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Issue 4347, May 2009 
 

Next club meeting May 25th, 2009, 7:30 pm at West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

Presidents Corner 
 
Hello all, 
I hope everyone is well.  Maybe, just maybe the weather is 
going to break for some good, consistent flying weather.  I 
know the War bird was a rain out but Sunday sure was 
pretty.  I believe there is talk of another possible date for the 
War bird.  We will have to wait and see. 
If you have interest in what is going on at the new field then 
please attend the club meetings.  We are at the point that we 
are now moving quickly on the field and need to make 
decisions in a timely fashion.  So as these issues proceed, 
that is what we are doing at the meetings.  So far we have 

agreed to put in grass at the new field.  It is a large amount 
of money (about 14k) but nothing will be done until the dirt 
work is finished at the field.  We had hoped that would take 
place this month but due to all the rain it has not.  The 
shelters are up which is great and work continues.  So as I 
have said these decisions are taking place and if you have 
input please attend the meetings. 
I hope to present a breakdown of the proposed expenditures 
at the next meeting.  If you can be there please attend.  The 
meeting is on Memorial Day so hope to see you there. 

 

Will Campbell 
President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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Vice Presidents Corner 
 
No report this month.   See you on takeoff…………………….  
Len Minco 
Vice President 
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April 2009 Club Meeting Minutes 
 
President Will Campbell called the meeting to order at 7:30 
PM. Randy moved to accept the minutes from the previous 
meeting and the motion was seconded and passed. 
Bob Hoover gave the Treasurer report.  Bob also announced 
we have a new member, Rick Garner. 
Discussion of the new field: 

1.  The new conduit for the main service is in. 
2. The pipe fence for the parking lot will be redone with 

the proper size pipe. 
3. A motion was made to accept the bid for 3.2 acres of 

area around the field and a grass runway.  The 
company will be totally responsible for preparing the 
soil for seeding, planting the grass, and watering it 
for 60 days. 

Woody Lake said the newsletter will now be done totally by e-
mail except for the four members who do not have an e-mail 
address.  This will be a substantial savings for the club. 
Woody is looking for some write-ups for the newsletter.  
Some suggestions might include; how to set up the controls 
for and RC aircraft, programming the radio, electric airplanes, 
etc.  If you can contribute, please let Woody know. 
Randy Martin announced a new RC club in Weatherford, the 
Black Sheep RC Club.  Contact Randy if interested. 

Ron Kosar announced that Thunderbird shirts are available at 
Ridgemar Mall at a kiosk near Macy’s. 
Lawrence Harvell announced that the GSW scale event will be 
held June 13 and 14. 
Gene Hodges reported that the last Q25 Pylon Race was held 
on April 19 with 16 pilots racing.  The race netted $80 back to 
the club.  The winners of the last race are; 

1st –  Brian Gates 
2nd –  Nathan Haycock 
3rd –  Gary Alphin 
 

Woody Lake and Bob Hoover are trying to get a Cub Fly for 
the middle of August.  Contact Woody or Bob if interested. 
Jim Newton had a show and tell of his 3D Demon by Model 
Tech.  It is an electric airplane with a Power 46 motor and 70 
Amp. ESC 
�
Winners of the club drawing: 

Fuel Pump -   Bob Hoover 
Starter –  Chris Berardi 
Epoxy –  Mel Wells 
Fuel –   Terry Thorp and Bob Hoover 
Glow Starter –  Charles Chenault 
Heat Gun –  Donated to the War Bird Fly-in 

�����������
Secretary 

From the Treasury 
 

New Members - Please welcome our newest member, Rick 
Garner.  Rick has volunteered to maintain all of our field 
maintenance equipment. Please thank Rick for assuming this 
responsibility.  
 
This month we have purchased ten new tables for the new 
field as well as the electrical materials.  The service wire has 
not been purchased, since the 2” conduit for this wire has an 
obstruction.  Even though we have been unable to determine 
an exact length for the wire the price has been protected.   
 
We will complete the electrical work at the field as soon as the 
Corps gives us authorization. 
 

I am currently compiling a list of volunteers and equipment 
necessary to accomplish the electrical work.  If you have not 
volunteered please do so. 
 
We will not know how much work the club will have to do to 
get the site ready for planting of grass until the contractor has 
completed his work.  Once this has been determined we will 
be asking for volunteers to do the work. 
 
The Warbird Event on May 16 turned into the Rainbird Event 
so there is no report of income and expenses. 
 
Hope to see you at the meeting and the field.

 

��	�
������
Treasurer 
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Senior Pattern Event 
 
The Senior Pattern contest was held on April 25 at 
Thunderbird Field.  There were six pilots total and gusty 
winds arrived for the competition.  Four Thunderbirds, one 
Lake Dallas, and one Temple pilot ventured their planes into 
the high winds. 
Thunderbird club members were there to support judges, line 
boss, registration, score entry, food and other duties.  There 
were enough judges so pilots didn’t have to double as judges. 

� �
Bob Hoover and Monty Smith judging 

�
Pilots flew four rounds of pattern in both novice and 
sportsman classes. The winners for each class are as follows: 

Novice 
1st Ken Knotts – Thunderbirds 
2nd Ken Stapleton – Lake Dallas 
3rd Gary Alphin – Thunderbirds 
4th Frank Halpin – Thunderbirds 
 

Sportsman 
1st Dave Dingman - Thunderbirds 
2nd Bobby Zikes – Temple 
 
Additional pictures are at 
http://txwings.com/gallery/main.php?g2_itemId=9601 
Remember the Fall SPA contest to be held on September 26.  
You can participate in the novice class with any airplane that 
meets the SPA engine requirements (no larger than a .61 two 
stroke or no larger than a .91 four stroke). 

����������
 

��� �
�Bobby Zikes � � � � � Gary Alphin 

��� �
�Dave Dingman      Frank Halpin 
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�� �
�Ken Stapleton              Ken Knotts 
 

�
�Jim Pope and Ken Knotts                Bill Glen-Walker 
 
Warbird Debriefing  
 
After 13 years the Warbird FlyIn was grounded due to inclement weather. Tentative reschedule date is 27 June 09.  Despite the 
torrential rains last Saturday over 20 pilots showed up to participate. Thanks to the diehard pilots that attended. Especially to those 
members of the Lake Texoma RC club that traveled so far to get to our field.  More to follow in the near term. 

   
Ed Couch’s Tony on takeoff roll     Recovered Tony.  Loss of power and grass landing 
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Field Relocation Status 
 
The following are a couple of photos Bob Hoover made of the field this past Thursday. Quite a bit happened that day and the day 
before. 

 
 
In the next photo the runway is to the right, then the pilots’ stations, the taxiway, and the shelter. Initial dirt work has been done with 
the areas in and around all concrete filled in. The hump at the south end of the runway has been reduced. More filling and smoothing 
will be done when the parking lot work starts. Dirt removed from the parking lot site will be used at the east side of the runway.. 

 
 
The shelter was installed between rains. Some work remains to be done on the end columns.  Bob Hoover found that one of the 
underground conduits is blocked. We are hoping it can be cleared. Note that the improperly installed parking lot barrier has been 
removed. The lot will be paved before it is reinstalled. We do not know the status of the paving contract. 
Hoover has bought all shelter electrical parts and is ready to begin installation. Tables have been bought and are stored.  
Weeds will be a big problem until we get grass planted. Dean Smith has generously volunteered to bring his tractor from Azle and 
mow as necessary. Thanks, Dean! 
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 Pilots Projects 
 
Everett’s Husky 
 

      
Everett’s Husky       Woody’s Hurricane 
 
Cub Fly-In  
 
Bigger is better …. to see that is. 

  
 

Texas Scale Championships-Scale Masters Qualifier 
 
1. The Scale competition season is fast approaching and 

there has been one SMALL change that has BIG 
consequences for almost everyone in our club that flies 
airplanes.  

2. This year the winner in the FUN/OPEN class will be 
given an AIRTRONICS 8 Channel radio. Now before you 
say I don’t fly scale, I don’t have a scale airplane, I don’t 
know what to do. In the Open Class the rules are very 
close to FUN Scale-little or no documentation required-
just fly. I have seen many of you at the field with just this 
type of SCALE plane-now you can come and compete 
and stand a very good chance of winning the radio. I have 

seen you guys fly, I have seen your airplanes. I can tell 
you 99% of you would do very well at this event. So 
come, play and have some fun— Someone has to win the 
radio why not you. 

3. This year at the Texas Scale Championships will be held 
at the Greater Southwest Club field in Hurst just off 
Randoll Mill Road and Loop 820  .  It is scheduled for 
June 13-14. 

 4.   Here are the rules in the Fun Scale-Open event 

a. Factory built or modeler built----means you can fly the 
ARF’s or go buy a plane. 
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b. Static not required 

c. If you want to do static worth 25 points –a photograph or 
artist rendering---Means the photo on the box is good 
enough. 

d. Additional 5 point if you have a 3 view and 
color/marking/finish documentation. 

e. There are 4 required flight maneuvers are Take off-, Fly 
By-, Figure 8-, and Landing—then you pick 5 maneuvers.  
Scoring is Best Two Flights added to Static-highest points 
wins. 

��� �Almost everyone can meet these requirements and I know 
all you can fly the required flight maneuvers even a beginner 
can do those. If you ever thought about entering a scale 
contest, plan on entering this one.  We will have someone to 
help guide you through the contest and  even have someone on 
a buddy box, if you would feel better like that. 
6.  If you are an experienced pilot with a drop dead airplane 
you too can enter this class if you like. It is open to everyone.  
7. However the only pilots who are eligible for the radio is 
someone who has not entered a scale contest in the Expert or 
Advanced class. 
8. For the top of the line pilots and there are MANY in the 
Thunderbird club The Texas Scale Championships has Expert 
Class, Advanced Class and Team Scale Scoring for these 
events are Best Two Flights plus Static. 
9. The top of the food chain is competition for the 2009 Texas 
Scale Champion class.  Everyone is automatically entered in 

The Champions class.  In this class ALL SCORES are added 
together to get the top score and the new 2009 Champion is 
selected.  This is a tough event and the Thunderbirds can boast 
of two Texas Champions.   
10. Also at the contest are other events like Scale Master’s 
Expert Class, Advanced class.  The top 30% will also earn a 
spot to the U S Scale masters finals in October-You do not 
have to attend if you win-that is up to you.   
There will be something for all levels of pilots. If you don’t or 
can’t fly come out and watch, there will be some of the best 
Scale Planes and pilots in the 4 state area in the top levels of 
this contest. 
Saturday and Sunday starting 8 a.m. and ending 4 pm on 
Saturday and Trophy Presentation at 1 on Sunday 
There will be Food, raffles, prizes and FUN for pilots and 
spectators. 
Max and I are desperately asking for help in judges and office 
workers if you want to help give me a call.  If you have never 
judged we will pair you with a more experienced judge and 
help you along. 
We will be selling special Texas Championship Shirts again 
this year by PRE ORDER only, if you want one you have to 
let  me know before the contest so I can order your shirt  Polo 
type with a pocket  $18. 
If you need additional information on anything to do with 
entering flying or just scale in general give me a call Lawrence 
Harville   817-781-9615 or Lawharv@yahoo.com 
 
Lawrence Harville 
 

 
 

   
2008 Scale Master’s Qualifier Aircraft 
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114th RC Aero Squadron’s 1 st Annual Float Fly

Get Ready For Take-Off

Sunday, July 19th
Location: Meadowmere Park, Lake Grapevine, TX
GPS Coordinates: 
Latitude & Longitude 32°58’ 09” W 97°07’ 03"
$15 Landing Fee Includes Lunch

�
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 
 

     
    

   
 

THUNDERBIRD 2009 CALENDAR 
 

DATE    EVENT    POINT OF CONTACT 
 
May 16 War Bird Event   Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 

���Cancelled Weather Reschedule� � � thorpetr@flash.net  at6pilot@charter.net 

June 17 Old Farts Flying   Chuck McLeroy 
chpe12@sbcglobal.net 

 

June 21 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 

July 4 Jason Skrasek Memorial Fun Fly 
 

August 1 Float Fly at Camp Joy Park  Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 
thorpetr@flash.net  at6pilot@charter.net 

September 19 Biplane Bash   Bob Hoover 
roberthoover@uwmail.com 

 

September 26 Senior Patter Contest  Ken Knotts 
KenKnotts@Hughes.net 

 
October 22-25 IMAC Regional Contest  Rick Byrd 

rkbyrd@sbcglobal.net 
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November 1 Float Fly at Camp Joy Park  Bob Hoover 
roberthoover@uwmail.com 

 

November 7 All Electric Fly-in   Tom Blakeney 
 

November 8 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 

November 22 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 

December 12 Christmas Party at Spring Creek BBQ  Club Officers 
 


