
           
Issue 4312, JAN 2006 

Next club meeting is January 23 2006, 7:30 pm at West Side Café 7950 Camp Bowie 
 

November 2005 Club Meeting Minutes 
 

Scheduled meeting of November 28, 2005, was called to order by Club President, David W. Dingman. Motion was 
made by club member Richard Hose to accept October 24, 2005, scheduled Club Meeting Minutes as written by 
Club Secretary, Monty Smith. Motion was seconded by club member Randy Martin, and voted approved. 
Treasurers Report was presented by Club Treasurer, Oscar Slaughter. Motion was made by club member Randy 
Martin to accept Treasurers Report as given; seconded by club member Gary Alphin, and voted approved.  
Floor was then opened by Club President, David Dingman, for conduct and discussion of club business. 
 
Old Business:      
        
       Club President, David Dingman reported on Toys for Tots event held Saturday, November 19th. Members that 
did not attend may still contribute via a cash or toy donation, and should contact event organizer/director, Mike 
Hicks, to do so.  

Club President, David Dingman reported on Fun Fly event held weekend before last. Climb to Glide was won 
by club member Monte Backemeyer, with David Dingman placing second, and Terry Thorpe placing third. Spot 
Landing was won by club treasurer Oscar Slaughter, with Claude Barnes placing second, and Steve Brodie 
placing third. Most Loops was won by Randy N Martin, with Steve Brodie placing second, and Terry Thorpe 
placing third.  

David Dingman further announced that a “Turkey Shoot” (Musical Pylon) event is planned for December 18th, 
starting at 1:00 PM. Pilot entry fee will be $10.00, with this event being open to the public holding current AMA 
membership. Collected cash proceeds from entry fees to be awarded as prizes.  

Club members were reminded of Club Christmas Party being held this coming Saturday evening, December 
3rd, 6:30 PM, at Vance Godbey’s Restaurant. Raffle tickets to be issued at the door for awarding of gifts. Individual 
club members attending as of this date total 35, plus their spouses and children. Anticipated total attendance 
should be 55 to 60 people. 

 
New Business: 
 
Club member Lawrence Harville, Contest Director for the Scale Qualifier Event, announced that the event has 
been rescheduled for June 10-11, 2006.  
Club President David Dingman informed concerning meeting held with the Corps of Engineers at Thunderbird 
Field on November 8, 2005. Corps of Engineers personnel attending included Tom Fleegler (assistant to the 
District Engineer), and Lynn Murphey.  (Continued on page 2) 
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(November 2005 Club Meeting Minutes continued) 
 

Mr. Fleegler expressed his apology for late response to us, for letting our letter sit on their desk so long, and 
further expressed that their planning does not include us leaving our present flying site location. Lynn Murphy was 
informed by Mr. Fleegler: “to work things out with us”. Response by Lynn Murphey was that due to a personnel 
shortage, he had to wait until after Christmas to do so. Copy of letter with a diagram illustrating what we want to 
accomplish has been sent to Lynn Murphey. Designated response date from the Corps of Engineers for this letter 
was assigned as December 7, 2005. Lonnie Wallace, contracted to do work for the Corps of Engineers, was 
contacted by David to obtain a quote for moving the designated picnic tables. Club will pay cost of moving these 
tables, and if necessary, assist with actual relocation/moving of same. Although the lakefront road is to remain 
open, signs are to be posted restricting public use of area previously allocated for public use with picnic tables, as 
well as stating that no parking on sides of this road is permitted. This should satisfy the AMA’s newly established 
rule concerning over-flying of spectators. David informed that he would continue to follow up with the Corps of 
Engineers on this effort, until such time we have achieved as much as we can to improve safety status of the site.   

 
With no further club business at hand, motion was made by club member Randy Martin to adjourn, seconded by 
club member Gary Alphin, and voted approved.            

 

Respectfully submitted for approval as written:          � ������� 	�
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December 2005 Club Meeting Minutes 
 

Special Club Meeting of December 3, 2005, was called to order by Club President, David W. Dingman. 
Purpose of this meeting being the announcement to general club membership, and to whom it may concern, 
newly elected year 2006 term (January 1, 2006, to end of day, December 31, 2006) Club Officers.  
Floor was then opened by Club President, David Dingman, for conduct of club business. 

 
Old Business:      
        
Club President, David Dingman announced newly elected year 2006 term Club Officers, as follows: 
 

               President:                William H. Campbell, IV  
               Vice President:        Justin J. Moore 
               Secretary:                Lori Campbell  
               Treasurer:                Everett O. Slaughter  
 

New Business: 
 
No new business was raised.  
 
With no further club business at hand, motion was made by Club Secretary, Monty Smith, to adjourn. Said motion 
was seconded by club member Gary Alphin, and voted approved.            

 

Respectfully submitted for approval as written:          � ������� 	�
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From the Treasury 
 
Another year has come and gone and we did very well financially.  We have several new members since my last report. They 
are Allan Elfassy, Bruce Bergmen, Jack Martin, Joe Whitten, Joe Whitten, Jr., Jeremy Podoba, Marco Glaioitta, Randy 
McMahan, Elvis Bunnell, Rowdy Glover, Rusty Brawner and Mike Perna.  Lets make them welcome. 
(Continued on page 3) 
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(From the Treasury- Continued)  
We have received dues renewals from sixty plus member at the time I prepared this report.  It’ s a great response so far.  We 
had 175 plus paid up, Life and Honorary members 2005.  Thus far we are at around 50%, so let’s keep those dues a coming 
in so we can have an even better year in 2006. 
See you at the meeting, be there or be square! 
Respectfully, 
Oscar SlaughterOscar SlaughterOscar SlaughterOscar Slaughter    
TreasurerTreasurerTreasurerTreasurer    

    
Float Flying 
This is the first in a series to help the pilot when flying off water. This month will discuss water taxi techniques: 
 
Moving on Water 
There are four ways to move a floatplane on water: 

·  �Displacement tax 
·  �Plowing taxi 
·  �Step taxi 
·  �Sailing 

 
The Displacement Taxi 
The displacement taxi is the slowest method of taxiing, and is so named because the floats displace additional 
water when they move. The displacement taxi should be used when approaching or leaving a dock or ramp area 
or when maneuvering in a crowded harbor. Bring the throttle back to idle, and taxi at the slowest speed possible, 
using the water rudders to turn. Keep in mind that you need to be moving for the rudders to be effective. You©ll 
probably notice that the aircraft turns faster to the left than to the right. This is due to the left-turning tendencies of 
the aircraft—something that also affects it in flight, especially at higher power settings. As you taxi, keep the 
elevator in the full up position. This technique keeps the propeller out of the spray, the water rudders in the water, 
and prevents the bows of the floats from diving into the water. The only exception to this procedure is if you©re 
taxiing with a strong wind behind you. In that case, keep the elevator full down so that the wind striking the 
elevator pushes the tail of the plane down, thereby raising the nose. Since a floatplane is less stable on the water 
than a landplane is on land, it©s important that you keep the ailerons in the proper positions as you taxi, especially 
if it©s windy. If you©re taxiing into the wind, move the stick into the wind. If you©re taxiing away from the wind, move 
the stick away from the wind. Following these simple rules prevents the wind from getting under the upwind wing 
and lifting it, which could capsize the floatplane. A floatplane has more vertical surface behind its yaw axis than in 
front of it and, therefore, has a tendency to weathercock (change direction into the wind), especially when the 
water rudders are up. This is an easy way to tell which way the wind is blowing. Once you©re clear of obstructions, 
lift the water rudders, and you©ll weathercock into the wind. You can usually turn out of the wind in no- or low-wind 
conditions by putting the water rudders down and using some power. If there©s a strong wind, however, you©ll have 
to use the plowing taxi. 

 
The Plowing Taxi 
The plowing taxi is faster than the displacement taxi, and is used to turn the plane from upwind to downwind in 
windy conditions. Add power, and hold the yoke all the way back—the bows of the floats lift out of the water, and 
the floats "plow" through the water much like a snowplow through snow. The aircraft©s pivot point moves farther 
back, making it easier to turn. Use both the air and water rudders to turn. One way to make the turn even easier is 
first to initiate a slight turn in the opposite direction—the weathercocking tendency helps kick the aircraft around in 
the direction you want to go. Once the turn to downwind is complete, reduce the power to idle, and be careful not 
to let the wind catch one side more than the other, or you©ll weathercock back into the wind.�
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Step Taxi 
The step taxi is used to taxi at even greater speeds than the displacement taxi or plowing taxi allow. As the floats 
move through the water in a displacement or plowing taxi, hydrodynamic (relating to the mechanical properties of 
liquids) drag is created from the friction between the floats and the water. The faster you taxi, the more drag there 
is, and if a fast displacement or plowing taxi is maintained for a long time, the engine may overheat. The solution 
to taxiing quickly is to get more of the floats out of the water. The technique used to accomplish this is called the 
"step taxi:" During step taxiing; the air rudder can be used to make a "step turn." Be careful when making step 
turns, however—centrifugal force acts towards the outside of the turn and increases with speed. If you turn too 
quickly, the floatplane will tip over. During a turn from upwind (into the wind) to downwind (away from the wind), 
the force of the wind mostly cancels out the centrifugal force. During a turn from downwind to upwind, both the 
wind and centrifugal force act in the same direction, making the aircraft unstable. The downwind float could 
get buried underwater, and the aircraft could "trip" over itself and capsize. Therefore, in windy conditions, never 
make a step turn from downwind to upwind. Use a slow displacement taxi instead. 
 
Sail Taxi 
In strong wind conditions, if you need to move in any direction other than into the wind, you can "sail." Let the 
floatplane weathercock into the wind, then—with the engine at idle—let the wind blow you backwards. If you want 
to sail faster, lower the flaps to make a bigger "sail" area. 
Hope this has been of help. Next month we’ll discuss The Takeoff. 
Woody 

 

 
 

WARBIRD 2006 
Attention all Thunderbird pilots. The 10th annual Thunderbirds Memorial Warbird Fly- in is sanction for the 13th of 
May 2006. It’s hard to believe this is the tenth year we have been doing this. This is a fun scale event for warbird 
pilots. If it looks like a warbird, leaks like a warbird, and flies like a warbird, then it probably is a warbird. Looking 
for volunteers to man the Administrative, Operation, and Mess areas. Good music, give-a-ways, and promotions. 
Get ready as I hope and plan on this to be the biggest and best. 
Woody 
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THUNDERBIRD 2006 CALENDAR 

 
DATE   EVENT    CONTACT 
 
May 13    WarBird Fly-In    Woody Lake 
         (817) 294-8746 
         at6pilot@charter.net 
 
June 10, 11   Scale Masters Qualifier  Lawrence Harville 
         (817) 284-5537 
         lawharv@yahoo.com 
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(MAILER) 
 
 
 

FORT WORTH THUNDERBIRDS 
PO BOX 33111 
FORT WORTH TX 76162 

 
 
 
 
 


