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Issue 4353, November 2009 
 

Next club meeting: November 16, 2009, 7:30 pm at West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd 
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Hello all, 
Well that time is drawing near as Thanksgiving and 
Christmas are not far away.  Time flies when you are 
having fun.   
As many may know this is my last year to be President 
for awhile.  It has been 4 years and it has been a good 
run.  We have made many strides over the years and my 
only real disappointment has been not getting the field 
finished.  Good news is that it looks like it is moving 
forward again and we all hope to be on it by the summer 
of next year.  (Need some time to grow some grass out 
there) 
So now is a time to look forward.  We have several 
people willing to fill new rolls as officers.  Dave 
Dingman is running unchallenged for President.  Gary 
Alphin is running unchallenged as Vice President.  (Yes, 
Len Minco is taking a break from office as well.)  Ken 
Knotts is staying as Secretary and Bob Hoover is staying 
as Treasurer.  We do have a runoff believe it or not for 
safety officer between Dave and Jim.  Good stuff.  All 
officer positions will be made final at the Christmas 
party which is December 12th at Springcreek Bar B-Q on 
West Camp Bowie/Hwy 80/Spur 560. 
For now folks I guess I am at a loss for words.  I have 
enjoyed this second go round as President and I have 

really enjoyed all that we have done together.  Sadly we 
lost a few friends along the way and for that I wish I 
could change.  I have made some new friends as well 
and for that I am grateful. 
Even though I have some new projects in my life right 
now I will be around next year plenty to do some flying.  
Time for me became tight this year as I started a new 
business but I am hopeful that I will be able to find some 
more time next year.  I look forward to seeing everyone 
in the New Year.   
As always, please be careful and remember to enjoy this 
hobby for what it is, a good time with friends and toys, 
albeit expensive ones.  Keep in mind that it is the people 
that make the hobby and that we should enjoy the 
company of our friends every chance we get. 
Thank you everyone for your support and I look forward 
to seeing you at the Christmas Party. 
By the way we will be reviewing, discussing, and voting 
on allowing experimental aircraft test fly at our field at 
the next meeting.  An experimental aircraft is designated 
as anything between 55 and 100 pounds.  We need to 
discuss if we want to allow this at the field as there are 
some concerns with the safety of these very large remote 
control airplanes. 
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President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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Hello everyone…..  
 

Well it is hard to believe that it is that time of year again 
and we are already getting ready for the holidays.  I 
know, where did the year go?! 
 

We had a great time at the Christmas Party / Club 
Meeting last year and wanted to remind all of you that 
this event will be held again this year on Saturday 
December 12th at 7PM.  Just like last year, we will have 
a banquet room reserved and you and your guests will go 
through the serving line and pay as you go.  Therefore 
there is no charge for attendance other than the food you 
buy. 
 

We will be having the meeting at the: 
 

SPRING CREEK BARBECUE 
8628 West Camp Bowie Boulevard  
(at Las Vegas Trail)  
Fort Worth, TX 76116-6102 

 
Phone (817) 244-7460 
 

This is a very special time for all of us and a great 
opportunity to offer our fellow T-Birds a Happy 
Holiday.  We will also recognize members at this 
meeting and announce the new officers for the coming 
year.  Please make sure you arrange your schedules that 
will allow your attendance.  I assure you that his is an 
event you won’t want to miss. 
 

Also, please let Len know if you are planning to attend 
with the total number of guests you will bring including 
yourself. (Name - # of guests).  Just a short note will do 
and you can send me an e-mail at: 
 lminco@fwthunderbirds.org . 
 
See you on takeoff…………………….and I look 
forward to seeing you at the Holiday Meeting. 
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President Will Campbell called the meeting to order at 
7:32 PM. 

Treasurer Report: Bob Hoover gave the Treasurer 
report and accepted by members in attendance. 

New Field Status: Joe Jopling said the Corps of 
Engineers has issued the contract for the parking lot and 
the road work.  The work is to start October 29. 

Benbrook Heritage Fest: Woody Lake reported on the 
Benbrook Heritage Fest.  There was a good turnout from 
Thunderbird members. Electric flight demos and Dave 
Dingman’s turbine drew big crowds.  Woody thanked 
everyone who participated and said he would like to see 
more electric flyers next year. 

IMAC Event:  Chris Berardi reported on the IMAC 
event.  There were 35 pilots and flyers scores will be 
forwarded to IMAC for year-end trophy presentations.  
Gene Hodges took pictures of the event and has them 

posted on the Texas Wings web site at: 
http://txwings.com/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=9598.   

2010 Officer Nominations: Nominations for next year’s 
officers was announced.  They are: 

 President – Dave Dingman 

 Vice-President – Gary Alphin 

 Secretary – Ken Knotts 

 Treasurer – Bob Hoover 

 Safety Officer – David D’Arcy and Jimmy Newton 

Thunderbird of the Year 2009 nominees are:  Gary 
and Jeanne Alphin, Bob Hoover, and Gene Lord. 

Ballots are available at the end of the newsletter.  They 
can be mailed or e-mailed to Secretary Ken Knotts, 5809 
CR 316, Alvarado, TX 76009 or kenknotts@hughes.net 
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or brought to the November meeting to be held on 
November 16th. 

Thunderbird Life Members will meet to discuss lifetime 
membership nominations. 

Experimental Aircraft:  President Campbell discussed 
experimental aircraft flying at Thunderbird Field.  There 
are special rules for aircraft that weigh more than 55 
pounds.  There must be an AMA certified examiner to 
check the aircraft and witness if flying two times safely 
before it can be certified.  Members need to be ready to 
discuss allowing experimental aircraft flying at our field 
considering safety to flyers and spectators, our 
relationship with Corps of Engineers and other 
considerations.  Please read the section for experimental 
aircraft section on the AMA website at 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/files/520-a.pdf 

The club will send a letter to the University of Texas at 
Arlington telling them autonomous aircraft are not 
allowed at the field because of the rules under 
consideration by the FAA.  You can see more on this at 
http://www.modelaircraft.org/files/520-a.pdf  

November Meeting: Members moved to change the 
date for the next club meeting to November 16 to avoid 
conflicting with Thanksgiving week. 

Webmaster: Brian Alphin reported on the advertising 
on our website, www.fwthunderbirds.org.  He said 
advertisers will pay the club for each hit on the site.  
When searching for models or equipment he suggested 
going through our site.  It is specially geared to locate 
RC models and stuff.  Advertising will offset the cost of 
the website. 

Electric FlyIn:  Tom Blakeney reported on the 
upcoming Electric Fun Fly to be held on November 7.  
The raffle will include a Spektrum DX7 transmitter, a 
Spektrum DX5 transmitter and receiver, SE5, servos, 
electric motors, ESC, kits, and many other items. 

Bob Hoover reminded everyone of the Float Fly at 
Camp Joy on Lake Worth on Sunday, November 1.  

They will raffle an E-Flite Beaver and have several 
prizes for pilots. 

Racing: Gene Hodges reported on the last pylon race 
that had 12 pilots flying.  Joe Suddith won the race with 
Blake Arnold placing second and Gene Hodges placing 
third.  That race made $60 for the club.  You can see 
pictures of the event at the Texas Wings web site: 
http://txwings.com/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=9598 

Presentation: Jerry Small, a longtime pylon racer, 
designer, and NMPRA member, gave a presentation of 
an electric pylon racer that goes about the same speed of 
our Q-25 pylon racers (90 to 100 MPH).  He also 
brought a prototype of an electric model that will be 
available soon at your hobby shop.  It will include 
airplane, ESC, motor, servos and will be ready for your 
receiver and battery and you are ready to race!  More 
will follow. 

Show N Tell: We had two show-and-tell airplanes at the 
meeting; 

Woody Lake showed his Park Zone electric Spitfire.  It 
is a beautiful aircraft and he said it flies very well. 

 Tom Blakeney showed his foam SU34 that has thrust 
vectoring.  It cost about $330 from Hobby Lobby and 
has re-tracks.  Tom said it will do some really tight 
loops. 

Raffle Winners; 

 Dremel Tool – David D’Arcy 

 Voltmeter – Ron Kozar (donated it to the float fly) 

 Electric Fueler – Jason Meadows 

 Hand Fueler – Randy Martin 

 Power Panel – David D’Arcy 

 Fuel – Ken Knotts and Doug Carrell 
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New Members - Please welcome our newest member 
James Smith and Curtis Kornegay .Jr.  
 
Around November 15, 2009 I will send out invoices to 
each member for 2010 dues. 
There will be an update sheet with each invoice for 
you to record any changes in your information. 
 
Our online application and the update sheet have fields 
for an emergency contact person and phone number.  
Please provide this information.  The information will 
be entered into our data base and a copy will be kept at 
the field in the Training Box. 
 

If you use the online application you can pay by 
mailing a check or by using PayPal.  The PayPal dues 
amounts are adjusted to include the fees that PayPal 
charges the club. 
 
Once you receive the 2010 invoice please make your 
payment promptly.  The dues are due and payable no 
later than January 1, 2010. 
 
The Third Annual Winter Float Fly was a great 
success.  A financial report on this event will be made 
at the November meeting. 
 
Hope to see you at the meeting and the field. 
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Jack and I met in junior high. We flew free flight and 
then control line together. We skied together and were 
close until the 60s when differing interests caused us 
not to see each other as often. When he retired he got 
interested in modeling again and started coming to the 
field. I knew he had changed a lot because he could 
not learn to fly. In our earlier lives he had been the 
most coordinated person I knew. He drove in stock car 
races and drove a Corvette at Eagle Mountain where 
he beat a gull wing Benz. He was a skilled dentist. 
Looking back I can see that the Alzheimer's had 
started when he retired. 
I will miss him and I thank all of you for being his 
friend in his last years. He enjoyed his time with you. 
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It’s true; Vice president Len Minco was “arrested” 
Thursday morning at approximately 11:15 AM. (See 
photo of Len holding his arrest warrant)  

 
I know; you’re probably thinking that “Len seemed like 
such a law abiding individual”, and you would be 

correct. Our very own Vice President, Len; volunteered 
to be arrested in order to raise money for the Muscular 
Dystrophy Association. His “bail” was set at $1,640 but, 
he actually raised $ 1,850.00 (the second highest amount 
in the Weatherford area). Before you start feeling sorry 
for Len spending time behind bars, he didn’t have it too 
rough. He was escorted in the vehicle shown, to the local 
“jail” which looked remarkably like “Chili’s” restaurant 
where he dined NOT on bread and water but on food 
from the menu. Once it was verified that he had made 
his allotted bail, he was returned to his place of business 
“Kwik Kar Lube and Auto Care” in Hudson Oaks via a 
STRETCH LIMO! If I ever go to jail I just hope I can 
get this kind of treatment. On a serious note; this is just 
an example of the many ways that members of our club 
contribute to the community and promote good will 
while helping a very worthy cause. Way to go Len!    

 ����%�&
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Third Annual Winter Float Fly  
	
Sunday, November 1, 2009. The morning began with a 
6:30 AM gathering of 12 Thunderbird members 
meeting at Ginger Brown’s for breakfast. 

After breakfast we moved to Camp Joy Park to find calm 
winds and the lake like a mirror. Camp Joy Park is a 
beautiful setting and a perfect place for our Float Fly. 
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We had 40 registered pilots, 21 of which were 
Thunderbird members. As far as I could determine this 
was the largest Float Fly for the Fort Worth 
Thunderbirds. 
Thanks to all of our members their assistance in helping 
to make this event a great success. 
I would like to acknowledge those members that 
provided help in some very necessary functions: 
Dave Dingman- Registration and Raffle ticket Sales 
David D’Arcy - Float Fly Rescue Swimmer 
Brian Alphin - Retrieval Boat (Wave Runner) 
Andy Huebner - Retrieval Boat (Boat Captain Paul ?) 
Chuck Mc Leroy - Lunch Room 
Benny Throne - Pictures 
Gene Hodges – Pictures 
Woody Lake- Weather 
 
Awards were presented to: 
 
Best Pilot – Andy Huebner 

 
 
Best Military – Jacque Parker 

 
 
 
 

Best Civilian – Oliver Alverado (No Picture) 
 
Best Splash – Chuck McLeroy 

 
 
The E-Flite Beaver with floats was awarded to a 
registered pilot but he got away without us getting his 
name. His picture is shown below so if anyone knows 
him please let me know. 

 
 
Thanks to all of the registered pilots and spectators. 
We appreciate your continued support of our 
Float Fly and other events. 
Float Fly schedule for 2010 will be at Camp Joy Park 
on Saturday August 7, and Sunday, November 7.  
Get your float planes ready, bring a friend, and come 
to our Float Fly events. 
I wish you happy flying for 2010. 
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Although the weather was questionable  at the beginning of the day it turned out beautiful and I doubt if it would 
have detered the pilots anyway. Forty one registered pilots and we stopped counting at 128 aircraft. I must say it 
was one of the quietest fly-ins I’ve attended. Judging from the smiles on everyone (especially after eating) all had 
a great time. Many thanks to those folks that helped make this event a huge success. Well done Tom. 
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THUNDERBIRD 
SAFETY 

 
Thunderbird Field is equipped with two Pilot Boxes. The wind direction dictates the Pilot box which 
will be used. If wind direction is predominately from the south then the north box will be the Pilot Box 
in use. And vice versa. So pay attention if someone goes to the opposite Pilot Box go talk to the pilot 
and let him know he needs to move down to the other box.  
 
 Please call your intentions when flying your model. Announce to other pilots what your intent is. 
Examples: Landing, Crossing the Runway to get your model, DEAD STICK LANDING, Touch and Go, 
Coming out onto the Runway, Taking Off, etc. Communicate out on the flight line, if a someone is 
retrieving their model and is on the runway please do not make low passes or touch and goes - give the 
pilot plenty of room you would not want to be retrieving your airplane and someone still doing touch 
and go’s or doing low passes. Please give pilots plenty of airspace when they are trying to get their 
model out of the way. ALLWAYS any aircraft that is landing has the right of way, and Always Always 
give the pilot that has declared a dead stick the runway – stay clear PLEASE.    
 
Modelers flying have your AMA card in the correct slot. Please double check the frequency of your 
radios. Your AMA card placed in the frequency slot must match the frequency on the board to the 
frequency you are transmitting.  
 
There shall be no flying over the pits, parking lot or spectator area NO EXCEPTIONS PLEASE! 
ABSOULTLY no hand launching from the anywhere other than the flight line!! 
 
A Clean Field is a Safe Field, anything you bring to the flying field please dispose or remove when 
you leave. Don’t leave soda cans on the tables; throw cigarette butts on the ground etc. We have a really 
nice facility so be proud and keep it CLEAN. 
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Wishing all Thunderbird Members and Families a Joyous Holiday Season.  

May Santa be good to one and all. HO! HO! HO! 
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THUNDERBIRD 2009 CALENDAR 
 

DATE    EVENT    POINT OF CONTACT 
 
November 22 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 

December 12 Christmas Party at Spring Creek BBQ  Club Officers 
 
January 1 Black Eye Pea Fly-In  Club Members 
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Len and Debbie  invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and 
Vacuum Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 
Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 
(817) 594-2602 
Print Coupon 
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2010 Officer and Thunderbird of the Year Ballot

Ballot – Check one for each category and return your vote to our secretary Ken Knotts at our November 
meeting or mail to: 

Ken Knotts  5809 CR 316,  Alvarado,  TX 76009 or e-mail kenknotts@hughes.net�

�

 

� President 
Dave Dingman 
�

� Vice-President 
Gary Alphin 
 

 Secretary 
Ken Knotts 
 

 Treasurer 
Bob Hoover 
 

 Safety Officer 
David D’Arcy 
Jimmy Newton 

 
 Thunderbird of the Year 
 Gary and Jeanne Alphin 
 Bob Hoover 
 Gene Lord 
����
 


