5 &&““ds Ragy, %‘%‘ ‘:?g’” axds Ragy Q;%‘
5 .EE Y Fort Worth Thunderbirds ] ' F 3
a% m ég-g kabio Control kasociation Ine. 3% m éé'g

Charter #1217

The Pilot’s Log

Charter # 1217

Issue 4357, April 2010
Next club meeting: April 26, 2010, 7:00 pm at Wes$ide Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd

Greetings Thunderbirds

Hope all of you are well and enjoying life to itsara
Last weekend a few of us got together and put denao

for the Greenbrier Community Center. Tom Blakeney
and a friend of his Richard Ng put on electric
demonstrations in the gym and even allowed the &ids
chance to fly a little with a plane that was praddby
Jim Ireland. Gene Lord, Ken Knotts and | as well as
Tom and Richard also set up a static display oaetaitt
spent the day talking about planes and trying touie
new members and | must say all went very well. Oh
before | forget Joe Jopling and his wife Judy aldmre
present.

Later that afternoon Tom and Richard went out lmn t

Vice Presidents Corner

No report this month.

Vice President Fort worth Thunderbirds

February 2010 Club Meeting Minutes

Vice President Gary Alphin called the meeting tdesr

at 7:00 PM (new start time). President Dave Dingma
and Treasurer Bob Hoover were absent. Both were
recovering from surgery.

Steve Ehlers moved to accept the minutes as peblish
in the newsletter, passed.

driving range and put on a demo again with elesttiat
would give the Q25 guys a run for the money. Aftex

event | was approached by the event Coordinator and

was told he heard a lot of good things and we lmen
invited back again for other events later in tharyés
the events come up | will let everyone know.

Lets’ not forget SAE is just around the cornerab
those that signed up to help get prepared. We leaays
use a few more volunteers just in case. One la] tio
say PLEASE TRY AND COME TO THIS MONTHS
MEETING | HAVE A LITTLE GIFT FOR SOME and
that’s all | will say about it.

President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds

Treasurer report: Gary Alphin reported that the only
expenditure for the month was to the contractoffitdd
maintenance.

By-Laws update Gary said the by-laws update is still in
progress.



Gary told members that the P-51 that Ed Rankin waha
is at J T Hobbies and tickets are available there.

The Pylon Race scheduled for March 21 was cancelled
because of high winds, cold temperatures and snow.
There will be no makeup for the event. The nexopy
race is scheduled for April 18 at the Richardsaidfi
See http://www.fwthunderbirds.org/2010-Q-25-Sport-
Race-Schedule.pHhpr more information.

Open House Woody Lake reported on the official
opening of the new field and closing of the olddieHe

has a tentative date of September 26 pending AMA
approval and field readiness. Oliver Alvarado dad
has a Telemaster that the pilot may use to fly ftbm

old field to the new field pending Corps of Engiree
approval. Gene and Michelle Lord will donate flyéor

the event. Helicopter rides may be available atgitand
opening also. More to follow in the coming months.

New Field Progress Joe Jopling gave a presentation
and slide show of the progress and items remaitoirg
done at the new field. Brush clearing and grading
site is well underway. There is a low area ongaking

lot that needs addressing and electrical servieglsi¢o

be brought to the storage building site. Sevethéro
issues are outstanding and the Corps will provide a
schedule of when the work will be done.

SAE: Ken Knotts and Oliver Alvarado reported on the
SAE event that will be April 30, May 1 and 2. Weexl
more volunteers for event, both for inspectors addy

and organizers for Saturday and Sunday. Trainang f
inspectors will be at Spring Creek BBQ on Camp Bowi
on April 25 at 4:00 PM. We need all inspectorsitiend

if at all possible. If anyone can help and you dral
already signed up, please contact Ken Knotts at
kenknotts@hughes.net or Dave Dingman at
kingcat2@sbcglobal.net

Safety Officer: David D’Arcy has resigned his past
Safety Officer because of work obligations out @fn.
Jimmy Newton has accepted the position for the oést
the year. Thank you Jimmy!

Bob Bishop notified President Dingman that he would
like to step down as the head of the mowing crdfv.
you are interested in that position, please DaveyDian
atkingcat2@sbcglobal.net

Training: Training started last Thursday and we Rad
new trainees. Head trainer Rex Anderson will bayaw
for pilot training (full scale) for about 3 monthsd Len
Minco has stepped in to head the program in his
absence. Mr. Rusty Simmonds came by the field on
Sunday and gave the club a trainer that he said had
belonged to his father in law Tom Cheatum. Thawoks
Rusty and Tom for the donation.

Web Site: The Thunderbird web site has some new
improvements including the location of area clubs.
Check it out athttp://www.fwthunderbirds.org/Local-
DFW-Clubs.php. We also need to remember to use the
search engine on the web site as this helps paguior
way. Just select the Custom Search box on thesitddt

of the home screen.

Randy Martin reported that there is a good articighe
OS Max FX engine that has needle valve problems. H
said there is a fix for the problem.

Show and Tell Ed Furche showed his beautiful Troy
Built Models Dauntless that has a 1.20 AX enginee S
Members Projects for photos.

Tom Blakeney showed his electric Bonanza ARF that
has an option of a V tail or standard tail and ta&n
change at the field. Pretty neat.

Door Prizes

Fueler - Gene Lord

Nut Driver Set - Oliver Alvarado
Fuel - lan Waring
Tubing Bender - Woody Lake
Glow Starter - Steve Ehlers
Glow Plug Clip - Sarge Bell
Sealing Iron - Woody Lake
12V Battery Charger - Ron Kosar
Prop Wrench - Ken Knotts

Epoxy - Benny Throne

Secretary



From the Treasury

New Members Please welcome our newest members,

Oliver Alvarado and Scott Valdez.

Our online application and the update sheet haaldfi
for an emergency contact person and phone numlber.
you have not done so, please provide this infomati
The information will be entered into our data basd a

To have the funds to complete the new field, wd wil
need financial help in the way of donations in tiext
few months. Please consider donating a sum equal t
your yearly dues. We have a great facility and/\ew
dues but each of us need to help so that the dihdbe
completed. To those of you that have already dwohat
Thank You.

copy will be kept at the field in the Training Box.

Hope to see you at the meeting and the field.
Not much activity from the Treasurer the last two
months. We did make a partial payment on the contra
for the Clearing and Grading and we received alchec
from SAE for the upcoming SAE event.

Treasurer

Warbird Flyin

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
War Department
United States Army Air Corps

Greetings:

Having submitted yourself to a local draft board conposed of your neighbors for the purpose of determing your
availability for training and service in the land, air, or naval forces of the United States, you arbereby notified
that you are recalled for training and service theein. Effective this date, 16 April 2010 your previasly held
commissioned grade is reinstated. You will proceetb Thunderbird Field, Fort Worth Texas, and will re port for
duty by 0830 hours on the 1% day of May 2010. To preclude guard or KP duty, itis recommended that your
aircraft of choice be in your possession upon yourrival. Military gear, if available, is encouraged and should be
worn. Operations will maintain strict radio frequency control of all aircraft transmitters. Mess Hall will be open
and lunch served to registered pilots. Promotion ofhose individuals deserving will be awarded. Willfil failure to



report promptly to the assigned duty station and atthe designated hour is in direct violation of theSelective
Training and Service Act of 1940, as amended, andisjects the violator to fine, and or imprisonment.

E. C. Lake
Colonel, USAAF

We're looking forward to another great Warbird Fty-Since 1995, first Warbird Fly-in, we've growrof the original
thirteen registered pilots to over seventy and ywars ago had representative pilots from all stateistrict VIII. As
always we’re in need of volunteers to staff the Amsirative, Operations, and Mess areas (sign agiprimpound, and
food concession). Gary Alphin is in charge of tbed concession and if he plans anything like lastr'g Electric Fly-In
expect a first class operation. This year's gr@at-g-ways are a direct result of the generous titema of club members.
This keeps our overhead costs to a minimum andipgtsmiles on our registered pilots. The P-51 teshédy Ed Rankin
as a raffle item is beyond expectations. This tisaly to fly P-51 just needing a receiver and f&elgine, airframe, all
servos (including retracts) are included. Pleagpa this club event. If you don'’t care to fly,mee out enjoy some good
food, listen to good music, occasional tall talsg good friends. Remember, 15 May 2010, Safetgfidg 0900Hrs, 8
Bells for you Navy pilots, and the little hand is the 9 and big hand on the 12 for you Marine pilot

Cheers to all.

Members Projects




Field Progress
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Our contract with Lonnie Wallis for tree removaldan
grading is working out well. Tree removal has exgabs
much more of the lake as can be seen in photo 1.

To the right in Photo 1 is the new grading andrdige
cut out to 250 feet east of the runway. This extetad
150 feet south of the runway end.



The Corps and the parking lot contractor have abjoze

a fix for the parking lot drainage. The contractas
removed the low section and will repave it. He bE®
removed an angular section from the low part to the
northwest corner of the lot. Photo 2 shows thiskwar
progress.

The Corps is in discussions with the major subembdr to finish his work before May 15. We need itifesld fences in
place prior to grass planting.

THUNDERBIRD SAFETY

This month’s topic concerns the rise in populanfyelectric powered aircraft. We have seen the remdf electric
aircraft increase over the past several months @itn some of the most die-hard nitro enthusidstsving up at the
field with an electric in hand. There-in is a pdtehproblem. Those of us who fly electrics all tirae are very aware that
when the battery is plugged in, we are holding teqtial Cuisinart. Most of us were made aware @ thhen we
accidently bumped the throttle after plugging ie thattery and were surprised that the prop suddgatyed spinning. |
know it has happened to me; luckily my body wasiclef the prop arc and no injury was sustaineds hould not have
been a surprise to me as | fly electrics exclugiveloud new owners of their very first (or everievan electric flyers)
need to constantly remind themselves that the nfatdrot”. Not temperature wise, but | guess adyettord for it would
be “Armed”. Nitro flyers are accustomed to firsedeng to ‘start’ their engine before they worry abthe prop arc, and
they have the satisfying roar of the engine to nehthem to keep the arc area clear.

The biggest difference between nitro engines agctiét motors besides the sound ( | refuse to s&enas it may offend
internal combustion aficionados ) is, when an imaécombustion engine is running and an object igetke way of the
prop, after said object ( say a finger for instahcdows the props RPM sufficiently, then enginesdiNOT SO with
electric motors! As long as there is electric poapgplied to the motor, it will continue to spin aimflict damage to the
offending object (i.e., said finger) in an attertgptontinue running.

The reason for my concern about this is, and I'me ®ome of you have seen this and not given itcargkthought. A
person with an electric aircraft plugs in his batt@ the pits, does his preflight inspection o tmoving control surfaces,
and after doing a short “run-up” of the motor; @akp his aircraft with one hand, his transmittéinesi around his neck or
in his other hand, and carries both to the flighe.| On the way (and you can watch this for yodnsekt time you are at
the field) how many times does a part of his bodgreach upon the area of the prop arc? On the avihyettaxi area, all



it would take to cause injury is an inadvertent pushthe throttle stick. This being especially darays in the case of the
transmitter draped around the flyers neck by gstra

This can not only endanger the pilot but possiliéyHelper who may not be aware of the “armed motoridition and
volunteers to help carry the aircraft for the pilot

Unfortunately the solution is not a simple one. /Bha&re several possible solutions. Fast foremost is awareness of the
potential for injury; hence this article. Pilots @kctrics should inform anyone around the airdfzt after the battery is
plugged in to treat the aircraft as if the motorswanning._Secondwners of electrics can equip their aircraft wath
device called an “arming switch”. This is a simplevice that simply opens the circuit to the ES@dbnic speed
control). This allows the battery to be pluggedind power up the receiver without applying powethenESC. That way
the pilot can do his preflight check, range chealt aever worry about motor startup. Then onceaflight line, plug in
the “key” to the arming switch and enjoy the impieigdflight. The_Thirdand | would like to think most practical solution
is for everyone that flies electrics to ONLY plugtheir batteries AFTER their aircraft is at thiglik line and in TAXI
position.

If you have read the article and gotten all the wayhis point, thank you. You are a safety mindetividual and the
Thunderbirds could always use more people justide

See you on the flight line,

I (#
Safety Officer



2010 Texas Scale Championship-Scale Masters Quagifi

The reining Texas Scale Champion for 2009 is Lem Riom the GSWAM club. Lee won the title last yaad will be
back again this year to defend his title. Of codrsge will be a dedicated number of us who wilklere to make sure he
doesn’t. AND THAT GENTLEMEN IS CALLED A DOGFIGHT Come be a part or watch the combat.

The Scale competition season is fast approachiddike last year it will be at the GSWAM field in &8t Fort Worth
again this year the dates are June 12-13. Likeyéss we will be giving away anothgirtronics 2.4, 8 channel Radio
Last year the radio was won by Sonny Coleman. yé&és the radio will go to the winner of the ADVARD CLASS-
and good for everyone else-you can’t win the radio years in a row. Eat your heart out Sonny &edrést of you have
an even better shot at getting the radio.

Before you say | don't fly scale, | don’t have algcairplane, | don’t know what to do.

Let's go through the classes and see if somethiag/éu. Scale is not for everyomaly about 99.99% are eligible to
play.

In the FUN Class -little or no documentation reqdiust fly. | have seen many of you at the figith just this type of
SCALE plane-now you can come and compete and starety good chance of winning. | have seen yorsdly, |
have seen your airplanes. | can tell you wouldreliy well at this event. Your static portion detevent is worth 5
points-all you have to do is have a photo, dravangketch of the plane—an ad or the box top agbizsd enough. You
don’t have to do static if you don’t want to-jubt.f You can have an ARF, buy a plane or buildatigself, anything will
do. We hope to fly 6 times over two days, yourrsaaill be the Best Two Flights added to Statitydu fly 2 times you
could decide not to fly again if you wanted to.

So you say whaTRICKY SCALE flying do | have to do? This where we separate the nmn the boys, You must
perform 5 extremelPifficult maneuvers.




They are:

Take Off

Fly by--straight line down the runway between 1@ 20 ft high

Figure 8—draw a horizontal 8 in the air

Landing

Realism in flight—did it look like a real plane fhg around

Then you pick 5 other maneuvers that you like te-tike a loop, roll anything the real plane would.

THAT IS IT!!! You do that every time you fly.

You will get a free lunch, be eligible for the diags and hopefully earn a place in Texas scaletyist

There are a lot of bragging rights that go with peting, just think you will be able to say to yarandkids one day “I
was there in 2010, it was down to me and him dmeik him by .1 of one point. It was man against,raad | was there”
or something like that.

Next month I will write about the Advanced, Expand Team events
You candoit!! IT WILL BE FUN

If you want more info contact

Lawrence Harville 817-781-9615






As Flying was meant to be
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THUNDERBIRD 2010 CALENDAR
DATE EVENT POINT OF CONTACT
April 30 - May 2 SAE Event Ken Knotts
kenknotts@hughes.net
May 15 Warbird Flyin Terry Thorpe / Woody leak
tthorpe22@version.néat6pilot@att.net
June 16 Old Farts Four Stroke Flyin Woody LBldy Bishop




August 7

August 14

September 11

September 18

September 26
Pending
October 16
October 23 - 24
October 30

November

December

January 1 2011

Float Fly

General Aviation FlyIn

Biplane Fun Fly

Senior Pattern Event

Air Show Open House

Benbrook Heritage Fest

IMAC

Electric Fly In

Winter Float Fly

Christmas Party

Black Eye Pea Fly-In

at6pilot@att.net lostl @att.net

Terry Thorpe
tthorpe22@verizion.net

Bob Hoover bddy Lake
roberthoover@uwmail.com

Bob Hoover
roberthoover@uwmail.com

Gary Alphin
gary.alphin@gbrx.com

Woody Lake
atépilot@att.net

Club Officers
Rick Byrd
Tom Blakeney

Bob Hoover
roberthoover@uwmail.com

Cub Officers

Club Members



Len and Debbie invite you to receive:

12 33 )44 $3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube

and Filter.
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and
44 | ) Vacuum Interior + 16 point inspection.
) 2850 Fort Worth Highway
5 ( Hudson Oaks, TX 76087
(817) 594-2602

4 / Print Coupon




