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Issue 4348, June 2009 
 

Next club meeting June 22nd, 2009, 7:30 pm at West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

Presidents Corner 
 
No report this month. See you at the meeting Monday.
 

Will Campbell 
President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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Vice Presidents Corner 
 
Hello everyone…..  
As many of you know I haven’t had much time to fly 
recently.  Today in 95+ degrees and a nice gentle breeze 
from the south I was actually relegated to flying my Heli in 
the driveway of the house.  It’s not good when work 
interferes with our hobby!! 
 
The new field is coming along and  I want everyone to 
please give a thanks to Joe Jopling and Bob Hoover for 

everything thing they do regarding this project.  Even 
though this seems to be the project into eternity, if it were 
not for these two individuals, we would really have worries.  
I sleep better knowing that Joe and Bob are ensuring that 
things are done correctly and always watch out for the best 
interest of the club….THANKS GUYS!!!! 
 
In the near future we have many events that members (and 
non-members) can participate in.  The War Bird Fly in, the 
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July 4th fly in, the Float Fly and even the General Aviation 
Fly In.  If you have not participated in one of these events 
this may be a great time to start.  If you’re not sure of the 
event, at least come out and enjoy the time and maybe be 
part of someone’s ground crew so you can share in the 
experience.  These events are sure to be exciting and 
interesting so come on out and invite that “one person” that 
we all know, that has not tried our hobby but always said 
they want to.’  As all of us know, a person can get hooked 
on flying once you feel the experience so inviting a friend or 

acquaintance to share this and educating them about the free 
training on Thursday afternoons may prove to be a life 
changing event for them.  If not, they will at least have a 
great day at the field. 
 
Have fun flying and  
  See you on takeoff…………………….  
Len Minco 
Vice President 

 
May 2009 Club Meeting Minutes 
 
The May 25 meeting was rescheduled because that was the 
memorial holiday. 

President Will Campbell called the meeting to order at 7:33 
PM. 

Bob Bishop asked we suspend reading the minutes and 
members agreed. 

Chuck McElroy had a knee replacement and is doing fine. 

Bob Hoover gave the treasurer report and reported that we 
were in the red for the month, partly because of the War Bird 
rainout.  The contract has been signed for putting in the grass 
at the new field.  We will also need to spend money for tables 
and electrical parts. 

New Field Progress – The contractor has filled in low spots, 
removed the fence that was improperly installed around the 
parking lot, and killed weeds.  The contract for paving the 
parking lot has not yet been set.  Ben Moore suggested we 
look to AMA for some funds for our new field.  Bob Hoover 
said Thunderbird members may have to supplement brush 
clearing in some areas. 

FCC Regulating RC Aircraft? – Randy Martin reported what 
he found when talking to the AMA about rumors of the AMA 
regulating RC aircraft.  Rumors were being spread that aircraft 
could go no faster that 90 MPH, go no higher than 400 feet, 
and allow no turbines.  Randy said that the FAA will continue 
to allow the AMA to regulate RC aircraft as in the past.  The 
FAA is looking to regulate UAV aircraft.  UAV is an aircraft 
that flies with all internal navigation (autonomous).  This does 
not apply to RC aircraft that are always controlled (well most 
of the time) by a pilot that can see the airplane.  The FAA is 
taking suggestions and input and the rules will probably take 
effect in 2011 or after.  Not to worry! 

Len Minco reported that the City of Benbrook will need about 
two more months to finish the program where they videoed 
and interviewed Thunderbird members last year.  The 2009 
Benbrook Heritage Festival will be October 17 from 10 AM to 
7 PM and Thunderbirds are again invited to participate. 

Terry Thorpe reported the War Bird event is moved to July 11 
and he needs volunteers.  If you want one of the blue War Bird 
tee shirts, contact Terry to have one made.  Mel Walls donated 
a Saito 55 to raffle at the event.  The big B-17 is scheduled to 
be there! 

Woody Lake reported that the newsletter is now being sent by 
e-mail except for seven that had to be mailed.  This is saving 
the club a lot of money. 

The Old Farts fly will be June 17.  Four strokes only with 
flying, food and fun for a $15 landing fee.  See the flyer at 
http://www.fwthunderbirds.org/logbook/index.php?action=dla
ttach;topic=660.0;attach=1718 

Last month’s float fly saw a lot of airplanes and a few doing 
the backstroke in the water. 

Gene Hodges reported on the May 10 pylon race where Joe 
Sudduth won and there were three tied for second place.  For 
the season, only 4 points separate the top 5 flyers.  Our next 
pylon race will be June 21 at Thunderbird field.  Gene said he 
will be going to a pylon race near Austin on June 27 that will 
have Club 40 and 424 (.40 size engines) races.  He invited 
others who are interested to attend.  Gene also announced the 
he is now a board member of the National Q25 association.  
Here is the announcement – “Gene Hodges from Texas is the 
new Chairman of the RCPRO Quickie 25 Racing Committee.”  
See more at http://www.rcpro.org/html/newsletters/2009-05-
27.htm 
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Woody Lake announced that he will do a General Aviation 
model fly-in on August 15.  There will be a $10 landing fee. 

July 4 Fun Fly – There will be hot dogs, hamburgers and fun 
flying.  Maybe a few fun-fly competition events. 

Ken Knotts and Gary reported on the Tulsa Senior Pattern 
Association event.  See results and information at 
http://fwthunderbirds.org/logbook/index.php?PHPSESSID=5c
e512ffa19ef528206ae74accdccdfe&topic=737.0 

Woody Lake asked members to thing about and opening 
event, like and air show, for the introducing our new field.  
Should it be for Thunderbird members only? 

Rex Anderson reported the training on Thursday evening has 
been very successful.  The winds have finally got low enough 
for new pilots to fly. 

Raffle winners – 

Mel Walls -Digital Voltmeter / Gary Nelson -Glow Starter 

Gene Hodges – Fuel / Ben Moore -Pilot figure 

Everett Gunter - Heat Gun / Bryan Alphin -Fuel Pump 

Dave Dingman –Epoxy / Doug Carrell -Fuel 

Bob Hoover –Wheels / Joe Jopling -Hat 

Joe Jopling also did a show and tell with and Olson 60 motor 
that is 70 years old. 
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Secretary 

From the Treasury 
 

New Members - Please welcome our newest members, Clinton Fewell and Blake Arnold. Hope to see you at the meeting and 
flying field. 
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Warbird  
 
Rescheduled for 11 July.  
Gives you additional time for a Pre Flight not for Happy Hour 
in the ‘O’ Club.   
Had a call from a pilot and was told if all goes well they may 
bring a B-17 and B-24. All we need now is a B-25 and can 
you just imagine the flyby footage. 
Cheers  
Terry and Woody  

   
 
      

Field Relocation Status 
 
Not much change or progress. Update at this month’s meeting. 
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For the Wreckord 
 
Unfortunately there have been a few crashes this month. Two have ended up in the lake and need amphibious 
recovery. Not sure of the causes but the following are a few photos: 

  
 
Old Farts Fly-In  
 
A little breezy, but never the less, a day of great flying. Approximately twenty flyers registered for the long time event and a great 
time had by all. Aircraft ranged from WWI through present day types. Terry and Woody flew some high speed flybys in their Cubs, 
Cool! Our special thanks go to Steve who traveled from Huston to attend. Chuck will pass on the CD baton next year to Bob Bishop 
and Woody Lake. This event was started by Helmer Johnson and continued by Chuck McLeroy (84 years young). Bob and Woody 
have some big shoes to follow in and perpetuate this popular event. 
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Cub Fly-In  
 
First time event for our club. To include as many aircraft and 
pilots as possible we’ve made this a General Aviation Fly-in. 
Everyone has Warbird, Helicopter, Fun Fly, Racing, and 
Aerobatic fly-ins so why not a Cub/General Aviation Fly-in. 
15 August, mark your flying calendars.   
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The 114th is hosting their first ever Float Plane Fly-In. Lets plan to support them in Thunderbird Style. 
Check out their web site for additional info:  http://www.114thrc.org/ 
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SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 
 

     
    

   
 

THUNDERBIRD 2009 CALENDAR 
 

DATE    EVENT    POINT OF CONTACT 
 
July 11 War Bird Event   Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 

���Rescheduled for July� � � � thorpetr@flash.net  at6pilot@charter.net 

June 21 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 

July 4 Jason Skrasek Memorial Fun Fly 
 

August 1 Float Fly at Camp Joy Park  Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 
thorpetr@flash.net  at6pilot@charter.net 

6)�)������ � General Aviation Fly-in    Bob Hoover/Woody lake 
roberthoover@uwmail.com  
at6pilot@charter.net 

September 19 Biplane Bash   Bob Hoover 
roberthoover@uwmail.com 

 
 
Mid – Late Sept TBird Airshow    Woody Lake 
   Tentative 
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September 26 Senior Patter Contest  Ken Knotts 
KenKnotts@Hughes.net 

 
October 17  Benbrook Heritage Fest   Club Officers 
 
October 22-25 IMAC Regional Contest  Rick Byrd 

rkbyrd@sbcglobal.net 

November 1 Float Fly at Camp Joy Park  Bob Hoover 
roberthoover@uwmail.com 

 

November 7 All Electric Fly-in   Tom Blakeney 
 

November 8 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 

November 22 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 

December 12 Christmas Party at Spring Creek BBQ  Club Officers 
 


