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Issue 4354, January 2010 
 

Next club meeting: January 25, 2010, 7:30 pm at West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd 
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Greetings Thunderbirds  
 
Once again another new year has 
arrived.  I must say it feels great to 
represent the Thunderbirds as 
President again. This year brings 
us a lot of fun filled events as well 
as moving to our new field. 
I held my first officers meeting 
recently and was very pleased that 
everyone chosen by the members 

to run such a great organization is 
very much in tune with all that is 
going on. They have some new 
items to present at our club 
meetings for entertainment that I 
feel everyone will enjoy. 
 So let’s get out there and have 
some fun. Oh one last thing. I was 
looking at the club roster and we 

have several people that have not 
paid dues for 2010 yet. The new 
field is going to require some 
additional funds to finish off. So 
please (REJOIN TODAY ) and 
help us support the relocation of 
Thunderbird Field. See you soon.

Sincerely: 

���������	���
President, Fort Worth Thunderbird 
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As I think about our club I am proud to be a member one 
reason is because of some of the great camaraderie we 
share with one another and so many members are 
involved with club activities. We have a great diversity  
with so many interest of radio control flying, Our field is 
one of the premier sites in the nation that I have ever 
been to or flown at and even though we are moving I 
think our new field will be even more 1’st class. I also 
want to say please give Dave Dingman your support this 
year on the issues that come up, we have the SAE Event 
this year again (this we need lots of help with) and what 
I hear from other club members – Lockheed Martin feels 
we do this event very good – this is due to all of us 
helping with this event. These events bring in monies 
which we need desperately to have for the new field 
projects & operating expenses. If you have not helped or 

been part of any event come on out you will see it 
sometimes is hard work but we have fun. Also at each 
meeting this year I will have a projector and lap top set 
up and before the meeting will be showing either 
pictures of events or something about flying, Dave 
Dingman also has suggested that he has DVD’s he could 
bring on “Building” so we may even start a series on 
Building  if there is an interest. If you would like to 
share something in the way of pictures or an event please 
feel free to contact me – I do require at least a months’ 
notice in order to display any of your DVD info because 
I will have already planned what we will be displaying 
but will entertain putting it on the screen the following 
month. Be Safe, Be Careful, Be Courteous, May all your 
Takeoffs be successful. 
 


����
������ Vice President 
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President Will Campbell called the party to order at Spring Creek BBQ. Bob Hoover gave the financial report. Honors 
started with Rex Anderson presenting the solo award to students who successfully took off, flew, and landed a model 
for the first time.  Solo Honorees are; 

�
Marcus Vann    Jonathan Efinger   Gene Lord 

Clint Fewell and Luke Owens soloed also but were not present for their award. 
Pylon Racing – Overall Champion 

 
  Joe Suddith – 1st   Ken Knotts – 2nd    Len Minco – 3rd 

�

Pylon Racing – Thunderbirds 

�
�����Ken Knotts – 1st    Len Minco – 2nd       Gary Alphin – 3rd 

�Blake Arnold received a plaque for his 3rd place overall finish in 2007.�
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Thunderbird of the Year    Lifetime Thunderbird Mem ber 

�
Bob Hoover    Dave Dingman 

�
2010 Thunderbird Officers 

���
President      Vice President     Secretary 
Dave Dingman       Gary Alphin          Ken Knotts 

 

�
Treasurer    Safety Officer 
Bob Hoover    David D’Arcy 

 
Raffle: 
Early Christmas for some members in the form of raffle prizes: 

Gift Certificates – John George, Len Minco, and Gary Nelson  Puma – Blake Arnold 
Playmate – Gary Cummings      RV4 – Frank Halpin 
Revolver – Joe Jopling       Spektrum 2.4 Radio – Marcus Vann 

�����������
Secretary 
�
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New Members - Please welcome our newest member 
Jonathan Efinger, Paul Bowlin and his son Joe Bowlin, 
Gary Nelson, Jr., Anthony DiIulio and Buck Garza,  
 
Our online application and the update sheet have fields 
for an emergency contact person and phone number.  If 
you have not done so, please provide this information.  
The information will be entered into our data base and a 
copy will be kept at the field in the Training Box. 
 
If you use the online application you can pay by mailing 

a check or by using PayPal.  The PayPal dues amounts 
are adjusted to include the fees that PayPal charges the 
club. 
 
A reminder to those that have not paid their dues: The 
dues were due January 1, 2010 and are now past due.  If 
you intend to renew your membership please do soon as 
soon as possible. 
 
Hope to see you at the meeting and the field. 

�����������
Treasurer 

	
The following was provided by John Lamont the 
newsletter editor of the Victorian Model News published 
from ‘down under’. John and I, as well as other TBird 
members, have been in communication for a few years 
and share newsletters. What happened in the following 
story could very well happen to any one of us: 
 
I nearly got caught at the Nats when I decided to give the 
Laser 180 in the Gull a quick test run in the pits as it had 
not been turned over since the Cootamundra Nats in April 
of last year. Not having Ian with me as my usual helper I 
didn’t ask anyone else and held the model with my left 
hand on the long and very smooth cowling. After turning 
on the model and setting the transmitter throttle stick to 
low I applied the starter and the reliable Laser 
immediately burst into song at ‘FULL’  throttle. The 
model rocked forward on its wheels, started to slip 
forward through my hand, and my shirt was sucked into 
the prop before Gary Sunderland rushed to assist.  
Looking at the transmitter to find the cause I realized that 
I had neglected to turn the transmitter on and Murphy’s 

Law, of course, made sure that the motor carburetor was 
wide open. 

 
I can only claim a senior moment but it reinforces the need 
to always have the model restrained when starting. The 
prop must have missed my ribs by a few centimeters and 
while it was a big round Master “Classic” it could still have 
done some damage had it hit me. If it had been a razor 
sharp APC or Bolly it could have been really serious. 
I’m OK, the shirt is ruined and I have a couple of sun burnt 
patches on my chest. But it could have been a lot worse! 

�����  
 
Pictorial Review 2009 
 
The 2009 flying year was an active one for our club and members. Although we didn’t quite make it to our new field, our 
present location served us faithfully as in past years. Relocating will be like leaving an old friend but the memories will 
live on in our thoughts. With that being said, as the old adage goes “A picture is worth a thousand words” so let’s keep 
this month’s newsletter short. The following pages try to capture some of the fond and maybe not so fond memories of the 
year 2009. 
Enjoy 

�����  
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PEOPLE 
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OOPS 
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PLANES 
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MISC 
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2010 Black Eye Pea Fly-In 
 
A Texas tradition has it that if you eat black eye peas on News Year day you will have good luck through-out the year. 
Judging by the amount of food eaten we should be in for a really good year. This event has been celebrated for as long as I 
can remember. Thanks to all those folks that brought food and drink, and to all that attended to keep this tradition alive. 
Cold weather, hot food, but a great time had by all. 
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THUNDERBIRD 
SAFETY 

From your safety officer:  
 
Greetings club members and Happy 
New Year:  I would like to thank 
y’all for allowing me to become this 
year’s safety officer. I hope to ensure 
we have safe flying and safe ground 
conditions at our present field and the 
new field we will eventually 
transition to at some point in time.  
 
So, as we prepare for this year’s 
adventures in flying I need to stress 
some of the normal procedures that 
are known about but at times may 
have gotten lax. 
 
 With the growing transition from the 
72 MHz frequency to the 2.4 GHz 

frequency, you still need to place 
your AMA card on the Frequency 
Control Board in a slot reserved for 
2.4Ghz. 
 
If you are flying on 72 MHz then 
make sure you get it in the correct 
slot. Look at the card before you 
remove it from the slot to make sure 
it is yours. On Jan 1st I overheard a 
pilot say that he was not flying on 
that channel why was his card in that 
slot. Luckily this was after all the 
flying of that day had already 
happened but still freighting to hear. 
We managed to dodge a bullet that 
day. Either the pilot made a mistake 

in card placement, another pilot 
helping him put it in the wrong slot, 
or someone took his card out by 
mistake and put it back in the wrong 
channel when realizing it was not 
theirs. 
Anyway please check and recheck the 
card slots are clear for obvious 
reasons.  
 
Remember no AMA card - no flying 
allowed. Make copies and put them in 
your field box if you are the forgetful 
type or you will not be flying that 
day. Please don’t get upset with 
anyone if they bring this to your 
attention. The rules are posted on the 
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Frequency Control Board. 
 
Hand launching of planes is done to 
the left or right of other pilots 
preferably away from them. After 
launching move into the pilot’s box, 
never behind them to fly. 
 
Remember don’t turn your back to a 
running engine as it could get loose. 
 
Pilots remember to call your 
intentions and call them out loudly so 
everyone can hear them. Once again 

on the Jan. 1st there was small 
collision that could have turned out 
worse. 
 
Lastly as we get ready for the flying 
season let’s talk the safety of our 
planes.  Check over your planes, yes 
it has been raining and cold and 
snowing so these are the times to 
check your planes as they sit idle.  
Are the clevises holders still attached 
or are they worn or even missing? 
Were they ever installed to begin 

with?  Are your wheel collars tight? 
Are the servos working correctly? 
How about those batteries do they 
still have their correct charges. Are 
the surface hinges still tight on 
moving parts?  Engine and muffler 
hardware secure, and don’t forget the 
prop nut.  
 
Remember:   Flying safe and smart 
means I or someone else needn’t 
make a comment. 

 

�����������  – the safety guy    
 
Newsletter Inputs 

 
Once again I would like to solicit inputs from our 
members for the monthly newsletter.  I’m afraid a lot of 
good photo ops’ or stories are being missed. Most photos 
posted are those taken by me and I’m not always at the 
field. If you take any photos and want to share with our 

members please forward them to me with a brief 
description. All items welcomed; new projects, flying, 
crashes (hopefully not to many), or people. How about 
you helicopter guys?? If you can’t send the photos via e-
mail just send me the link to their location. 
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THUNDERBIRD 2010 CALENDAR 
 

DATE    EVENT    POINT OF CONTACT 
 
May xx      SAE Event 
 
May 15      Warbird Flyin     Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 
 
June xx         Old Farts Four Stroke Flyin   Woody Lake/Bob Bishop 
 

Pending Air Show Open House  Woody Lake 
 

December  Christmas Party    Club Officers 
 

January 1 2011 Black Eye Pea Fly-In  Club Members 



�
�

����� �����
�

����� �	�� 	!��" �#$" �	
 

  
    

   
 

0,�++�)11 �
�

�1#���!�������)���
2 �
���(���
1����.��� �
$ #
	�����	� �

Len and Debbie  invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and 
Vacuum Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 
(817) 594-2602 
Print Coupon 
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