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Issue 4343, January 2009 
 

Next club meeting is January 26th, 2009, 7:30 pm at West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

Presidents Corner 
 

The field relocation is proceeding at a fairly slow, but reasonable pace.  Forms for the pit area and taxiways 
have been in place since New Year’s but concrete is on hold pending engineering. Shelter design is on hold. 
Following final concrete work, the parking lot and road will be paved and our work will begin. 
 

Although the Corps charter was to move our facilities with “new build” where it was impractical to move, 
we have been able to trade some features for others. Here are some of the differences you will see: 
The runway is 30 feet longer to accommodate Corps engineering. 
There is a concrete taxiway between and behind the pilots’ stations. 
Shelter columns will be on 28 foot centers rather than the 10’ we have now. There will be an electrical 
outlet on each post 
There will be a 4 foot wide entry between columns. 
The parking lot will be the same area, but wider to accommodate another row of parking. 
Parking spaces will be 10 feet wide. 
There will be 3 feet added clearance between parking lot wheel stops and the shelter. 
Our equipment shed will be located at the field. 
 

When we take over the field, there will be work that we have must do, and volunteers/conscripts will be 
needed. Here’s a list of tasks we know about now. Others will be added: 

1. Shed move. Alternatives are being explored, but we should plan for the most difficult. This would 
involve disassembling our shed near the Holiday entrance, moving it to Mustang and reassembling 
it. Ben Moore will lead this one, but he can’t do it alone. While the shed is being moved, the 
equipment normally inside must be stored. 

2. Electrical. We will install and wire the outlets at each column. Underground conduits are in place. 
We can also add outlets and lighting in the equipment shed. 

3. Brush removal. You can see from the photographs that we need more air clearance. The Corps has 
agreed to take out tall trees at the north end, but there is a lot of smaller scrub, especially in the heli 
area, that we hope the Corps will let us remove. Machinery and serious manpower needed.  

4. Grass. We need to get at least the grass runway and overruns smooth and root free, then plant about 
ten acres of grass ---- probably when weeds are coming on strong. A very large tractor/tiller with a 
lime dispenser would help. How many members have one? We will also need a pump and irrigation 
system to get the grass started. Although we will have water at the pits, the Corps well cannot support 
an irrigation system. But we can pump it from the lake---if it hasn’t dried up completely. Anyone have 
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access to a large, gasoline powered pump? Pipe? Large sprinklers? 
5. A new frequency board is required. We can save the card holders. Jopling will design. A new mount 

may be required. Ironworker/welder needed. 
6. We are responsible for moving our training box, bulletin board, flag pole, grill, Cunningham plaque, 

the grandstands, and deactivate the Holiday field. 
 As you can see things are moving along nicely and we‘ll get there soon enough.  We will organize work 
parties to help get this thing done in a quick period of time.  We have a new year to look forward to and 
some work ahead but it will be a good year.  See you at the meeting. 
 

Thanks 
 

Will Campbell 
President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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Vice Presidents Corner 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR EVERYONE!!! 
�

I sincerely hope that all of our members had a 
wonderful holiday season and wish all of you a 
great 2009.   
 

The last time many of us got together was at the 
Christmas party at the Spring Creek BBQ.  I have 
heard many, many positive comments regarding 
the party (Thanks for the kind words) and due to 
that I have already booked it again for next 
December, 2009.  If in fact we decide to have it 
somewhere else we can but in the meantime we 
have a place booked that everyone enjoyed. 
 

Many awards were presented at the party but I 
have to mention two of my favorites.  1) The 
newest T-Bird Life Member is Will Campbell. I 
have to tell you that this is a most deserved award. 
I have had the pleasure of working closely with 

Will for some time now and believe me; he puts 
everything he has into this club.  I am truly 
appreciative of his dedication to the FW 
Thunderbirds. 2) I am especially proud of the 
person that succeeded me as the Thunderbird of 
the year.  This is our very own Joe Jopling.  Joe 
has demonstrated all aspects of the type of person 
that deserves this recognition and his can- do 
attitude, dedication and persistence will result in a 
great new facility for the club.  I salute these two 
individuals for all that they have done and I ask 
each FW Thunderbird member to join me in 
congratulating them. 
 

Remember the 2008 AMA cards are no longer 
valid. Please display your 2009 AMA card to 
satisfactorily fly. Let’s have a great year and, 

 
See you on takeoff……………………. 
  
Len Minco 
Vice President 
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September 2008 Club Meeting Minutes 
 
President Will Campbell called the meeting to order 
at 7:32. 
Minutes - Jimmy Newton made a motion to accept 
the minutes and was seconded by several. 
Treasurer Report – presented and accepted by 
members present. 
New Field – Joe Joplin said the beams for the 
runway are poured and the runway concrete will be 
placed beginning at 4:00 AM on November 25.  The 
concrete for the shelter will be next, although they 
are behind on the shelter design.  The taxiways will 
be next.  Most large trees that are in the path of the 
runway will be cleared by the Corps of Engineers.  
If you go the field and they are working on it, you 
must wear a hardhat.  They prefer you not enter the 
work area while work is underway.  Try to go 
during the evening or weekends. 
Len Minco gave a briefing on the Christmas Party 
to be held on December 13.  There are 85 people 
signed up so far. 
Newsletter – Woody Lake brought paper copies of 
the newsletter to the meeting for those who did not 
receive one.  Woody also asked that any 
nominations for Thunderbird Member of the Year 
be given to him by the end of the meeting.  He also 
reminded members of the Toys for Tots that the 
114th RC Aero Squadron club is sponsoring on 
December 7. 
Benbrook Heritage Feast – Vice President Len 
Minco introduced Patty Bissey, Director of 
Marketing for the City of Benbrook.  She thanked 
the club for the participation in the event and gave 
the club a plaque honoring the Thunderbirds for the 
participation.  Len Minco had the plaque mounted 
on the wall in our meeting room at the West Side 
Café. 
Gary James invited everyone interested in RC 
combat to get in touch with him and he would host 
a combat airplane building party.  He said the 
airplanes cost only about $30 and flying combat is a 
lot of fun. 
Treasurer Bob Hoover said the Float Fly at Camp 

Joy Luck Park had about 30 pilots and the weather 
was great.  They raffled airplanes at the meet and 
brought in over $300 for the club.  This was the 
second winter float fly by the Thunderbirds and it 
was so successful Bob said he would do it again 
next year. 
Tom Blakney said the first Electric Fun Fly was a 
huge success with about 40 pilots participating.  
The weather for the event was perfect and they had 
only one crash.  With a $15 entry fee the club 
brought in $723 for the club. 
Raymond Cervantes demonstrated his small 
Helicopter and said it cost from $105 to $120 and 
that includes a 2.4 MHz radio system.  He said you 
get flights of 7 to 10 minutes and it has a gyro. 
Gene Hodges reported on the last pylon race for the 
season.   
Results:  1st – Len Minco 
   2nd – Joe Sudduth 
   3rd – Ken Knotts 
Gene also reported that the final standings for the 
year. 

  1st – Brian Gates 
  2nd – Joe Sudduth 
  3rd – Gene Hodges 
�

Weldon Harrison donated several items that were 
raffled at the meeting.  Winners; 

Jason Meadows – screwdriver set 
Raymond Cervantes – Hex drivers 
Tom Blakney – pencil torch 
Bryce Dupriest – fuel pump 
Randy Martin – knife set 
Gene Lord – Epoxy 
Doug Carrell – fuel 
Tommy Perry – clips 
Bob Hoover – clips 
Monty Smith – sanding blocks 
�

Woody Lake reported that Rob Hatterson donated 
two airplanes to the club.  Both were auctioned.   
Meeting adjourned. 

�����������
Secretary 
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From the Treasury 
 

Dues for 2009 – I have mailed a 2009 applications 
to all current members.  If you did not receive the 
application it is probably because I do not have your 
current address.  If your address has changed in the 
last year please call or email me the current 
information.  We now have 140 members that 
have renewed their membership for 2009. 
Thanks to all.  We also have 62, 2008 members 
that have not renewed their membership for 
2009. 
 

It is my goal that every member verifies and/or 
corrects the member information contained on the 
application and mails it back to me with your 
payment. 
 

If you plan to pay by PayPal then check the PayPal 
box and return the application to me. 
 

If you plan to pay by check make the check payable 
to: Fort Worth Thunder Birds   
 

Mail the check and your completed application to:  
Robert L. Hoover, Jr. 
Treasurer, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
122 Danielle Drive 
Weatherford TX  76087 

       
Please pay your dues promptly.  Your club needs 
you.  We will have a lot of expenses when moving 
to our new field.  
 

When I receive your payment and applications I can 
enter all correct information for each member in our 
database. 

 

Also at any time you change your information such 
as address, phone number or email address please 
let me know.   
 

Email is the quickest and most efficient method we 
have of getting information to our members but it 
only works correctly if it is kept current. 
 

Members with missing contact information: 
 

Each month I will list here those members with 
missing contact information that we know of.  If 
your name appears here please contact me with your 
current information. 
 

Allen, Charles  email address phone # 
Barnes, Claude  email address 
Clemons, Eugene  email address 
Markovick John  email address 
Moskal, Edward  email address 
Spathias,  William  email address 
Timmons, Claxton email address 
Vail, John     phone # 
Ward, Francis  email address 
Whitley, Gary  email address 
 

Rowdy Glover – Application returned - No Current 
Address, Phone Number or Email 
 

New Members -Please welcome our new members:  
Kenneth Cummins, Mark Cummins, Jaime Perez, 
Ron Bland, Jason & Annetta Van Every, Benny 
Thorne, Benjamin Canning and  Lee Matthews 
 

Hope to see you at the meeting and the field. 
 

��	�
������
Treasurer 

 

 
From The IP Seat  

In flying I have learned that carelessness and 
overconfidence are usually far more dangerous than 
deliberately accepted risks. Wilbur Wright  

There are two critical points in every aerial flight—
its beginning and its end. Alexander Graham Bell
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In Memorandum 
 

Fort Worth Thunderbird Helmer Johnson passed 
away in December 2008. Helmer flew B-24s in the 
Pacific during WWII. Helmer was one of the 
original founding members of the Thunderbirds and 
originator of the Old Farts Fly-in held every June. 
I’ll miss our phone calls that always started with, “is 
this the real Woody Lake” and ended with “this is 
Helmer signing out”.  Our deepest sympathy and 
condolences go to Helmer’s wife Jane and sons. 
God Speed Helmer 
“This is Woody signing out.” 

   
 

 

For the Wreckord 
 
This is a new feature I’ve added that hopefully 
won’t be a regular article. The intent is to inform 
fellow flyers of the pit falls in our hobby. The first 
is a photo of Terry Thorpe’s Giant Lazy Ace after a 
collision with some trees. The mishap occurred 
during the Santa’s Cops Flyin at the 114th flying 
field. Even though he turned on to final lined up to 
the runway heavy crosswinds attributed to the 
mishap. 
 

  
 

Second photo is of Woody’s Cub. The result of too 
much rudder, not enough altitude, and a dumb 
thumb(s).  Just what I need, another winter project. 
 

If anyone has an incident and or photos they would 
care to share please send them to Woody at: 
at6pilot@charter.net. Hopefully we’ll all learn from 
the misfortunes of others. 
 

Pictorial Review of 2008 
 
Hope you enjoy the past year’s photos. Photos provided by Raymond Cervantes (Team RC Pilot), Gene 
Hodges, Gene Lord, and Woody Lake.  
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Photos the Relocated field 
 
Received these photos of our relocated field from Joe Joplin and he asked that I share them with our members. 
The photos show a pretty good representation of the construction progress, layout, and surrounding terrain. 
�

� �

VIEW LOOKING NORTHWEST    VIEW LOOKING WEST 

� �

PILOT’S STATION LOOKING NORTH     RUNWAY 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



�
�

����� �����
�

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 
 

 
    

   


