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Issue 4352, October 2009 
 

Next club meeting: October 26th, 2009, 7:30 pm at West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd 
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Please plan to attend this month’s meeting. October is when we take nominations for Club officers and Thunderbird 
of the Year.
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President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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No report this month. See you at the meeting. 
Have fun flying and See you on takeoff…………………….  
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President Will Campbell called the meeting to order at 7:30. 
 
We had two special guests from the Benbrook Police 
Department; Chief James Mills and Detective Jason 
Montgomery.  They told the story of how our stolen 
mowers and equipment were recovered.  They gave 
Gene Lord a lot of the credit because he found the big 
mower advertised on Craig’s list on the Internet.  The 
advertisement had a picture of the mower and our 
smaller riding mower was in the background.  The police 
were notified and a sting was set up to see the mower 
advertised.  After meeting the seller at a 7-11 store and 
verifying the serial number, the police arrested three 
males and one female.  One of the males had an 
outstanding arrest warrant and was jailed.  The other 
three will be charged with the crime. 
Gene Lord was given a plaque from the Thunderbirds 
thanking him for his efforts in recovering the equipment.   
Bob Hoover estimated he saved the club about $12,000.  
Bob Hoover and Bob Bishop were also instrumental in 
helping identify the equipment and returning it to our 
building. Well done to all 

 
Bob Hoover presenting a Plaque of Appreciation to 
Gene Lord.  
 
Randy Martin moved to accept the September minutes as 
published in the newsletter.  It passed. 
 
Bob Hoover gave the treasurer’s report. 
 
Chip Mull donated a 50 inch riding lawnmower to the 
club.  Thanks Chip. 
 
The club is also looking into getting insurance for our 
equipment, if the cost is not too great. 

Field Status: Joe Jopling reported on the status of the 
new field.  He said there is no change because the 
contract for the parking lot has yet to be awarded. 
 
SPA Contest: Gary Alphin reported on the Senior 
Pattern event held on September 26.  There 8 pilots, 2 in 
Expert and 6 in Novice.  Dan and Lindel Quinten drove 
in from Tulsa, OK to fly with us.   
Expert 
 1st – Dave Dingman 
 2nd – Lindel Quinten 
Novice 
 1st- Blake Arnold 
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Gary, Ken and Dave would like to thank all the pilots 
and helpers including Bob Hoover, Jeanne Alphin, Joyce 
Knotts, Brian Alphin and all the yard crew for getting 
the field ready for the contest.  The event netted $51.22 
for the club. 
 
SAE 2010: Oliver Alvarado reported that the SAE event 
will be held at Thunderbird Field on April 30 – May 2, 
2010.  Rules may be obtained on their web site at 
http://students.sae.org/competitions/aerodesign/.  Model 
airplane clubs can fly in the event but will not compete 
against the collegiate teams.  Contact Oliver if you are 
interested. 
 
Biplane Bash: Bob Hoover reported on the Biplane 
Bash.  There were 11 pilots on a fairly windy day.  The 
gathering netted $53.00 for the club.  Bob said he would 
do it next year. 
 
Newsletter: Woody Lake needs articles for the 
newsletter.  Please forward any model airplane news or 
tips to Woody. 
 
Website: Brian Alphin said we now have an on-line 
membership form for the Thunderbirds.  You can also go 
to that site to update your information for telephone 
numbers, e-mail address, etc.  You can also join the 
AMA and get a name badge at the site.  Go to 
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http://www.fwthunderbirds.org/fwthunderbirds2010/Pur
chase-Fort-Worth-Thunderbird-Membership-Join-
Renew-Update.php. 
 
Racing: Gene Hodges said the next pylon race will be 
October 18 at Thunderbird field.  Gene asked that you 
contact him if you are interested in pylon racing with a 
.40 size engine and any airplane with at least 480 square 
inches of wing area.  Gene said Texas Wings club will 
have another night fly on October 17 at their field. 
To see upcoming events at Thunderbird field go to: 
http://www.fwthunderbirds.org/fwthunderbirds2010/Upc
oming-Events.php  
 
IMAC:  Jason Meadows reminded everyone of the 
upcoming IMAC contest on October 23, 24 and 25 at 
Thunderbird field.  This is a big event and Rick asks 
anyone interested in helping contact him. 
 
Winter Float Fly : Bob Hoover reminded members of 
our Winter Float Fly November 1 at Camp Joy Park on 
Lake Worth. 
 
Bob also said we are doing member name badges at a 
loss by mailing them.  Gary Alphin made a motion to 
change the charge to $12.00 per badge which will cover 
the cost of the badge and the postage.  Motion passed. 
 
Christmas Party: Len Minco reminded members that 
the Christmas Party will be on December 12, 7:00 PM at 
Spring Creek Barbeque on Camp Bowie. 
 
Web Site: Brian Alphin says he has a lot of older 
pictures from the club and he needs help identifying the 
people and the events.  He said the Thunderbird web site 
has links to hobby shops that support us and to use the 
links when you can. 
 
Electric Fly-In:  Tom Blakeney reminded everyone of 
the Electric Fly on Saturday, November 7. 
 
Training:  Rex Anderson said the training program held 
on Thursday evenings is going well.  He also asked for 
ways to get more young people interested.  Contact Rex 
if you have any ideas. 
 
Officer nominations:  Officer nominations are due at 
the October meeting.  Bob Hoover sent an e-mail to 
everyone reminding them to nominate.  President: Will 
Campbell will not run for office for 2010 and Vice-
President: Len Minco will also not run for reelection.  
You may also nominate by mail or e-mail if you get the 

nomination to the club Secretary Ken Knotts 
(kenknotts@hughes.net) at least one week before the 
October meeting. 
 
Show and Tell 
Woody had his Cub that crashed at the August float fly 
and he had rebuilt it to like-new condition.  The airplane 
is 14 years old and is a Great Planes kit with Great 
Planes floats. 
 
Tom Blakeney showed his PT-17 Stearman electric.  It is 
a 15 class ARF electric.  Tom also had 1/8 scale Waco 
from Hobby Lobby.  It has a 480 class motor and he has 
40 to 50 flights on it. 
 
Tom Blakeney also showed the Squirt airplane that is the 
Wings Across America Airplane (http://www.waa-
08.org/) passed from club to club. The goal is to fly in 
every state and at as many flying fields possible in each 
state.  Frank Giesler had the idea, built the plane, and 
started it on its journey.  Tom passed the plane to Verne 
(Sarge) Bell to continue the saga.  There is coverage of 
the remarkable journey of the Squirt on R C Group 
(http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=83
7250). 
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Chris Berardi showed his SU-27 small indoor foamy 
airplane.  It is a bind-and-fly airplane that comes with 
everything but a transmitter.  He says he flies it in his 
backyard on windless days and it is not overpowered so 
“You really have to fly it”. 
 
 

Raffle winners; 
Glow Driver -Woody Lake 
Voltmeter -David D’Arcy 
Fuel Pump -Chip Mull 
Ex-acto soldering gun - Bryce DePriest 
Epoxy - Gordon Cole 
Fuel - Gary Alphin and Ron Kosar
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Secretary 
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New Members - Please welcome our newest members 
Christopher Kretzschmar and Chris Garland. 
 
Dues: Around November 15, 2009 I will send out 
invoices to each member for 2010 dues. There will be 
an update sheet with each invoice for you to record 
any changes in your information. 
 
Our online application and the update sheet have fields 
for an emergency contact person and phone number.  

Please provide this information.  The information will 
be entered into our data base and a copy will be kept at 
the field in the Training Box. 
 
Once you receive the 2010 invoice please make your 
payment promptly.  The dues are due and payable no 
later than January 1, 2010. 
 
Hope to see you at the meeting and the field. 

 

��	�����
��
Treasurer 
 
Third Annual Winter Float Fly 
November 1, 2009 
Camp Joy Park, Lake Worth 
Please join us for the fun and fellowship at this event. 
If these pictures don’t make you want to own a float plane, please have your blood pressure checked. 
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When flying I have learned that carelessness and 
overconfidence are usually far more dangerous than 
deliberately accepted risks.     Wilbur Wright 
 
There are two critical points in every aerial flight—its 
beginning and its end. 

What is the cause of most aviation accidents:  
Usually it is because someone does too much too soon, 
followed very quickly by too little too late.   
Steve Wilson, NTSB investigator 
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Pilot Projects 
 
Some photos of Vic Larson’s Neuport.  
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Pictorial coverage of Pylon Racing at Thunderbird field 18 Oct 09. 
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It was a beautiful day for the festivities. Thunderbirds 
were asked to participat again this year and we had a 
super location right in the thick of things. The ball 
diamond offered ample space to show off our airplanes 
and allow for some electric flight. Dave Dingman 
brought his turbine and every time it was started big 
crowds would gather. Passy Bissy, Benbrook Events 
Coordinator thanked us for our support. Looking 
forward to next year for a leisure day of good food, 

people, and plenty of story swapping. I would like to 
acknowledge those folks that helped and contributed to a 
succcessful day. 
Bob Hoover; Joe Jopling; Dave Dingman; Dave D’Arcy; 
John Vandenheuvel; Gene Lord; Tommy Perry; Ian 
Waring; Gary Alphin; Gene Hodges; Terry Thorpe; 
Weldon Harrison; and  J.T.s Hobbies (Joe & Mattie). If 
I’ve missed anyone, and I probably have, my apologies. 
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All paving contractual issues have been resolved. It is believed that the contract has been signed. The Corps has 
scheduled a kickoff meeting with the contractor for October 19. A schedule should be available following that meeting. 
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T-bird members: Oct 24-25 is the annual IMAC event. It would be greatly appreciated if we could have some volunteers 
to help run the event. This is one of the biggest events for the T-birds. Please make plans to attend and help out if you can. 
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IMAC Event 
 

Saturday & Sunday, October 24 & 25, 2009 
Thunderbird Field 
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Len and Debbie  invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and 
Vacuum Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 
(817) 594-2602 
Print Coupon 
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THUNDERBIRD 2009 CALENDAR 
 

DATE    EVENT    POINT OF CONTACT 
 
October 22-25 IMAC Regional Contest  Rick Byrd 

rkbyrd@sbcglobal.net 

November 1 Float Fly at Camp Joy Park  Bob Hoover 
roberthoover@uwmail.com 

 
November 7 All Electric Fly-in   Tom Blakeney 
 

November 8 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 

November 22 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 

December 12 Christmas Party at Spring Creek BBQ  Club Officers 
 


