAE 2011: Ken Knotts has started the SAE organization that 
will again be held at Thunderbird field in 2011.  We do not 
have a date, but it will likely be about the first of May.  Oliver 
Alvarado said he will give us the date as soon as he knows it.  
Each section coordinator will be responsible for arranging 
volunteers, setting times for arrival, breaks, etc.  Coordinators 
will include inspection, parking, flight line and others.  If you 
would like to be a part of this event, please contact Ken at 
kenknotts@hughes.net. 
 
War Birds : Terry Thorpe said we had flyers from Memphis, 
Tennessee, San Antonio and Amarillo.  There were 60 pilots 
and over 80 airplanes at the War Bird event.  The P-51 was 
won by Rick Bryan of Irving and he was notified soon after 

the drawing.  He immediately came to the field and picked up 
his prize.  Congratulations Rick and thanks for your support. 
 

 
 
President Dingman reminded everyone to send a flyer of their 
event to all the hobby shops in the local area.  This can help 
attendance and profit for your event. President Dingman also 
asked all members to notify a club officer at events if there is a 
problem situation. 
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President Dingman made a presentation to Woody Lake of a 
book "Aircraft Anatomy of World War II". Two hundred and 
fifty six pages of illustrated technical drawings and Spec info 
of aircraft from 1939 - 1945 for all the work he has done for 
the club.  Woody is very appreciative and stated it would not 
be a give-a-way at next year’s warbird. 
 
WAMS Float Fly:   Sarge (Verne Bell) reported on the Float 
Fly held by WAMSRC at Lake Weatherford.  There a lot of 
airplanes and the weather was perfect. 

 

 
 
Bob Hoover told the members of the boxes that Frank Halpin 
made for storing our amplifier, speakers and other items.  
Thanks Frank, nice work. 
 
Dave Dingman reported that David D'Arcy will be moving to 
the Corpus Christi area. Jimmy Newton has stepped in as our 
Safety Officer. 
 
Safety: Jimmy Newton gave the safety report and said there 2 
cut fingers at the SAE event and one face injury from a flying 
object that got in a propeller.  Please be careful and remind 
others when you see a potential accident. Gene Hodges 
reported on a helicopter incident that injured a 17 year old girl.  
You can get more information and see a video of the news 
report.  According to the report, the guys flying the helicopter 
left the park and didn't offer to help the girl who was badly 
injured.  Gene said the AMA and others have risen over 
$10,000 to help the girl. 
 

Pylon Racing:  Gene Hodges said the next race will be 
Sunday, June 6 at Thunderbird Field.  Race starts at 1:00 PM.  
Gene also said the electric pylon racer that was demonstrated 
as a concept aircraft is available for purchase.  See the ad in 
the June Model Aviation for more information. 
 
New Flying Site: The Flying D Ranch is open for RC 
modelers.  
http://www.helifreak.com/showthread.php?t=214232 for more 
information. 
 
136th Airlift Wing Family Picnic:   James Meadows is 
looking for help for the Family Day for the 136th Airlift Wing 
at the Joint Reserve Base on June 27 from 12:00 to 4:00 PM.  
Contact James at Jamslam1@Aledobb.com or 817-441-2792. 
 
Old Farts Four Stroke Fly in:  The Old Farts four stroke fly 
in will be on Wednesday June 16 from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM.  
Woody Lake is the contest director and Bob Bishop is the 
alternate. 
 
Field Update:  Joe Jopling gave an update on the new filed.  
The field has been seeded and the water system is up and 
working and we should see grass this week.  The parking lot 
rework is at a standstill.  About half the parking lot has been 
torn up to fix the drainage problem, but no work has been 
done to repair it for several weeks.  More to follow. 
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IMAC Crosby TX:   Frank Halpin said we had several 
Thunderbird winners at the IMAC in Crosby, TX.  Rick Byrd 
won 1st in Unlimited, Murry Adams won 1st in Sportsman, 
and Chuck Ezell won 3rd in Intermediate. 
 
Unmanned Aircraft:  Randy Martin said the FCC and AMA 
are again talking about Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS).  
The AMA has a web page dedicated to the subject.  You can 
keep informed on the rule making process by going to 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/news/ama-faa.aspx. 
 
Senior Pattern Contest:  Ken Knotts and Gary Alphin talked 
about the SPA that will be September 18 at the new field.  A 
Skylark 70 with a Thunder Tiger .61 and hightec servos will 
be raffled.  Tickets are available from Ken Knotts. 
 

Open House/Air show: Woody Lake discussed the upcoming 
grand opening of the new Thunderbird Field on September 26.  
We plan to have hot dogs, drinks, flyers, portal potties, etc.  
Estimated cost is $500.  We need to get donations for all that 
we can to offset the cost.  If you have ideas, please contact 
Woody. 
 
Door Prizes - 
  Wheels - Terry Thorpe 
  Tubing - Tom Blakeney 
  Prop -  Monty Smith 
  Servo -  Sarge Bell 
  Starter - Clyde Henley 
  Fueler - Woody Lake 
  Hex wrenches- Tom Blakeney 
  Fuel -  Gary Cummings and Doug Carrell 
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Secretary 

 
From the Treasury 
 
No report this month. See you at the meeting.
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Treasurer 

 
Scale Masters 
 
The Scale Masters Qualifier was held at the GSW Flying 
field June 12 – 13. Unfortunately I was not able to participate 
this year but did manage to stop by and take some photos. 
Enjoy 
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The following three photos are of the emergency landing 
made by Lawrence Harville when his B-25’s gear only 
partially extended. Lawrence always entertains the crowd. 
Not exactly what I meant when I told him to give me a good 
photo opt. 

 

 

 

Judging from the following photo the damage looks minimal 
and if I know Lawrence the B-25 will be up and flying in no 
time. Notice in the final photo the P-38 is missing the 
starboard engine. No, this is not the single engine version of 
the P38, it actually fell off in flight and through sheer superb 
airmanship the pilot managed to save the airplane. The 
engine was later found by the end of the runway. 
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Training  
 
Longer daylight hours are yielding an increased attendance of students. Our training program is in full swing. We’ve already had one 
student solo and many are very close to having the training cord unplugged. Unfortunately our training fleet seems to have taken the 
brunt of some hard times. Come join us on Thursday evenings and partake in the fun and good times. 
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 Rex surrounded by some trainer causalities.      After training dinner and B’Day celebration for Woody 

 
Members Projects 
 
This aircraft was framed up by Thunderbird member Len Flomer who has since passed. It’s a DynaFlight kit and I’ve made some 
modifications to the upper wing placement, aileron hook up, and inner wing strut connect points. It will be covered with World Text 
Olive Drab on upper side and Antique on the bottom. Power will be a Saito 120 four stroke engine swinging a 15x6 prop. It took about 
8 hours (3 days) to line up the two wings with the fuselage, horizontal stab, and each other. Don’t you just love biplanes? 
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OOPs 
 
Lost a trainer while training seven year old Parker. 
Hopefully I didn’t scare him off. I was unable to find the 
battery pack but upon further investigation at home I notice 
the switch status indicator was red, servos were chattering, 
and rudder servo inop. Changed out the switch and servo, all 
seems to work fine. 
 

 
 

The second photo is of Terry Thorpe’s carrier version AT-6 
(SNJ) with folding wings. Terry said it makes it easier to 
transport. 
 

�����  
 
Field Progress 
 
The grass has been planted and watering is under way. The 
attached photo shows the watering layout. We have 
permission from the Tarrant County Water Board to use lake 
water and the contractor has set up a pump at the lake shore. 
We attended a meeting with the Corps on 8 June where the 
parking lot and other open items were discussed. Expedited 
action was promised, but there have no results to date. 
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WAMS Float Fly  
 
Another great float fly hosted by our sister RC club (WAMS) to the West. Light winds, overcast sky, and moderate temps made for a 
good day of flying. The photos say it all: 

 

 

 

           



�
�

����� 
���
�

Old Farts Four Stroke Fly In 
 
The weather cooperated for this year’s Old Farts Fly-In. Twenty one registered pilots and a multitude of airplanes. The B-25 on station 
was unfortunately lost due to a feathered engine. Joe Joplin also lost his plane when the wing departed the airframe. The gear kept 
collapsing on Woody’s Hurricane so it never flew and Kens AT-6 had some gear problems as well. Despite the mishaps it was a 
beautiful day for flying and the low key event made for a great time. Winner of the Flair DR-1 Fokker kit donated by Chuck Beaty 
was Dave Cinnamon. A great big Thunderbirds ‘THANK YOU’ to Chuck. Pictorial review of Old Farts Fly-In 2010 follows: 
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Scale Down Under 
 
Some scale airplanes from our RC friends in Australia ‘Victorian Flying Scale Aircraft Association’ 

�� �
 

   
 

For those of you old enough to remember (and admit to) the TV series Sky King. 

�
Cessna Bob Cat ‘Songbird’ 
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THUNDERBIRD SAFETY 
I was out at the field on March 29 enjoying some fantastic flying weather and visiting with fellow flyers. While waiting 
for my battery to recharge, I happened to watch as another flyer put a “fast charge” on his flight pack in preparation for 
his next flight. I didn’t think much of it at the time and wandered on down the line to say “Hi” to some other flyers. A few 
minutes later I stopped to admire the aircraft that was getting the battery recharged. It was a 50cc gas powered Extra 300S 
and was very well equipped. Top notch servos, dual battery packs and all the equipment was high quality. I was just about 
to comment on this when I noticed something was wrong. There was smoke coming from his aircraft and he hadn’t 
noticed it yet. I brought it to his attention and he immediately moved his aircraft away from his other aircraft and out from 
under the covered area and removed the canopy. Needless to say this was done with great haste. With the canopy removed 
he quickly located the problem; one of the battery packs had melted the insulation off of the leads, and melted the shrink-
wrap from around the pack and was starting to melt the foam rubber that encased it! He quickly jerked the offending 
battery pack out of the aircraft and tossed it a safer area on the sidewalk.  
My hat is off to the individual because a potential disaster was averted, no damage occurred to his aircraft (other than the 
battery pack) and other than a very minor burn to his hand, no injury occurred. After the incident was over I started 
thinking what could have happened and it made me shudder. The battery pack was not a “Lithium-polymer” battery; it 
was a Ni-MH pack normally considered to be very safe. Its location however was right next to the fuel tank and looked 
like it held about 24 oz. of gasoline. I think you get the picture of what could have happened. 
My experience in electronics has taught me that things just don’t short out for no reason, and since the battery pack was 
not being handled or moved; was secured and protected there wasn’t an obvious reason for it to short out. The battery 
pack was relatively new. So what caused this to happen? I can think of only one thing that could have caused it. The pack 
was “over-charged” during the “fast field charging”. According to Wikipedia the battery can be charged at 1c (the 
capacity of the battery) rate. After the battery is fully charged, and as it begins to overcharge, the voltage polarity of the 
electrodes inside the battery will begin to reverse, and this will cause the battery voltage to decrease slightly. “Smart 
chargers” detect this decrease and end the charge cycle. If a “constant current” type charger is used; most of the power is 
converted to chemical energy. However, when the cell is fully charged, most of the charging power will then be converted 
to heat. If allowed to continue, overheating resulting in an excessive temperature rise and possibly and overpressure 
condition may occur. This is why a charger meant for Ni-CD batteries is not a suitable substitute for Ni-MH batteries.  
There is one other possible reason for the inadvertent shorting of the battery pack. The weakest link in the pack is the 
leads themselves.  The pack in question was I believe a 2200 Ma pack and had either 24 or 26 gauge wire leads. If 
charged at a rate higher than 1C the current capacity of the wire could have been exceeded. Wire that is 26ga can only 
handle 1.5 amps of current for longer than 2 minutes, and 24ga wire can only handle 3.5 amps for longer than 30 seconds. 
Exceeding the current draw could have resulted in the leads overheating and melting the insulation resulting in the wires 
shorting out. 
There are four methods for properly charging Ni-HH battery packs.  The first is a “Voltage rate change” method, where 
the charger monitors the voltage and detects the slight drop in voltage when the battery is fully charged. The second is 
“Temperature change” method where the temperature of the battery is monitored to detect when the battery starts to 
convert chemical energy into heat resulting in an increase in temperature change indicating the battery is fully charged. 
The third method and NOT recommended is the “Manual charge” method. Careful monitoring is required and involves 
the use of a voltmeter and/or a timer and near constant monitoring. For this reason; this method is not recommended. 
There is of course one last method and is by far the most popular and most widely used method; that is of course the 
“Trickle charge”. Yes the good old “Wall wart” that came with your transmitter. Also know as a 1/C charger because it 
charges at 1/10 of the capacity of your pack. It is also referred to as an overnight charger. 
Question: So how can I avoid burning up my battery pack? 
Answers: Always charge your battery packs prior to coming to the flying field; only use smart chargers or overnight 
chargers when charging Ni-MH batteries (and of course use them properly) and finally always charge your battery packs 
with them removed from the aircraft. 
Thank you for being safe; 
Jim Newton 
Safety Officer 
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THUNDERBIRD 2010 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 
June 27   Static Display 136th Airlift Wing   James Meadows 
         Jamslam1@Aledobb.com 
 
August 7  Float Fly     Terry Thorpe 
         tthorpe22@verizion.net    
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August 14  General Aviation Fly-In    Bob Hoover / Woody Lake 
                                                         roberthoover@uwmail.com   
                                                     
September 11  Biplane Fun Fly    Bob Hoover 
                                                   roberthoover@uwmail.com   
 
September 18 Senior Pattern Event   Gary Alphin 
    gary.alphin@gbrx.com 
 
September 26 Air Show Open House  Woody Lake 
Pending        at6pilot@att.net 
 
October 16 Benbrook Heritage Fest  Club Officers 
 
October 23 – 24 IMAC   Rick Byrd 
 
October 30 Electric Fly-In   Tom Blakeney 
 
November  Winter Float Fly    Bob Hoover 
         roberthoover@uwmail.com    
 
December Christmas Party  Cub Officers 
 
January 1 2011 Black Eye Pea Fly-In   Club Members 
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Len and Debbie  invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and 
Vacuum Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 
(817) 594-2602 
Print Coupon 
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