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Issue 4344, February 2009 
 

Next club meeting February 23rd, 2009, 7:30 pm at West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

Presidents Corner 
 
No report this month. See you at the meeting. 
 

Will Campbell 
President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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Vice Presidents Corner 
 
We’ve had incredibly good weather for January and 
February, (I remind my relatives in Ohio of this weekly) and 
all of us are getting ready for another wonderful season of 
flying.  I look forward to an exciting 2009 and the 
camaraderie of the club members. 
 
This month we had the opportunity to get great publicity for 
the Fort Worth Thunderbirds.  The city of Benbrook has a 
local cable program called “Spotlight Benbrook”.  During 
this program they spotlight interesting happenings and 
events in and around Benbrook. On Friday January 30th, we 
had the city film crew interview Will Campbell, Woody 
Lake and me at the flying field. Also, Chuck Ezell was good 
enough to show off his flying skills and his 40%’er for the 
camera.  Needless to say, the camera man was going wild 

tracking Chuck’s plane through his maneuvers and during 
his usual 3 point landings.  They were also able to film a 
few other planes flying and this will be featured on their 
cable TV network.   
 
For all of the members that live in Benbrook you will be 
able to watch the interview in the near future.  Additionally, 
when the editing is complete, we hope to get a video stream 
link to our T-Bird website so everyone can view the show. 
 
It’s very important to be good citizens of the local 
municipalities and I think this puts another feather into the 
T-Bird Cap.  Thanks to all the members that helped out on 
this one. 

 
See you on takeoff……………………. 

  
Len Minco 
Vice President 
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January 2009 Club Meeting Minutes 
 
President Will Campbell called the meeting to order at 7:31 
PM 
Randy Martin moved we defer reading the minutes and was 
seconded by several. 
Treasurer’s Report – Bob Hoover presented the treasurer’s 
report and was accepted by members in attendance.  
 
New Field – Ben Moore reported that it would cost $4,000 to 
move the current storage building to the new field.  Officers 
are looking at selling the building to the City of Benbrook 
since it is on their property.  Ben also reported that it would 
cost about $3,000 per month to rent a pump to provide water 
to the field to get grass started around the runways and 
taxiways.  There would also be cost for irrigation equipment, 
pipes, etc. 
Joe Joplin reported the runway concrete was poured 
November 26, 2008 and the forms and the steel are set for the 
taxiways and shelter area and the concrete has not yet been 
poured.  Trees have been cleared between the field and the 
lake so we now have a view of the lake.  A path to the 
restroom will be cut.  It is about four tenths of a mile away. 

 
Event Calendar for 2009 – events were discussed and 
proposed dates assigned. See end of newsletter for the 
scheduled events, dates, and POC. 
 
Web Master- Len Minco reported that Bryan Alphin (son of 
Gary and Jeannie) is our new web master.  Bryan had to shut 
down new registration to our web site because it was being 
inundated with spam.  If you tried to register in the past, 
please try again now. 
 
Training- Len announced that he has a 2008 Solo Certificate 
for Bill Mattil.  Bill was not at the meeting. 
 
Community Relations- Len reported that the City of 
Benbrook will be at the field on Friday, January 30 to 
interview Len about the Thunderbirds and video pilots and 
airplanes. 
 
Bob Hoover said that he will assist anyone interested in 
becoming a Contest Director.  The club needs more CDs. 
 
Show n Tell- Jeff Buford gave a presentation on First Person 
View (FPV) flying that involves having a camera on the 

airplane that sends real time video to the pilot on the ground 
where the airplane can be flown as if you were in the pilot’s 
seat.  AMA has recently approved FPV flying with some 
restrictions including one that the pilot must be on a buddy 
box so a ground pilot can take-over if needed.  Jeff has asked 
permission to fly FPV at Thunderbird field.  A lot of 
information  and a video are available on the Internet. 
 
Jeff will research the possibility of interference with 2.4 GHz 
spread spectrum system.  Members are asked to be ready to 
vote on the proposal at the February meeting. 
 
Show and Tell – Woody Lake showed off his new Hurricane. 
The Hurricane is a VQ ARF with retracts, split flaps and will 
be powered by a Saito .91 FS. Pilot figure was hand carved 
and is from his previous Hurricane that was lost after an 
engine failure on final approach. 
 

 
 
Raffle Winners– 
Bob Bishop  C. G. Balancer 
Gene Hodges covering iron 
Gary Alphin  Prop balancer 
Bob Hoover  Fuel 
Chuck McElroy Fuel 
John Vandenheuvel Epoxy 
Chris Berardi Four way wrench 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
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Secretary 
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From the Treasury 
 

See Attachment A at end of newsletter.
 

��	�
������
Treasurer 

 

  
From The IP Seat 
If helicopters are so safe, how come there are no ‘Vintage 
Helicopter Fly-ins”? Hmmmmmmmmm. 

Good judgment comes from experience and unfortunately 
experience comes from bad judgment. 


����

For the Wreckord 
 
If anyone has an incident and or photos they would care to share please send them to Woody at: at6pilot@charter.net. Hopefully we’ll 
all learn from the misfortunes of others. 
The following photos are of Terry’s AT-6. It was on final and suddenly pitched up and to the right. Best guess is that the engine quit 
resulting in a snap. That’s our recovery tree man Gene (Gene, Gene, Gene, of the Jungle) in the second photo. 

 
 

WarBird 2009 is coming. Get ready. 
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Saturday Warbird Flyin  
 
A gathering of eagles. An impromptu warbird recall yielded the following pilots and aircraft. The winds were supposed to be light, or 
so the weatherman claimed. 15 – 20 gusting to above 30. 
 

   
 

 
L to R: Dewy Walker, Al Mason, Len Minco, Cliff McCord, Terry Thorpe, Woody Lake 

 
Modeling Tips 
 
When you accidently dent a piece of balsa during 
construction, try this old cabinet makers tip. Put a 
few drops of white viniger on the dent instead of 
using filler. The viniger will pull out about 99% of 

the dent. This works best overnight. 
 
Tip provided by The Plainsmen (January 2009 
newsletter) 
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Building Techniques (Tail Skids) 
The following graphic and text was extracted from the book “Radio Control Scale Aircraft” 
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 Pilots Projects 
 
The following are photos of Al Mason’s B-25. It looks and flies great. Check out the cockpit detail. The 
crew access door conceals the air and electrical connections. 

 
 
Help Wanted 
 
If anyone has an article or photos they would like to add to our newsletter please let me know. Not being 
at the field all the time, I’m sure there are many photos or stories I’m missing. Inputs may be sent to me 
at: at6pilot@charter.net 

 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 
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THUNDERBIRD 2009 CALENDAR 
 

DATE    EVENT    POINT OF CONTACT 
 
February 22  IMAC judging school.    Rick Byrd 
   Field will be mostly available for use  rkbyrd@sbcglobal.net 

April 19 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
     
April 25 Senior Pattern Contest  Ken Knotts 

KenKnotts@Hughes.net 
 
May 16 War Bird Event   Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 

thorpetr@flash.net  
at6pilot@charter.net 

June 17 Old Farts Flying   Chuck McLeroy 
chpe12@sbcglobal.net 

 
June 21 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 
July 4 Jason Skrasek Memorial Fun Fly 
 
August 1 Float Fly at Camp Joy Park  Terry Thorpe/Woody Lake 

thorpetr@flash.net  
at6pilot@charter.net 

September 19 Biplane Bash   Bob Hoover 
roberthoover@uwmail.com 

 
September 26 Senior Patter Contest  Ken Knotts 

KenKnotts@Hughes.net 
 
October 22-25 IMAC Regional Contest  Rick Byrd 

rkbyrd@sbcglobal.net 

November 1 Float Fly at Camp Joy Park  Bob Hoover 
roberthoover@uwmail.com 

 
November 7 All Electric Fly-in   Tom Blakeney 
 
November 8 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 
November 22 Pylon Racing   Gene Hodges 
 
December 12 Christmas Party at Spring Creek BBQ  Club Officers 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

From the Treasury 
 

Dues for 2009 – We now have 157 members that have renewed their membership for 2009. Thanks to all.   
 
It is my goal that every member verify and/or correct the member information contained on the application and 
mail it back to me with your payment. 
 
If you plan to pay by PayPal then check the PayPal box and return the application to me. 
 
If you plan to pay by check make the check payable to: Fort Worth Thunder Birds   
 
Mail the check and your completed application to: Robert L. Hoover, Jr. 
       Treasurer, 

Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
       122 Danielle Drive 
       Weatherford  TX  76087 
         
Please pay your dues promptly.  Your club needs you.  We will have a lot of expenses when moving to our 
new field.  
 
From the Club Bylaws: 
D. Dues must be submitted in full to the association Treasurer before 1 January of each year. On that date a 
grace period of thirty days shall begin. At the February meeting all unpaid members shall be dropped from 
the association’s active roster. 
According to the bylaws any member that has not paid their dues by February 23, 2009 will be dropped from 
the club roster and will not receive the news letter after that date. 
 
I will accept payment of dues at the February meeting. 
 
Also from the Bylaws: 
Section XI – Budget 
A. A set percentage of all general funds shall be dedicated for field improvements, and new field acquisition. 
The set percentage amount will vary from year to year based on account balances and projected expensed for 
the coming calendar year. Target percentages are not less than 15% and not greater than 25%. 
B. Motions to transfer and/or use monies that earmarked for improvements and/or new field acquisition, to 
other accounts for expenses, shall be voted on by association members prior to the transfer. Approval shall 
be 2/3 majority of members present at meeting. 
At the February meeting I will recommend that we transfer a sum commensurate to Bylaw guidelines to the 
field improvements account.   
New Members -Please welcome our new members:  Bill Stricklin, Mike Rayburne, Daniel Bradburn, and Keith 
Knotts. 
 
Hope to see you at the meeting and the field. 

��	�
������
Treasurer 
 


