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Issue 4345, March 2009 
 

Next club meeting March 23, 2009, 7:30 pm at West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

Presidents Corner 
 
No report this month. See you at the meeting. 
 

Will Campbell 
President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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Vice Presidents Corner 
 
Hello everyone….. Well spring is right around the corner 
but the way the weather has been recently it seems that it 
started about a week ago.  Who’d ever think we would have 
such a beautiful February and March?!  One way to tell that 
the weather is getting nice is by the number of request for 
new pilot training.  Fortunately, our club Chief Instructor, 
Rex Anderson, has revved up the 2009 training season 
again on Thursday March 12th.  From early requests it looks 
like it may be a banner year for new solo pilots. 
 

2009 will be an eventful year for all of us given that we will 
have a new field this year.  I can’t help but think…and 
THANK people like Joe Joplin, Bob Hoover and many 
others for showing great enthusiasm, dedication and a huge 
amount of perseverance in ensuring that this project 
continues to move forward.  Thanks to all of you. 
 
My time is much more limited this year due to a business 
venture but I will be out there every chance I get.  I look 
forward to this flying season and of course………… 

See you on takeoff……………………. 
  

Len Minco 
Vice President 
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February 2009 Club Meeting Minutes 
 
President Will Campbell called the meeting to order at 7:32 
PM 
Randy Martin moved to suspend the reading of the minutes 
and seconded by Gene Hodges.  Suggestion approved. 
Bob Hoover gave the treasurer report and it was approved.  
Old Business – Jimmy Newton moved to accept the proposal 
from last month that First Person View (FPV) be allowed at 
Thunderbird Field as long as all AMA rules governing FPV 
are followed.  The motion was seconded by Ken Knotts and 
approved by the members present. 
Vice President Len Minco gave a report of the video that was 
made for the City of Benbrook that included interviews with 
Woody Lake, President Will Campbell, and Len Minco.  
Chuck Ezell flew his big bird for the video.  The video will 
be shown on the City of Benbrook cable TV channel. 
Ken Knotts and Gary Alphin reminded members that the 
Senior Pattern Association (SPA) judges and pilots classroom 
training will be Sunday March 1 at Spring Creek BBQ at 
3:00 PM with the judging maneuvers at Thunderbird Field 
the following Sunday at 1:00 PM. 
Joe Jopling reported that the taxi ways and the shelter area 

concrete is to be poured on Tuesday, February 24 and that 
more brush has been cleared next to the lake. 
Ben Moore reported the storage building can be moved for 
about $750 with members doing the labor.  There was 
discussion about irrigation and the cost of a pump or renting 
a pump.  There was also discussion about drilling a well to 
pump water.  It cost about $2,500 to hydro-mulch the area. 
Gene Hodges reminded members of the upcoming pylon race 
on March 15 at Texas Wings field. 
The Weatherford Swap Meet will be March 20 and 21. 
Woody Lake did a Show and Tell of a Sig Cougar the he 
resurrected from the trash.  It looks great. 
The drawing winners: 
 Ron Kosar Epoxy   

 Walker Brents, Jr. Hex drivers 
 Jason Meadows Smoke pump 
 Chuck McElroy Glow driver 
 Tommy Perry Fuel 
 Bob Hoover Fuel 
 Randy Martin Fuel pump 
 Gary Nelson Prop balancer 
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Secretary 

From the Treasury 
 

No report this month due to very little activity.    New Members - No new members in March 
 

Hope to see you at the meeting and the field. 
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Treasurer 

 

  
From The IP Seat 
 
Reactive flying is why pilots struggle to land.  Most bad 
landings are not due to the lack of stick time or inadequate 
reflexes, but are the result of reacting to the airplane rather 
than proactively controlling the airplane. Don’t let it take you 
somewhere you don’t want to go. Fly the airplane and not let 
the airplane fly you.  
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For the Wreckord 
 
Great news for this month, no mishaps (at least none reported to me). 
Woody
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Field Relocation Status 
 
The following photos were provided by Joe Jopling and pictorially show the status of the field relocation. The first figure gives 
detailed scheduled compledtion dates of the various phases of completion. Once all this is accomplished the real work will start for 
Thunderbird members. 
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Help Wanted 
 
If anyone has an article or photos they would like to add to our newsletter please let me know. Not being at the field all the time, I’m 
sure there are many photos or stories I’m missing. Inputs may be sent to me at: at6pilot@charter.net 
 
 Pilots Projects 
 
This Sig Kougar was resurrected from a trash can at our flying field about a year ago.  After about 20 hours of rebuild and a total cost 
of $24.00 it’s ready to go. I plan to test fly it this week. Hopefully it won’t be part of the ‘For the Wreckord’ column next month. 
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Restoration 
 
This is the "White Lightning" P-38 that crashed in Mississippi and was completely rebuilt by Ezell Aviation in Breckenridge. 
 

  
 
Congratulations 
 
Just a quick note wishing success to the newest 
member of the Weatherford Chamber of 
Commerce, Len and Debbie Minco, on the opening 
of their Kwik Kar Lube Center on Weatherford 
Highway. Len said he’d have plenty of ‘Engine 
After Run Oil’ for Thunderbird members. 
Great looking facility. 
Cheers and Success 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 
 

     
    

   
 

THUNDERBIRD 2009 CALENDAR 
 

DATE    EVENT    POINT OF CONTACT 
 
April 19 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
     
April 25 Senior Pattern Contest  Ken Knotts 

KenKnotts@Hughes.net 
 
May 16 War Bird Event   Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 

thorpetr@flash.net  at6pilot@charter.net 

June 17 Old Farts Flying   Chuck McLeroy 
chpe12@sbcglobal.net 

 
June 21 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 
July 4 Jason Skrasek Memorial Fun Fly 
 
August 1 Float Fly at Camp Joy Park  Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 

thorpetr@flash.net  at6pilot@charter.net 

September 19 Biplane Bash   Bob Hoover 
roberthoover@uwmail.com 
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September 26 Senior Patter Contest  Ken Knotts 

KenKnotts@Hughes.net 
 
October 22-25 IMAC Regional Contest  Rick Byrd 

rkbyrd@sbcglobal.net 

November 1 Float Fly at Camp Joy Park  Bob Hoover 
roberthoover@uwmail.com 

 
November 7 All Electric Fly-in   Tom Blakeney 
 
November 8 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 
November 22 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 
December 12 Christmas Party at Spring Creek BBQ  Club Officers 
 


