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Issue 4355, February 2010 
 

Next club meeting: February 22nd, 2010, 7:30 pm at West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd 
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Hello Fellow Thunderbirds  
 
Just want to let everyone know that this year’s officers 
along with the help from a few very special members 
and civilians are working hard to promote additional 
funds for the completion of the new site. We have taken 
the time to put together a presentation that we hope will 
help in our quest to raise additional funds. I have 
provided a copy of this presentation for your reading 

enjoyment. Due to the length of this article I will end by 
saying it’s going to be a great year I feel lots of good 
things are just around the corner. So come on out and 
join us. You sure don’t want to miss the fun. 
 
Remember a little rudder never hurt anyone. 
Sincerely: 
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President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 

THE FORT WORTH THUNDERBIRDS AND THEIR NEW FIELD 
 
The Fort Worth Thunderbirds have operated a radio 
controlled aircraft site at Benbrook Lake under a paid 
lease from the US Army Corps of Engineers since 1962. 
During that time they have made significant 
improvements to the site using Club funds and labor. 
These improvements include a 40X450 foot concrete 
runway, flanked by an equal length grass runway, a 
25X160 foot concrete pit area, a 12X160 foot steel 
shelter, protected pilots’ stations and other infrastructure. 
They have maintained the area in pristine condition 
through regular mowing, weed elimination, trash 
disposal and general facilities maintenance. The 
Thunderbirds hold about a dozen flying events per year. 
Some are competitive and all are open to non-members. 
Two are held on leased property away from the field. 
These events can draw up to 100 aircraft, their crews and 
spectators. In designated years the club co-hosts with 
Lockheed Martin, the Society of Automotive Engineers 
Collegiate Design Series spring competition. This event 
encourages the development of aerodynamic technology 

by our next generation engineers. It is attended by over 
500 students from universities worldwide. 
The Thunderbirds support civic activities and provide 
free flight instruction. They have made programs and 
equipment available to Boy Scout and Cub Scout 
groups, to the Fort Worth Public Library, Benbrook 
City, the Knights of Pythias Home, the Corps of 
Engineers and others. In the summer they provide free 
instruction to any who want to learn to fly. The club 
provides the instructors, radios, aircraft and fuel. In the 
summer of 2005 the Corps became more and more 
critical of the Club’s flying over the road along the 
lakefront. They also had plans to triple the number of 
picnic sites in the flight pattern and to add other 
recreational facilities. At the same time the Association 
of Model Aeronautics (AMA) clarified its rule regarding 
flying over unprotected persons-- very positive “Don’t 
do it”. As the summer progressed, the Corps suggested 
that the club move and offered a site on the south shore 
of the lake. The Club responded that they would accept 



the move for the sake of public safety and longevity. The 
Thunderbirds then set out to raise money for the move. 
As an interim safety measure the Thunderbirds paid to 
have several picnic shelters moved from the more 
congested part of their flight pattern. The Corps 
furnished crushed rock to replace parking places lost by 
the move. They also extended the Club lease to 2013 in 
return for their moving the shelters. 
The Thunderbirds secured funding for the move in late 
December 2007 and the Corps began its work in 
February of 2008. Their charter was to move to, or 
provide equivalent facilities, at a new location. A 
number of sites were investigated by Corps and Club 
representatives, and the south shore site originally 
proposed was considered best. All labor and materials 

were contracted to pre-qualified Corps suppliers. One 
contractor was chosen for asphalt paving and another for 
all other work. The Thunderbirds provided general 
arrangement drawings of equivalent facilities and the 
Corps engineering staff at Lake Lewisville added details 
consistent with Corps requirements. Overall 
management was vested with the Benbrook Lake 
Manager and contractual authority was from the Lake 
Lewisville office. Dirt work was begun 27 October, 
2008 with concrete work started 20 November and 
completed 3 March, 2009. The shelter was erected on 5 
May, 2009. Dirt work for the parking lot was begun on 
27 October, the crushed rock base added in mid-
November and it was paved and marked January 26. The 
parking lot contract includes installation of stops. 

 
All Corps funding has been disbursed or committed. There are a few tasks remaining that are the contractor’s 
responsibility. After that, all remaining tasks must be financed by the Thunderbirds. Remaining Contractor and Corps 
responsibilities include: 

·  Relocation of shelter end columns 
·  Overhead conduit installation to replace blocked underground conduits 
·  Parking lot fencing 
·  Pilots’ stations fencing 
·  Taxiway fencing 
·  Electric power to shed terminal 
·  A path cut to the nearest toilet 
·  Visitor parking, fencing and lockable gate  

 
Following completion of the Corps tasks, the Club will have additional tasks associated with the move. Club funding has 
been committed for these items. Members will provide labor where possible. 

·  Move existing storage shed and equipment; add security (Material and tool rental only).  
·  Run wiring from shed to shelter and complete shelter wiring (Materials only).  
·  Buy and install a new frequency board.  
·  Table  procurement 
·  Signage (freestanding and painted).  
·  Plant and water grass around runway and concrete areas.  

 
It is assumed that the Corps contractors will be finished by May 15, 2010. This is the earliest date that grass can be 
planted, and the contractor will water it for at least 8 weeks. All the above Club tasks are expected to be completed during 
that 8 week period and the field would be flight-ready in the mid-July early-August time frame. There are items beyond 
replicating the field that are necessary to make the new field more like the present field in flyability and convenience. 
These tasks are, in order of priority: 

1. Brush removal (area approved by Corps).  
2. “Farm” tractor with brush hog (required to maintain cleared area).  
3. Trash service? 
4. Rebuild or buy new grandstands.  
5. On-site toilet and service.  
 

Other projects may come to the forefront after the Club moves in and evaluates the facility in time with use. Our present 
facility is recognized as world class and the new one will surpass it. It will serve the varied requirements of a large 
majority of our members now and well into the future. Furthermore, it can handle those needs legally and within 
constraints of the Corps of Engineers and the AMA. Illustrations pertinent to the new field and Thunderbird activities 
follow: 



 
 
 

 
FIELD LOOKING WEST 



 
FIELD GENERAL ARRANGEMENT 



 
PRIVATE PROPERTY CLEARANCES 

 

 
MAY 2009- CONCRETE WORK FINISHED AND SHELTER INSTAL LED 



 
JANUARY 2010-PARKING LOT PAVED AND STRIPED, ROAD PA VED 

 
Vice Presidents Corner 
 
At last month’s club meeting there was a lot of 
information covered however one topic lightly touched 
on was the Calendar of Events. Please if you are holding 
an event come to this month’s meeting so we can get it 
on the calendar. Also, Ken Knott’s has a volunteer 
signup sheet for the SAE event. We received a lot of 
names but this event takes many people. Please contact 

Ken Knotts (Club secretary) to help with this event. 
Terry Thorpe has taken the lead for the SAE field set up 
and parking and would appreciate all the help he can get. 
Volunteers are needed from April 30th - May 2nd. The 
SAE event is a large event that draws teams from all 
over the world. This is an excellent means of good 
publicity and recognition for the club and our hobby. 

 

�

����
�������
Vice President Fort worth Thunderbirds 

 

January 2010 Club Meeting Minutes 
 

President Dave Dingman called the meeting to order at 
7:31 PM. 
 
Randy Martin moved to accept the minutes as published 
in the newsletter. 
Bob Hoover gave the treasurers report.  He emphasized 
the dues for 2010 are due and we need them so we can 
proceed with getting the new field ready.  Bob said we 
could put up to 25% of the General Fund aside for field 

improvements.  Randy Martin moved we put 25% in the 
field improvement fund, Chuck Mcleroy seconded and 
the motion passed. 
Joe Jopling gave the report on the new field.  The road 
leading to the field was finished and work on the parking 
lot was started.  Since the meeting the parking was 
asphalted and striped and the entry road into the parking 
area is finished.  Joe provided the following photos. 
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Ken Knotts reminded members of the upcoming SAE 
contest for college students on April 30 to May 2.  A lot 
of volunteers will be needed and if you would like to 
help, please notify Ken at kenknotts@hughes.net with 
your name, telephone number, and where you would like 
to assist if you have a preference. 
President Dave Dingman reviewed the proposed by-law 
changes.  Those proposed changes are included at the 
end of this document.  Changes are noted in red and 
please review them carefully.  The changes will be voted 
on at the February meeting. Due to the magnitude and 
complexity of the proposed changes the By-Laws are 
not available for this publication but will be discussed 
at length during the February meeting. 
President Dave Dingman reported on a meeting the 
board had with James Smith and Al Mason about the 
possibility of some donations being made to the club for 

field improvements.  They are looking into the need for 
the organization to being a qualified non-profit 
organization.  They also discussed having a swap meet at 
a North Richland Hills school gym.  More will follow. 
There was discussion about a raffle for the last person to 
fly at the old field and the first to fly at the new field. 
Bob Hoover estimated it will cost about $3,400 more per 
year to maintain the new field. 
Bob Hoover received three bids for brush clearing at the 
new field.  The lowest bid is $17,500.  Randy moved to 
accept the bid and get the brush cleared.  It was 
seconded and the motion passed. 
There will be a WAMS swap meet on March 19 & 20�
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Raffle winners; 

        Heat gun - Terry Thorpe 
       Glow Driver - Tommy Perry 
        Test Meter - Ron Kosar 
        Fueler -  Ben Moore 
        Power Panel - Everett Gunter 
        Fuel -  Joe Jopling and Gary Alphin 
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Secretary 

 
From the Treasury 
 
New Members - Please welcome our newest member Sarge Bell.  
 
Our online application and the update sheet have fields for an emergency contact person and phone number.  If you have 
not done so, please provide this information.  The information will be entered into our data base and a copy will be kept at 
the field in the Training Box. 
 



If you use the online application you can pay by mailing a check or by using PayPal.  The PayPal dues amounts are 
adjusted to include the fees that PayPal charges the club. 
A reminder to those that have not paid their dues: The dues were due January 1, 2010 and are now past due.  If you intend 
to renew your membership please do so as soon as possible. 
 
Hope to see you at the meeting and the field. 

�����������
Treasurer 
 
Members Projects 
 
Bob Bishop has been working on an F9F Panther Jet for John Matkovcik. Everett’s Extra on the bench. Finally, 
what would a Beaver be if not in snow or water. 
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THUNDERBIRD 2010 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 
April 30 - May 2 SAE Event     Ken Knotts 
 
May 15   Warbird Flyin     Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 
 
June 9   Old Farts Four Stroke Flyin   Woody Lake/Bob Bishop 
 
August 7  Float Fly     Bob Hoover 
 

Pending Air Show Open House  Woody Lake 
 
October 16 Benbrook Heritage Fest  Club Officers 
 

December Christmas Party  Cub Officers 
 

January 1 2011 Black Eye Pea Fly-In   Club Members 
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Len and Debbie  invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and 
Vacuum Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 
(817) 594-2602 
Print Coupon 
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