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Issue 4361, August 2010 
 

Next club meeting: August 23rd, 2010, 7:00 pm at West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd 
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Greetings Thunderbirds  
 
Just wanted to remind all members that a motion was past 
during July’s meeting to increase our yearly dues to $100.00 
per year for individual, $110.00 for family and $50.00 for 
associate. I encourage all those that wish to participate in your 
voting privileges please attend this month’s meeting. There 
was some concern as to whether or not this had to be 
presented to the members for a certain amount of time before 
the vote could be finalized. The answer is no. Under Section 
V – Dues and Fees. “Annual dues shall be set by a majority 
vote of members at any official meeting.” I would also like to 
let all members know that to be eligible to vote your dues 
must be current and your AMA number must be registered 
with the club secretary. Any members voting as a family unit 
are entitled to two votes but again both family members must 
have a current AMA number recorded with club secretary Ken 
Knotts and must have joined as family members. If you are 
not sure, check with Ken as he should have your current AMA 
number. Simply send him an email to resolve any questions. 
With everyone’s permission I would like for the final voting 
process to take place by ballot not by a show of hands. We 

will have the ballots prepared and ready to hand out at the 
meeting. We will not be mailing out ballots. I feel that this is 
a very important decision and that it should be handled with 
care to ensure that all votes are eligible according to our 
bylaws. The ballots will be counted at the meeting and the 
result will be read that night. 
In response to the memo I sent out. We had a request from 
members asking that I provide certain financial information in 
order for them to make a decision as whether or not the 
increase is justified. My response is that our treasurer Bob 
Hoover gives a very detailed and accurate update to the clubs 
finances at every meeting. Our newsletter is sent to other 
interested parties other than members and I feel our club 
financial information should not be published. If you need this 
information please attend this month’s meeting and we will do 
our best to answer your questions. 
In regards to the new site not much has changed as of yet but 
there is a small light on the horizon and we may have some 
information to share at the meeting I hope to see you all then.  
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President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 

Vice Presidents Corner 
 
Greetings, 
At our last Club meeting I spoke of an issue brought to my attention by a fellow club member. The concern was the tying of an 
airplane to the Pilot Station Fence to start and run up the engine. This apparently happened when another modeler and student pilot 
were standing in the pilot box in the process of flying. This situation was discussed at length during the July meeting and all members 
present concurred that even though our rules and regulations do not address this condition – no one should be doing this.   
Please do not tie any model to any part of our pilot flight box at the current or new field. Running the engine, sometimes at full 
throttle, is distracting and hampers communication between those pilots flying. It was also suggested the best place to tie any airplane, 
large or small, to start the engine is between the two pilot boxes facing the runway and not behind the pilot box.   
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Vice President Fort worth Thunderbirds 
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July 2010 Club Meeting Minutes 
 
President Dingman called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. 
Randy Martin moved to accept the minutes as published in the 
newsletter and Gene Lord seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Bob Hoover gave the treasurers report.  Randy Martin moved 
to accept the treasurer’s report and Tom Blakeney seconded.  
Motion passed. 
 
Old Business 
 
New Field: President Dingman gave the report on the new 
field.  He said nothing has changed on the parking lot that was 
torn up months ago.  He said our current field is good and the 
SAE will be held at Thunderbird field in 2011.  If we move to 
the new field and it rains during the SAE event, it could be 
very messy since the grass will not likely cover that area by 
next April. 
President Dingman also reminded members that we do not 
have a lease on the new field yet and we are not to fly there 
until we do.  Our lease on the current field runs until 2013.  
The new field will increase the operating cost by about $4,000 
per year.  This brought up the discussion of dues.  If the 
annual dues were increased from $65 to $100 per year, it 
would bring in the funds to cover the additional expenses.  
Randy Martin moved that we increase the annual dues to $100 
for a single member, $110 for a family and $50 for an 
associate member.  It was agreed that the vote to increase dues 
would be at the August meeting. 
 
Dave Symank is a new Thunderbird member and is now 
mowing the new field for a fee of $60 for the bermuda grass 
area and $230 for the 17 acres surrounding the field.  President 
Dingman suggested we have the bermuda mowed every 2 
weeks and the outer area mowed once a month.  This service 
will cost about $350 per month until the first freeze then 
resume in the spring and continue until the new field is 
completed. 
 
Storage Building: Moving the current storage building was 
then discussed.  President Dingman said there is doubt that we 
have the manpower to safely move the building. The marina 
operator or the nearby boat repair facility may be interested in 
buying the building.  If they do not purchase the building, we 
can put it on the market and sell it.  This will allow us to buy a 
building and erect it at the new site or have it erected by 
professionals.  Some suggested we use a container like those 
used to ship goods on a ship.  Dave Dingman said the Corps of 
Engineers has agreed to let us put up a building and not a 
container.  Randy Martin made a motion to sell the old 
building and purchase a new one for the new field.  Clyde 
Henley seconded and the motion passed with 18 for and 2 
against. 
 
New field cleanup: President Dingman apologized for having 
the previous cleanup day because of muddy conditions.  The 
new cleanup day is set for August 1 at 7:00 AM.  Dave 

Timmons said he would have the grass crew to not water on 
Saturday so the field will not be wet. 
 
Air Show/Grand Opening: Woody Lake said we have 
received substantial donations for the grand opening of the 
new field and more is on the way.  We do not yet have a 
revised day for the event as this is dependent on when our new 
field is ready for occupation. 
 
Float Fly: Bob Hoover reminded members of the Thunderbird 
float fly, Saturday August 7, at Camp Joy Park on Lake Worth 
from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM. 
 
Texoma War Bird: Several Thunderbirds went to the 
Texoma War Bird fly at Sherman.  Several great looking 
airplanes however Ed Furche lost his beautiful dauntless 
airplane to a crash. 
 
Safety: Jimmy Newton reminded everyone about heat stress at 
the field.  He suggested drinking a lot of water, stay in the 
shade, and stay cool to prevent heat stress or heat stroke. 
 
Pylon Racing: Gene Hodges reported on the last two pylon 
races.  Winners in the June 6th race; 
 1st -  Blake Arnold 
 2nd - Ken Knotts 
 3rd -  Gene Hodges 
Winners of the July 11 race; 
 1st -  Blake Arnold 
 2nd -  Gary Alphin 
 3rd -  Gene Hodges 
Gene also reminded everyone of the upcoming pylon race on 
August 15 at Thunderbird Field.  This will also include E-
Racing using the new electric airplanes like the Pogo designed 
by Jerry Small.  This will be the first sanctioned E-Race in the 
US. 
 
AMA Pattern : Dave Dingman said that Stephen Byrd won 
second place at the Nationals.  Congratulations! 
 
Oscar Slaughter – During the fourth of July holiday Oscar 
fell from his wheelchair and broke both legs.  He is in Global 
Rehab Center and we wish you the best Oscar. 
 
New Members: Dave Symank, Mark Jacobs, and Jake Jacobs. 
 
Show and Tell: Tom Blakeney showed his original Russian 
Beriev BE-200 amphibious twin fan jet airplane.  He said it is 
all balsa construction and he has flown it about 12 times. 
Ed Furche showed his electric English Bi-plane and he 
highlighted the decals created on his computer.  
 
Ken Knotts donated a foamy Yak with motor, ESC and servos 
installed to be auctioned at the meeting.  Gary Cummings had 
the winning bid of $55.00.  Thanks Gary for your support. 
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Raffle Winners:  
Glow plugs - Paul Mayhan       
Voltmeter - Mel Wells 
Heat Gun -    Joe Jopling        

Fuel Pump - Woody Lake 
Wrench Set - Ian Waring and Chris Berardi 
Charge Switch - Weldon Harrison 
Fuel - Ken Knotts and Monty Smith 
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Secretary 

 
From the Treasury 
 
Report to be presented at this month’s meeting. 

������������
Treasurer 
 
Thunderbird Float Fly  
 
Twenty two registered pilots and many more spectators 
gathered at Camp Joy located on Lake Worth. Great flying 
weather most of the morning but when the breeze stopped it 
sure did get hot. Float planes varied from Sticks to a Catalina, 
to a Canadair Water Bomber, to a Beaver, to a Russian Beriev 
BE-200 amphibious twin fan jet, and yes of course there were 
the Cubs. Unfortunately we were not without crashes, sorry, 
“splashes”.  
The Canadair lost and engine while climbing out and resulted 
in a hard set down. The fuselage began to fill with water and 
most of the aircraft was submerged.  

 
Two stingers had a rough day, especially the red one which 
partially lost a float in flight. The hanging float left the Stinger 
uncontrollable resulting in a spectacular splash.  
A full sized C-5 Galaxy made a low flyover of our site and 
was escorted by one of our float planes.  

 
The tug captain said he was looking for oil slicks. I suggested 
he have his GPS recalibrated. 

 
 

Don’t forget our winter float fly 
November 7th. 
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Hey Dewy, it’s to your right! Len, These guys heard you were flying today and 

were looking for you. 
 

The People 

 
 
 



�
�

����� ����
�

 
The Planes 

 
 
Humor  
 

 
Breaking News: Budget cuts impact the USAF. 

 
Field Progress 
 
8/13/10 
Some 15 brave members showed up with equipment from Bobcat to wheelbarrows to hoes and played pick-up-sticks (and stones) in 
the in the beautiful Texas sun on August 1. Now, the field can be mowed much shorter and less often. Thanks to all the volunteers. 
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August 1st Field Cleaning Crew (The “Over the Hill” Wild Bunc h) 

 
Thanks also to Bob Hoover for his continuing efforts at weed control. Looking good, Bob! 
 
Bob has finalized the contract with the grass people and they will stop watering and leave the site this week. The grass growth will 
decline then which is good for the mowers. Another work day may be required for weed removal and cleanup of the runway-pit area. 

There has been some progress, though ever so slight, with the parking lot situation. The Corps has decided that the contractor is 
responsible for its failure, and must correct the drainage and completely replace the pavement. It is assumed that the contractor must 
agree to the Corps’ conditions and submit a “fix” proposal before a completion schedule can be set. 
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THUNDERBIRD SAFETY  
I was out at the field a few days ago and was just getting ready to fly when a car pulled up and two rather inebriated individuals began 
to unload and prep to fly. I explained that in order to fly at the field, they had to be AMA members. Luckily they were very 
understanding and left without incident. I say ‘luckily’ because I wouldn’t have wanted to explain the dangers of operating an r/c 
airplane while being intoxicated to anyone it their condition.   
Of Course alcohol isn’t the only intoxicant that could affect your flying. Prescription drugs for many allergies carry a warning label 
warning of drowsiness and a warning not to operate heavy machinery. I hope it never gets to the point where that label also includes 
“or operate R/C aircraft”. I’m sure that no one would want to jeopardize the welfare of individuals or their aircraft by flying while 
feeling less than 100 %. The up side of this is; if you are not feeling up to par, don’t fly. Instead; take the time to get to know a fellow 
flyer, or visit with a bunch of great modelers. 
 
Jim Newton - Safety Officer 
 
War Bird Deployment 
 
On 31 July Thunderbird pilots departed Fort Worth to attend the TexomaRC Flying Club Warbird Fly-in. A beautiful day for a road 
trip despite the fact that Woody’s ADF failed (lost again) 2 miles from the destination and Dave Dingman had to finish the navigation. 
Approximately 30 pilots registered including seven from the FW Thunderbirds. Despite the 90 degree gusting crosswind our losses 
were light. Ed Furche’s Dauntless was the only causality from our group. The Texoma RC club has a good looking flying field with 
plenty of wide open spaces. The grass area adjacent to the runway was well maintained and put to good use that day. They’re a great 
bunch of guys and we had a super time. The following are some photos from the fly-in. FYI the hardtop showing the P-51, AT-6 and 
Dauntless is the runway not the taxiway. Did I mention the 90 degree gusting crosswind?? 

������

 

 
 

 



�
�

����� 
���
�

Jim Dietrich’s huge Space Walker 2
�

SENIOR PATTERN EVENT
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huge Space Walker 2   Ed’s Dauntless on the active
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THUNDERBIRD 2010 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 
September 11  Biplane Fun Fly / General   Bob Hoover/Woody Lake 
 Aviation Fly-In                                               roberthoover@uwmail.com   
 
September 18 Senior Pattern Event   Gary Alphin/Ken Knotts 
    gary.alphin@gbrx.com 
 
September 26 Air Show Open House  Woody Lake 

Cancelled till 2011    at6pilot@att.net 
 
October 16 Benbrook Heritage Fest  Club Officers 
 
October 23 – 24 IMAC   Rick Byrd 
 
October 30 Electric Fly-In   Tom Blakeney 
 
November 7  Winter Float Fly    Bob Hoover 
         roberthoover@uwmail.com    
 
December Christmas Party  Club Officers 
 
January 1 2011 Black Eye Pea Fly-In   Club Members 
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Len and Debbie  invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and 
Vacuum Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 
(817) 594-2602 
Print Coupon 
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