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Issue 4351, September 2009 
 

Next club meeting: September 28th, 2009, 7:30 pm at West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie 
Blvd 
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No report this month. See you at the meeting Monday.
 

Will Campbell 
President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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I still have been able to catch a few of the training 
sessions on Thursday night and it is great to see the 
continued enthusiasm from the instructors as well as 
the new students.  As always, we stress the importance 
of checking the aircraft before one attempts to take it 
airborne but as we all know, the excitement of flying 
the aircraft can certainly make people forget to 
perform a proper checkout of the aircraft.  To that end, 
I thought I would pass on to you this  basic checklist 
that I discovered to be used especially by new pilots 
but to be honest, a few of us that have been flying for 
awhile will benefit from the reminder………………. 
 
PRE-FLIGHT CHECKS: 
Exact pre-flight checks might differ from model to 
model, but there are some basic checks that all RC 
airplanes need to have done, immediately before flight. 
That is exactly what a pre-flight check is; the final 
thing you do before takeoff, to make sure that 
everything is in order and working correctly. 

Your first and foremost point of reference for the exact 
pre-flight checks needed for your particular airplane 
should be the instruction manual, DVD or CD Rom 
that came with the plane. But, failing that, listed below 
(in no particular order) are the minimum checks that 
you need to carry out before you take off... 

·  All servos are secure, and linkages to servo and 
control surfaces are secure  

·  All connections to the receiver, battery pack and 
ESC are secure and correct  

·  The receiver and motor battery pack are secure 
and cannot move during flight  

·  The propeller nut is tight / spinner is secure  

·  The wing and tail plane are secured properly, as 
per the instructions (i.e. with the correct method 
of fixing; rubber bands or wing nuts etc.)  

·  All control surfaces move in the correct sense i.e. 
moving the rudder stick left moves the rudder to 
the left  

·  All control surface hinges are secure i.e. you can't 
pull the control surface away from its respective 
flying surface  

·  The motor power works correctly, and stops 
when you want it to  

·  A range check 

This last one, the range check, is very important so 
we'll cover it in more detail... 

The purpose of the range check is to make sure the 
radio signal is strong, so that you can fly your plane at 
a normal distance away from you without it going out 
of radio range. 

RANGE CHECK: 
Switch on the transmitter then the receiver, and with 
the transmitter antenna fully collapsed (i.e. down)*, 
walk backwards away from the model for 30 paces or 
so. As you walk away from the plane, keep moving the 
control surface sticks of the transmitter (not the 
motor!) and closely watch the respective control 
surfaces of the airplane. 

*  If you've got a 2.4GHz transmitter, you'll need to use 
its range check feature as per the instructions - 
collapsing the antenna isn't an option. The range check 
feature of a 2.4GHz transmitter reduces the voltage to 
emulate a weaker signal. 
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If you only get a few paces away and the surfaces start 
'twitching' or not responding properly to the stick 
movements, do not fly. Check the batteries of the radio 
gear, they may need replacing. Low batteries in the 
transmitter drastically reduce the radio range. Also 
check for loose connections to the receiver etc. 
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If the batteries and connections are OK but the control 
surfaces still don't respond properly, then other people 
may be using your frequency nearby. Again, do not fly 
if this is the case. Interference is a big killer of RC 
airplanes, and you need to be sure that your frequency 
is clear before you get airborne. 

Whatever the reason, do not fly your plane if you see 
that control surface response becomes unreliable 
before you reach 30 paces or so away from the plane!  

 

Identify and rectify the problem before flying: 
Always, always, always, take a few minutes to 
perform these checks before you commence your 
flying session. Get into the habit of doing these pre-
flight checks every time; they take just a couple of 
minutes and will save you the grief of a crashed 
airplane, if something is amiss. 
 
Have fun flying and  
See you on takeoff…………………….  

 �	�!�	���"� Vice President 
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President Will Campbell called the meeting to order at 
7:34 PM 
 
Treasurer report: Bob Hoover – In August the club 
made $350 with the YTD at $513 more than the dues 
collected.  The new field has expenses of $4,188.  The 
meeting raffle this year has cost $1,040 and taken in 
$1,012.  We hope to sell more tickets for the raffle items. 
 
Randy Martin move we accept the minutes as published 
in the newsletter, passed. 
 
New Field: The parking lot work contract has not been 
awarded.  We did an OK to cut trees back 500 feet from 
the ends of the runway and #50 feet east and clear more 
trees for the helicopter area.  The Corps of Engineers 
will burn trees that we cut down. 
 
SAE event for 2010 will be held at Thunderbird field on 
April 29 to May 2. 
 
General Aviation Flyin: Bob Hoover and Woody Lake 
reported on the General Aviation event that was held on 
August 15 with 16 pilots on a pretty windy day.  It 
netted $120 for the club. 
 
Float Fly: Woody and Bob also reported on the Float 
Fly at Joy Luck Park on Lake Worth.  They had 32 pilots 
even with a threat of thunderstorms in the morning.  
They said there was a lot of attrition of airplanes. 
 
Dell Cummings wife Michelle sent us a thank you letter 
for the flowers we sent to Dell’s funeral. 
 
Training : Thunderbird members are doing a lot of 
training on Thursday evenings.  The club has purchased 
fuel for the instructors to offset their expenses. 

Senior Pattern Contest: Ken Knotts, Gary Alphin, and 
Dave Dingman reminded everyone of the upcoming 
Senior Pattern Association event on September 26.  We 
need help for judges, registration, and others.  If you can 
help, please contact one of the above.  See the flyer for 
additional information. 
 
IMAC : Ken Knotts reported on the IMAC event held in 
Abilene on August 22nd and 23rd.  There were 8 
Thunderbirds with 7 flying in the competition.  Rick 
Byrd won the Unlimited Division; Chuck Ezell took 
second in the Intermediate Division, Jason Meadows 
won third in the Basic Division in his first IMAC 
competition. Well done to all. 
 
Travis Berry made a suggestion for members to have 
business cards printed to hand out at the field.  Bob 
Hoover said he printed his own with Thunderbird Logo 
and he would send a blank copy to members if they 
wanted to print their own cards. 
 
Electric Flyin:  Tom Blakeley said the All Electric Fly-
in will be November 7th.  They will have concessions 
and he will need help with a vehicle with a trailer hitch 
to get the trailer and supplies to the field. 
 
Biplane Bash: Bob Hoover said the Biplane Bash will 
be September 19th.  The Raffle item is a 160 size 
Ultimate Biplane and tickets are $1.00 each or six for $5. 
For each $5.00 dollar increment you purchase you get to 
roll additional dice and the number on the dice 
determines the extra number of free tickets you get. One 
die for $5.00 two dice for $10.00 and so on.  
 
Web Site: David D’Arcy reported that the Thunderbird 
web site was down.  It has been fixed.  David also asked 
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about the possibility of having advertising on the web 
site to help defray the cost. 
   
David also told of a new hobby shop in Saginaw on 
business 287 owned by Patrick Mason. See advertizing 
page. 
 
Show n Tell: David also had a show and tell of an 
airplane that he flew in the Texas Wings night fly.  He 
said the complete Great Planes lighting system cost 
about $64 and looked very neat. 
 
Show n Tell: Ron Kosar did a show and tell of a large 
trainer he had converted to a diesel engine from a .46 
glow engine.  He said it would get about twice the flying 
time on diesel fuel. 
 
 

Raffle winners; 
Diagonal cutter – Steve Ehlers  
Allen wrenches – Charles Chennault and Travis Berry 
Voltmeter – Ron Kosar    
Wheels – Bob Bishop 
Fuel pump – Dave D’Arcy   
Throw Meter – John Vandenheuvel 
Prop – Travis Berry    
Fuel – Gary Alphin and Clarence Fuel 
Epoxy – Tommy Perry 
 

�

#�	�#	���� �

Secretary 

�

����	���	�������� 	
 

New Members: Please welcome our newest members 
David Bloch and his son Daniel. 
Both are enrolled in our Student Pilot Program. 
 
The Biplane Bash was held September 19, 2009 and 
even though the turnout was lower that hoped for we 
all had a great time.  We only had eleven pilots but we 
still made a profit. The sun was shining most of the 
day and the winds were light.  You can’t ask for much 
more than that. 
 
A raffle was held for the Great Planes 160 size 
Ultimate Biplane and Gary Alphin was the lucky 
winner. 

As most of you are aware our shed was broken into 
and the trailer belonging to Gordon Cole was stolen 
along with our Swisher Zero Turn and the Husqvarna 
Lawn Tractor. 
Other items consisting of our PA system and several 
cases of drinks were taken. 
 
Chip Mull has donated a 50” Craftsman Lawn Tractor 
which will be a big help to our mowing crew.  Thanks 
Chip. 
 
Hope to see you at the meeting and the field. 
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This is summarized from the Computer Radio Crash 
Section of the SAM 29 newsletter.  A pilot using a 
computer radio decided to make some trim 
adjustments during flight. Rather than using the trim 
levers, he went into the PROGRAM mode and made 
his adjustments there. He failed to exit the PROGRAM 
mode and his next flight input changed him from 
model 1 to model 6, which reversed all his servos.  
The remedy is simple. Only use the PROGRAM mode 

on the ground, never in the air. Also, and very 
important, look at your screen as part of your preflight 
and make sure you have not left it in the PROGRAM 
mode.  
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Pilot Projects 
 
Bob Hubbard’s latest project is the Ziroli DC-3 kit. Wing Span 140 in, Length 99 in. Powered by 2 G38 gas 
engines.. Bob is hoping the weight will be in the high 30's - low 40 lb range (trying to skim off the fat). The 
finished airplane will be an AC-47 gunship (got to be able to fly at Warbird events). Love this guy’s thinking. 
Have you considered a bigger garage Bob??  I noticed the cars are parked outside. 
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IMAC Abilene  
 
See August minutes for report. 
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Aussie Scale Competition 
 
The following two photos were sent to me by a scale competitor friend in New Zealand.  I receive their Newsletter 
each month and if you would like me to forward it on to you please let me know 
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What our Training Program is all about, the next generation pilots. 
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Field Status: Parking lot paving is postponed until road 
paving, not a part of our construction, can be resolved. 
Testing required by the contractor has been 
accomplished and the results have been analyzed. Issues 
resulting from the testing are being negotiated between
the contractor and USACE contracting authorities. There 
is no deadline for completion. The easement for the 
electric service from the USACE terminal to our shed is 
in work. 
 
Senior Patter Event 
 
Please support the Senior Pattern Event. 
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Parking lot paving is postponed until road 
paving, not a part of our construction, can be resolved. 
Testing required by the contractor has been 
accomplished and the results have been analyzed. Issues 
resulting from the testing are being negotiated between 
the contractor and USACE contracting authorities. There 
is no deadline for completion. The easement for the 
electric service from the USACE terminal to our shed is 

Because of the paving delay, we missed our deadline of 
August 15 for planting grass this year. If planted 1 May 
next year the grass contractor will be finished by 1 July. 
We should plan on having our part of the field work 
done by that time.  
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Please support the Senior Pattern Event. Workers are needed; any and all help is appreciated.
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Because of the paving delay, we missed our deadline of 
s this year. If planted 1 May 

next year the grass contractor will be finished by 1 July. 
We should plan on having our part of the field work 

any and all help is appreciated. 
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Lancaster CAF Fly-In September 2009 
 
This is an annual CAF Fly-In at the Lancaster Airport south of Dallas. Well worth the 45 minute drive to see, hear, touch, 
and even go for a ride (for a nominal fee of course). The B-24 is hangered at the Cavanaugh Flight Museum  in Addison. 
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Len and Debbie  invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and 
Vacuum Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 
(817) 594-2602 
Print Coupon 
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THUNDERBIRD 2009 CALENDAR 
 

DATE    EVENT    POINT OF CONTACT 
 
September 26 Senior Patter Contest  Ken Knotts/Gary Alphin 

KenKnotts@Hughes.net�
gary.alphin@gbrx.com 

 
October 17  Benbrook Heritage Fest   Club Officers 
 
October 22-25 IMAC Regional Contest  Rick Byrd 

rkbyrd@sbcglobal.net 

November 1 Float Fly at Camp Joy Park  Bob Hoover 
roberthoover@uwmail.com 

 
November 7 All Electric Fly-in   Tom Blakeney 
 

November 8 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 

November 22 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 

December 12 Christmas Party at Spring Creek BBQ  Club Officers 


